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1.1. Hamas not to disarm after Gaza pullout  

12 Aug 2005 

Hamas will not surrender its weapons to the Palestinian Authority in the Gaza Strip after 

Israel's pullout from the territory, one of the movement's top leaders has said. 

"This army will continue to defend our homeland as long as one inch of Palestine remains 

occupied," Mahmoud al-Zahar told reporters on Friday, after attending a training session of 

Hamas's military wing, the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades.  

"It is criminal to claim that there is only one weapon," al-Zahar said in reference to 

declarations by Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas insisting that the Palestinian Authority 

was the only legitimate security tool.  

During a keynote speech to the Palestinian parliament earlier this week, Abbas urged all 

armed groups to end their rocket attacks on Israeli targets, as part of a larger appeal for calm 

during the pullout.  

Abbas met al-Zahar and Hamas's two other top Gaza leaders on Tuesday in a bid to ensure 

the group's fighters would not seek to scupper the historic pullout of Israeli troops and 

settlers.  

Hamas, the group behind the majority of anti-Israeli attacks during the five-year uprising or 

intifada, says the rocket attacks were instrumental in persuading Israel to leave Gaza after a 

38-year occupation 
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1.2. Palestinians celebrate Israeli pullout  

12 Aug 2005 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas has joined thousands of Gazans celebrating 

along the beachfront ahead of Israel's withdrawal from the occupied territory, due to start 

next week. 

Palestinian officials were concerned over Abbas's safety 

"From here, our people begin the march towards establishing an independent Palestinian state 

with Jerusalem as its capital," said Abbas. 

Thousands of Palestinians waved flags, danced and sang in the afternoon sunshine while 

fishing boats flew the national colours of black, white, red and green. 

Many wore T-shirts with portraits of Abbas and his late predecessor Yasser Arafat. 

Israel will begin removing residents from 21 Jewish settlements in the Gaza Strip and four of 

120 in the West Bank on 17 August. 

Palestinians welcome the pullout, though they fear the plan is a ruse to trade tiny Gaza for 

much of the West Bank and deny them the state they seek with Jerusalem as its capital. 

Most Israelis back the plan for withdrawing from Gaza, where 8500 Jewish settlers 

live alongside 1.4 million fenced-in Palestinians. 

 Palestinians welcome the pullout 

Israeli extremists say it gives up a Jewish birthright and rewards the Palestinian uprising. 

Abbas has vowed to prevent attacks on the withdrawing Jewish settlers by Palestinian 

resistance groups following a six-month calm. 

Security concerns 

Palestinian cabinet minister Mohammad Dahlan said Abbas attended the celebration against 

the recommendation of security officials, who were worried about his personal safety. 

The United States hopes the pullout plan will restart talks on a peace road map, but Israeli 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon insists there will be no discussion of statehood until Palestinians 

dismantle all resistance groups - a condition of the peace plan. 

Israel has also failed to implement its own road map promise to freeze settlement building and 

remove settler outposts set up without even Israeli authorisation. 

The World Court has said settlements on land Israel captured in the 1967 Middle East war are 

illegal. Israel has disputed this.
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1.3. Settlers vow to disrupt Gaza pullout  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2005 

2:01 MECCA TIME, 23:01 GMT 

Tens of thousands of opponents of next week's Gaza Strip pullout have staged a mass rally, 

while US President George Bush hailed the withdrawal from the Palestinian territory as "good 

for Israel".  

Speaking to the mass crowd in Tel Aviv on Thursday, hardline settler leaders delivered 

instructions on how to try to disrupt the uprooting of all 8000 Jewish settlers from Gaza, to 

begin on 17 August.  

"We will be physically there at the Kissufim crossing (between the Gaza settlements and 

Israel) from Monday and we will oppose the withdrawal without violence," Bentzi Liberman, 

leader of the main settlers lobby, told the crowd. 

 "Nothing is over. We must go to the south, on the roads. God will hear us," proclaimed Ygal 

Kamineski, rabbi of Gush Katif, the main Jewish settlement bloc in southern Gaza.  

Estimated crowd 

Chief settlers' organisation Yesha said 250,000 people crowded into the landmark Rabin 

Square in the heart of Israel's commercial capital, but reporters put turnout far lower.     

The square was awash with orange, strung up with orange flags and balloons in the colour that 

has come to symbolise the campaign against disengagement. 

Tens of thousands of men, women, families and children, packed into the square to listen to 

the rallying cries from settler leaders.  

Amid the chorus of opposition, Bush welcomed Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's decision to leave 

Gaza as "one that is going to be good for Israel," in an interview broadcast on Israel's Channel 

One network.  

Better future 

The president said that there had already been signs of a more hopeful future for the region, 

noting a drop in attacks by Palestinian resistance groups.  

"First of all, the previous system wasn't working. There was an intifada, there was death, 

there was killing. And if you notice, there's been a calm in attacks," he said, adding that "one 

attack is too many."  
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Instead, the pullout - Israel's first withdrawal from Palestinian territory - would encourage the 

emergence of democracy among the Palestinian people which would ultimately reap peace 

dividends for Israelis, he said.  

"I think this will create an opportunity for democracy to emerge and democracies are 

peaceful," the US president said.  

Domestic critics 

Sharon has leant heavily on the support of Bush to silence domestic critics of the 

disengagement plan which will see Israel pull out all the 8000 Jewish settlers from the Gaza 

Strip.  

When first endorsing the project in April last year, Bush said it was unrealistic to expect Israel 

to give up all its settlement blocs in the West Bank where the vast majority of the 245,000 

settlers live.  

"The settlement blocs will continue to exist. I will not negotiate on the subject of Jerusalem. 

The blocs will remain territorially linked to the state of Israel," Sharon reiterated on 

Wednesday.  

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas rejected Sharon's comments and said that in "final 

status negotiations, we will give our word that these are rejected".  

Palestinian preparations 

Abbas has also ordered security services to protect foreign workers in the Gaza Strip after a 

string of kidnappings of employees of international aid agencies.  

Although Israel is presenting the pullout largely as a unilateral move, officials are coordinating 

details with the Palestinian Authority, and two joint operations offices have been opened in the 

area around the Gaza Strip.  

Israeli forces meanwhile completed a final joint army and police exercise for the pullout in 

southern Israel in order to counter any violence by the settlers.  

Having banned entry to non-residents of Gaza on 13 July, authorities announced that they 

were further tightening restrictions and would no longer even approve special applications by 

relatives for entry in view of what it called the "illegal presence of a large number of 

individuals" who have gone there to act as human shields.  
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1.4. Israel steps up security before pullout   

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2005 

12:09 MECCA TIME, 9:09 GMT 

Israel stepped up security at Jerusalem's holiest site to prevent clashes between Muslim 

worshippers and Jewish extremists opposed to the imminent evacuation of the Gaza Strip 

settlements. 

Meanwhile, thousands of Jewish settlers were marking what was likely to be their last Shabbat 

in the Gaza Strip, four days before Israeli forces start forcibly expelling those who have not 

yet obeyed evacuation orders. 

Hundreds of extra police had already been deployed on Saturday around the Al-Aqsa mosque 

compound, in a bid to foil plans by Jewish extremists to take over the holy site and draw 

Muslim worshippers into clashes. 

Al-Aqsa protest 

Israel has voiced fear Jewish extremists would mount a last-ditch challenge to Prime Minister 

Ariel Sharon's controversial plan to withdraw from Gaza, the first time ever Israel will evacuate 

occupied Palestinian land. 

A mass gathering of Jewish ultra nationalists is scheduled to take place on Sunday, prompting 

the Jerusalem mufti - the most senior Palestinian cleric - to urge Muslim faithful to flock to the 

mosque. 

When the rest day of Shabbat ends on Saturday evening, Jews will start marking the annual 

holiday of Tisha B'Av. 

The holiday - which commemorates the destruction of the first and second Jewish temples - 

takes on special significance this year as it coincides with the start of Israel's historic 

withdrawal from Gaza. 

Settlements' final days 

In the small occupied costal strip of Palestinian land, Jews were celebrating a Shabbat in 

homes and synagogues that will soon be reduced to rubble. 

At midnight on Sunday, a two-day grace period during which settlers will receive the army's 

assistance to leave peacefully is due to kick off. On Wednesday, Israeli security forces will 

forcibly evacuate recalcitrant settlers. 

The residents of the 21 doomed settlements have received the support of an estimated 5000 

ultra nationalist demonstrators who slipped through the massive security net surrounding the 

Gaza Strip to act as human shields. 
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The Israeli police has warned it will adopt a zero tolerance policy towards the orange-clad anti-

pullout youths, who have concentrated their effort on a handful of settlements. 

Zionist organisations in the United States were slated to hold a string of demonstrations over 

the weekend to express solidarity with the future evacuees and oppose the dismantling. 

Gaza first, Gaza last? 

On Friday, the Palestinians in Gaza also celebrated the landmark withdrawal, which comes 

after 38 years of occupation. 

The 8000 Jews settlers occupy around 33 percent of the Gaza Strip, slicing up a territory 

which is home to some 1.3 million Palestinians. 

Resistance groups and officials alike were jockeying to take credit for the withdrawal, 

promising their followers that Jerusalem and the West Bank would be next. 

"Today, our march to freedom begins. Tomorrow, it will be Jenin's turn and after that 

Jerusalem," Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas told a crowd on Friday at a gathering called "the 

Festival of Victory and Freedom." 

Many Palestinians fear a "Gaza first, Gaza last" scenario whereby Israel hands back the small 

territory and evacuates the 8000 settlers living there in exchange for permanent control over 

the West Bank and Jerusalem. 

The main Palestinian resistance group Hamas sent a thinly-veiled message to Abbas on Friday, 

warning against any attempt to prevent its supporters from continuing the struggle against 

Israeli occupation. 

"This army will continue to defend our homeland as long as one inch of Palestine remains 

occupied," Hamas leader in Gaza Mahmud Zahar told said after attending a training session of 

Hamas's military wing, the Ezzedin al-Qassam Brigades. 

 

 



Al-Jazeera English: the Opinion and the Other Opinion 
  

J.J. de Graaf  11
   
 

1.5. Gaza town to be closed during pullout   

By Laila El-Haddad in Gaza 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 2005 

12:09 MECCA TIME, 9:09 GMT 

Israeli forces have notified Palestinians living near a Gaza settlement of a month-long closure 

of their community, just days prior to the upcoming withdrawal from the area.  

Abdullah Maani, a local leader of the al-Ma'ani area in the Central Gaza Strip town of Dair al-

Balah, told Aljazeera.net that Israeli forces notified him on Friday of a closure that would seal 

off his community from the rest of the Gaza Strip for three to four weeks, starting this coming 

Wednesday.    

 "The soldier told us there will be a complete closure, and that he is giving us advance 

notification so we can stockpile water and food, adding that no one will be allowed in or out, 

except in extreme cases and with prior coordination," Maani said. 

 "I don't know what we can bring in for this amount of time. We have to transport water here 

in gallons."  

The community of 140 Palestinians lies adjacent to the Israeli colony of Kfar Darom, thought 

to be among the first of the illegal settlements due for evacuation this week.  

Restricted access 

The Israeli army has fenced in the small enclave since July 2002, declaring it a closed military 

zone and preventing all vehicular movement in and out of the area.    

Movement for local residents has been extremely restricted as has access for international 

organisations, according to the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).  

Beginning on Wednesday, Israel plans to evacuate the 21 Jewish settlements in Gaza along 

with four small enclaves in the West Bank. 

But coordination between Israel and the PA has been extremely limited prior to the withdrawal 

and Israeli officials have revealed few details about the logistics of the phased plan. Security 

officials from both sides announced only on Thursday they would set up a joint operation 

centre to monitor the withdrawal, with select Palestinian officials allowed inside.  

Lack of information 

It is not known precisely which settlements will be evacuated first and how, though there is 

speculation that Kfar Darom will be among the first.  
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Meanwhile, Israeli officials announced on Friday a deal to sell settler greenhouses in the Gush 

Qatif Bloc of settlements to the Palestinian Authority, the Israeli press reported.    

The $14 million deal will be overseen by the Economic Cooperation Foundation (ECF), a 

private organisation run by former Israeli MP and Oslo Accord architect Yossi Beilin.  

The ECF will buy 75% of hothouses in the settlement bloc through private international 

donations and transfer them to the Palestinian Authority. 

Hothouse deal 

Middle East Quartet envoy James Wolfensohn is said to have played a major role in raising the 

funds - most of which come from American donors.  

Under the deal, 450 Gush Katif farmers will receive $3500 per empty hothouse and $4000 per 

for hothouses ready for planting. Approximately 3500 dunams of hothouses in Gush Katif are 

covered by the deal.  

Palestinian economists have warned, however, that without access to the end consumer and 

free import and export of goods, the newly gained assets will be worthless to the Palestinian 

economy.  

Though initial discussions have taken place, no agreements have been reached on the future 

of Palestinian ports, with Israel citing security concerns.   

Future concerns 

Under the current system, Israel exercises complete control over the Palestinian economy, 

with products often being held up for days at Israeli crossings, during which time many 

perishable items spoil.    

"Israel does not maintain systematised rules or procedures for the movement of Palestinian 

goods, thereby increasing risk and uncertainty among investors," said Diana Butto, advisor to 

the Palestinian Technical Team on Israel's Evacuation.  

"Israel has yet to provide answers and information to the Palestinians on all of the major 

issues. Accordingly, Palestinians fear that the Occupied Gaza Strip will be turned into a large 

prison, with no access to the Occupied West Bank or the rest of the world." 
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1.6. Jerusalem tense ahead of Gaza pullout  

By Khalid Amayreh in the West Bank 

14 Aug 2005 

Tension is rising in East Jerusalem as thousands of Jewish extremists have vowed to storm the 

Haram al-Sharif compound, one of Islam's holiest sites, ahead of Israel's withdrawal from the 

Gaza Strip.   

The threats coincide on Sunday with the annual commemoration of the destruction of an 

ancient Jewish temple, considered one of the bleakest days in the Jewish calendar. A mass 

gathering of extremist Jews is scheduled in Jerusalem's Old City. 

Hundreds of police officers and paramilitary troops have been deployed in and around the Old 

City to prevent a possible clash between Jewish extremists and Palestinian Muslims.  

Thousands of Muslims already have arrived at the Haram al-Sharif, or Noble Sanctuary, 

compound to repulse any attempts to storm it. The compound shelters the Dome of the Rock 

and al-Aqsa Mosques. 

The extremists are affiliated with several messianic Jewish groups, including Revava, which 

calls for the destruction of the al-Aqsa Mosque and the building of a Jewish temple on its site. 

Threats serious 

Israeli security have barred Muslims below the age of 45 from accessing the mosque's 

compound, Israeli police sources said on Sunday. 

Palestinian Waqf officials in Jerusalem said they were taking Jewish threats very seriously. 

 "The threats have never ceased since 1967, hence we are always on high alert to thwart such 

attacks on Islamic holy places in Jerusalem," said Shaikh Muhammed Hussein, the top Muslim 

administrator in Jerusalem. 

He told Aljazeera.net that thousands of Muslims from Jerusalem and Israeli were converging at 

the al-Aqsa Mosque esplanade to "protect it from any aggression". 

"We can't rely on assurances from the Israeli government. The Israeli occupation authorities 

are not neutral in this regard. Hence, we have to be vigilant and not leave anything to 

chances." 

Draconian measures 

Hussein criticised the Israeli police for preventing Palestinians from the West Bank from 

entering Jerusalem, calling the measure "draconian and starkly incompatible with Israeli 

claims about religious freedom". 
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"I know of no other country that prevents the followers of a given religion from accessing their 

respective holy places." 

Last year, the Israeli Interior Ministry allowed Jews, including extremist messianic elements, to 

visit the Haram al-Sharif, which Jews call Har Habayt or Temple Mount. 

However, officials at the Supreme Muslim Council, which oversees Islamic holy sites in 

Jerusalem, have said ultra-Jewish nationalists were utilising these visits to gain a "foothold" at 

the sanctuary. 

Israel concerned 

A Jerusalem police spokesman told Aljazeera.net that the police were viewing the "renewed 

showdown" more gravely than usual, citing the relevance of Israel's imminent pullout of the 

Gaza Strip. 

He said the Israeli security apparatus was concerned that the opponents of the withdrawal 

might try to commit a "provocative act" in Jerusalem or elsewhere to stop or delay the 

withdrawal. 

Earlier, the former chief of Israel's chief domestic intelligence agency, Avi Dichter, warned that 

Jewish terrorists might try to assassinate Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon or attack mosques 

in Jerusalem. 

Ten years ago, a Jewish extremist, Yigal Amir, assassinated former Israeli prime minister 

Yitzhak Rabin for signing the Oslo Accords with the late PLO leader Yasser Arafat. 

Sharon unpopular 

 In recent weeks, graffiti calling for the assassination of Sharon were seen on walls in 

Jerusalem and many Jewish settlements in the West Bank. 

Some of these compared Sharon to Adolf Hitler, accusing him of "uprooting Jews from their 

homeland". 

Sharon has argued that the withdrawal from Gaza was necessary to save Israel from what he 

called "the demographic threat". 

Sharon is to address the Israeli public on Monday to explain and defend the withdrawal. 
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1.7. Palestinians hopeful but anxious   

By Laila El-Haddad in Gaza 

14 Aug 2005 

Palestinians are greeting Israel's pullout from the Gaza strip with high hopes but some 

anxiety, as the first televised images of settlers leaving are broadcast. 

"Pictures are now being broadcast to the world of what we thought would never 

happen. The withdrawal is now beginning," said Palestinian Minister of Information 

Nabil Shaath earlier on Sunday. 

"There is a sense of happiness, relief, pleasure, mixed in with anxiety. The withdrawal is 

becoming a reality, no longer a conjecture. We are moving form total disbelief to anxious 

belief," said Shaath. 

But he added that there were still many unanswered questions and that coordination between 

the Israelis and Palestinians was minimal if not non-existent.   

Meanwhile, more than 7500 Palestinian security officers re-deployed to positions they held 

over five years ago on the outskirts of the settlements across Gaza, some as close as 150m 

away. 

Palestinian Interior Ministry spokesman Tawfiq Abu Khoussa told Aljazeera.net the Palestinian 

deployment had been undertaken in coordination with Israel.   

Anxiety 

In the Central Gaza Strip town of Dair al-Balah, adjacent to the settlement of Kfar Darom, 

anxiety continued to grip residents just hours before the withdrawal was set to begin.   

The night before, Palestinian fighters exchanged fire with Israeli soldiers located in the colony. 

Five Israeli soldiers were injured when an Israeli tank shell accidentally hit a nearby armoured 

personnel carrier.   

"People are counting down the days to withdrawal, but our nerves are on edge. We are afraid 

that the disengagement will not go so smoothly, and problems break out," said Um Wisam al-

Maani, from within the enclosed area of Maani adjacent to the colony.  

"The settlers are going about their daily lives as if they are not leaving tomorrow. They are 

planting new trees, shopping, and driving their cars around," her husband, Abdullah al-Maani 

said.  

"I am not very hopeful. I think the days ahead will be very difficult. We are worried the 

settlers may try to burn our houses or harm us in some way; there are no Palestinian security 

forces to protect us here." 
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Up to 4000 anti-disengagement protesters had illegally infiltrated the Gaza settlements, 

including Kfar Darom, according to Israeli Army Radio.  

Palestinian residents of the area feared the Jewish protesters might use violence to try to stop 

the withdrawal.   

Expectations  

In Gaza city, life seemed normal, if not quieter than usual. Many Palestinians simply did not 

know what to expect, relying on satellite channels and radio stations to broadcast details of 

the withdrawal for them. 

The Palestinian satellite channel was marking the down the days and hours "until liberation" 

with a ticker.  

Mosques in Gaza called on worshippers through loudspeakers to attend communal prayers of 

thanks, and to pray for the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the West Bank and Jerusalem.  

At night, sporadic celebrations took place throughout the Gaza Strip. 

On the beachfront, the Palestinian Withdrawal Committee, headed by Minister of Civil Affairs 

Muhammad Dahalan, organised a "street clean-up" event as part of the local campaign to 

"Reclaim Gaza".   

Hopes  

Hundreds of young Palestinians showed up donning caps and white T-shirts stating "today 

Gaza, tomorrow the West Bank and Jerusalem", that had been mass-produced and distributed 

in the run-up to withdrawal. 

In other areas of Gaza, however, there were no such premature celebrations. 

In the northwestern village of al-Siyafa, bordering the settlement triangle of Dugi, Nisanit, and 

Eli Sinai, Palestinians prepared for what they were told would be a month long closure of their 

community.   

As they lined up waiting for Israeli forces to open the gate to their fenced in village, residents 

said they were excited but worried about the days ahead and what the future might hold.    

"People are happy, but very anxious - it's a period of observation and waiting. We have 

suffered a lot in the past, but are looking to the future with hope and some fear. What will the 

days ahead hold - this is what no one knows," community leader Musa al-Ghul said. 

Not celebrating yet 

"Will there be real peace, will there be guarantees for our freedom of movement - all this 

makes us think a million times before we celebrate for sure," said al-Ghul, as he prepared to 
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transport several bags of vegetables, an electric generator and petrol he brought from Gaza 

city to use during the closure.  

"I look forward to the day the Jews leave this area and I can be free to move within my land 

once again," added Siyafa resident Abu el-Abed, as he waited alongside several others amid 

vast swathes of razed farmland, the red-roofed villas of the soon-to-be evacuated settlements 

visible in the background. 

Nearby was another sign that the disengagement was all but inevitable. An Israeli sniper tower 

that once forebodingly overlooked the troubled village had been replaced by a tank and a 

remote-controlled camera linked to an observation room, as the Israeli military gradually 

withdrew alongside the settlers. 

Al-Ghul denied the claim that Dugit was now empty of settlers, however, saying if anything, he 

had noticed increased activity in the past few days in the isolated colony.  

"When it comes down to zero-hour, they have to face the hard truth, and they will realise 

there is no hope for them," he said. 

Holding on 

Although infrastructure is beginning to be dismantled, many settlers have decided to remain in 

their homes, refusing to obey military orders to evacuate, and face forcible evacuation in the 

coming days and weeks.   

"I have no plans to go anywhere.  There are many other people still here with me," said a 

clearly despondent Avi Farhan, a settler from the colony Eli Sinai in the northern Gaza Strip, 

across the fence from the residents of Siyafa.  

"If the Israeli army comes to forcibly remove me tomorrow, I'm staying right here in my 

house."  
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1.8. Settler-funding a billion dollar question 

14 AUG 

Israel's illegal effort since the 1967 Arab-Israeli war to fill the West Bank and Gaza Strip with 

Jews has grown from the scattered actions of zealous squatters into a network of 142 

settlements that house nearly 240,000 people. 

Now that Israel plans to spend $2 billion to dismantle just 25 of these enclaves in the West 

Bank and Gaza - for which US aid has been requested - raises the question of how much 

money has been poured into the ambitious settlement project, and exactly where it came 

from. 

The official answer: No one knows. 

Vice Prime Minister Shimon Peres estimates Israel has spent about $50 billion since 1977, 

when the hardline Likud government took over from his Labour party. Other former finance 

ministers and government officials do not discount a price tag - commonly floated but never 

documented - of $60 billion. 

"No one eye in the world saw the whole picture," says Labour Party lawmaker Danny Yatom, a 

confidant of the late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. "Most of it is not camouflaged, but it is not 

possible to connect A to B to C to D to E to F to G." 

Calculating an exact figure is impossible because much of the building was financed through 

winks and nods, an opaque state budget and secret military spending that sometimes violated 

Israel's laws and undercut international peacemaking efforts, according to official Israeli 

inquiries as well as interviews with past and present officials, settlers and their opponents. 

Among the methods used, the interviews show, were government subsidies, shadowy land 

deals, loopholes in military spending, and an auditing bait-and-switch in which US aid was 

used to free up billions of dollars for spending on the settlements formally opposed by the 

United States. 

Expansion continues 

Even today, with preparations under way for demolishing 21 settlements in Gaza and four in 

the West Bank, housing and roads continue to be built in West Bank settlement blocs Israel 

wants to keep in a final peace deal with the Palestinians. This contradicts the internationally 

backed "road map" peace plan to halt settlement expansion. 

And a government-commissioned inquiry in March revealed similar methods were used to build 

and expand dozens of unauthorised West Bank "outposts" - set up as flag-showing exercises 

and usually consisting of a handful of people in mobile homes. 

It found widespread government complicity in establishing more than 100 such outposts, and 

the inquiry's chief, former prosecutor Talia Sasson, called the government's actions "a blatant 

violation of the law". 
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Last year, the funding of the outposts came in for sharp criticism from the state controller, the 

government's main watchdog. It found at least two cases where the Housing Ministry funded 

outposts that the military had ordered demolished. 

Government policy 

Now settler leaders, eager to embarrass Prime Minister Ariel Sharon over his Gaza withdrawal 

plan, say they had official backing in all their ventures. 

"Let me be very, very clear: It's not a question of dark-of-night grabs, or hide-and-seek or 

deceit on anyone's part," said lawmaker Yitzhak Levy of the pro-settler National Religious 

Party, who headed ministries in Likud and Labour governments. 

"It is government policy," he said. 

The settlements started after 1967 under Labour governments, which sought to confine them 

to border areas they considered necessary for national security. 

Benefits for settlers  

But then Likud came to power in 1977, claiming a God-given right to the whole West Bank and 

Gaza Strip. The chief settlement advocate was Ariel Sharon, the former general who - now as 

prime minister - has ordered the Gaza pullback. 

Using his Cabinet posts between 1977 and 1992 - agriculture, defence and housing - he doled 

out government grants, low-cost loans and tax breaks to settlers. He also gave birth to the 

idea of advertising the enclaves as bedroom communities just minutes from Israeli urban 

centres. 

Some settlements close to towns in Israel proper were subsidised by giving the inhabitants tax 

cuts, cheap mortgages and grants of between $6900 and $57,000 - perks ordinarily reserved 

for outlying areas. 

Maaleh Adumim, the largest settlement with about 30,000 people, received this "priority" 

status even though it is just 5km from Jerusalem. So did Elkana, an affluent settlement 8km 

from Israel's economic hub, Tel Aviv. 

Not legal 

Settler leader Adi Mintz said even some of the settlers thought the tax breaks for bedroom 

communities were unfair.  

The state also picked up as much as half the tab for hooking up utilities. And pro-settler 

lawmakers fought to control key ministries such as Construction and Housing, National 

Infrastructure, and Transportation so they could direct money to settlements. 

"When I was at the Ministry of Housing, I set the objective of expanding [settlements in] 

outlying areas," said lawmaker Levy. 
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The classified defence budget further propelled expansion, funding troop deployments to guard 

settlements, and building fences and wide roads for settlers living among more than 2 million 

Palestinians who adamantly oppose their presence. 

A government official conceded that some uses of military funds "in hindsight ... aren't legal 

and shouldn't have been done". 

He spoke on condition of anonymity because he was discussing possible violations of the law 

by the government. 

Winks and nods 

At times, government watchdogs balked at the way government funds were being used. Most 

recently, the Interior Ministry launched an investigation into the transfer of $2.8 million in 

2003 and 2004 from settlement municipalities to a settlement lobby group, which is funding 

the fight against the Gaza pullout. 

Because the state and separate ministerial budgets do not break down outlays by region, it is 

difficult to identify the flow of money to settlements. Supporters and detractors both say this 

allowed Israeli governments to hide behind the budget when it came to settlement financing - 

and forestall friction with Washington. 

"The state of Israel didn't want a head-on confrontation with the United States ... therefore 

Israel always did things with winks and nods," said Mintz, the settler leader. 

Despite its declared opposition to settlements, Washington only began taking action in the 

early 1990s, when Israel sought billions of dollars in US loan guarantees. 

Washington said it would deduct sums that went into settlements dollar for dollar. 

US lobby 

In 2003, when Israel was granted $9 billion in loan guarantees over three years, the cut was 

$289.5 million.  

Officials familiar with the issue, and speaking on condition of anonymity, say that low figure 

was reached with the help of the influential pro-Israel lobby, the American Israel Public Affairs 

Committee, known as AIPAC. 

AIPAC officials refused to discuss the issue on the record, but denied they helped to negotiate 

the numbers.  

Israel also used private US donations for which it secured US tax-exempt status, said David 

Newman, a political scientist at Israel's Ben Gurion University who researched settlement 

funding. 
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US tax laws do not exempt donations for political activities such as settlements. Israel 

separated the World Zionist Organisation from the quasi-governmental Jewish Agency, a move 

that allowed donors to inject money into settlements without losing tax exemptions.  

Land expropriated 

In reality, the two groups operate under one umbrella, with the same officials, departments 

and administrators overseeing the activities, Newman said. 

Perhaps the greyest area is how Israel expropriated, confiscated or purchased land for 

settlements. 

During the first 12 years of occupation, more than 4000 hectares of land confiscated by the 

military for security needs were handed to settlers, according to Defence Ministry statistics 

quoted in Lords of the Land, a book by Israeli authors Akiva Eldar and Idit Zartel. 

Even after Israel's Supreme Court in 1979 raised the bar for security-related land 

confiscations, the state seized thousands more hectares (acres) of West Bank land on security 

grounds and turned it over for settlers, some living in unauthorised enclaves. 

The state-funded Jewish National Fund, along with settler groups and their supporters, also 

bought land from private Palestinians, using middlemen to cloak the sellers' identity and shield 

them from attack by other Arabs. 

Shaul Goldstein, head of the Gush Etzion Regional Council in the West Bank, said his council 

recently paid $10,000 for 990 square metres of Palestinian land - about one-twentieth of the 

cost of land just over the border. 
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1.9. Forces deployed as Gaza pullout starts  

14 aug 

Israeli and Palestinian forces have deployed to ensure calm in the final countdown to Israel's 

evacuation of Jewish settlements in the occupied Gaza Strip.  

Thousands of Israeli police blocked approaches to Gaza to keep back Jewish protesters sworn 

to stopping the first removal of settlements this week from land Israel captured in the 1967 

Middle East war.    

The threat of disruptions to the pullout has grown with a recent influx of some 4000 

ultranationalist Jews into Gaza settlements to reinforce hardliners among the 8500 inhabitants 

vowing to resist removal.  

"We are on our highest alert," Israeli police commissioner Moshe Karadi said as roadblocks 

sprouted across southwest Israel to prevent more pullout foes slipping into the Gush Katif 

settlements or swamping exit routes inside Israel.  

Palestinian comment 

Speaking to Aljazeera by telephone from Gaza, Palestinian Information Minister Nabil Shaath 

said: "We have a momentary and incomplete confidence as we look forward to the evacuation 

of all territories Israel occupied in 1967. 

"We feel the Gaza pullout is a first step towards getting our independence and freedom.” 

"With the departure of those colonisers, we smell the breeze of freedom and hope and that 

this step will open the way towards a just and real peace to build our country and regain our 

rights." 

Shaath went on to say he believes the pullout does not represent full liberty. He said the 

withdrawal was without doubt the outcome of the Palestinians' steadfastness and great 

sufferings. 

Whether the withdrawal was as a result of a political decision or mutual negotiations, the 

colonisers have finally left our lands, he said. 

Settler resistance 

"At this point people can leave but no one can enter," said army spokeswoman Miri Regev. 

 

Settlers refusing to leave have decided to lock entry gates of their enclaves to army officers 

due to come on Monday to urge inhabitants to go voluntarily or be ejected by squads of 

unarmed troops starting on Wednesday, Israeli media said.  
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By rare agreement with Israel, 7500 Palestinian security men in Gaza began moving into 

position on the outskirts of the fortified settlements to ward off possible efforts by Palestinian 

resistance factions to shoot at departing settlers.  

The security men, expected to station themselves as close as 150m from Israeli troops, would 

also prevent Palestinians going into empty settlements to seize property.  

Nationalist sentiments 

Wearing military fatigues and red caps and waving Palestinian national flags, the security 

forces brought mattresses and tents to pitch in their positions. 

The Disengagement Plan gets rolling at midnight (2100 GMT) on Sunday when border 

crossings to settlements will be sealed.  

On Monday, thousands of officers are to spread out through all 21 Gaza settlements and four 

of 120 in the West Bank, informing inhabitants they have 48 hours to go on their own.    

Gaza settler council chairman Avner Shimoni declined to confirm enclave gates would be shut 

but told Israel Radio: "We definitely won't make it easy for those coming to expel us.  

"If you ask me, 50 to 60% of us will remain and the rest will leave (before Wednesday)."  

Some departures 

There was a moderate flow of settlers departing Gush Katif on Sunday as vehicles pulling 

trailers piled with suitcases, mattresses and chairs passed the Kissufim crossing into Israel.  

Polls show most Israelis favour Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's move to jettison Gaza and a bit of 

the West Bank to help defuse conflict with Palestinians in revolt.  

Major General Dan Harel, Israeli commander for the Gaza theatre, said up to 4000 opponents 

of the pullout had got into the enclaves by overstaying visitor permits, hiding in car trunks or 

using other false pretences to outwit border controls.  

"They won't prevent the army and police from carrying out the decisions of the cabinet and 

parliament. They will make it more colourful, I hope not more violent," Harel said.  

Israeli troops 

He said he hoped half the Gaza settlers would depart before Wednesday. Israel, which has 

devoted some 50,000 troops and police to the pullout, aims to have the settlers out by 4 

September.      

National Home, the radical Jewish group spearheading resistance in support of hardline 

settlers, called on supporters to block Gaza access roads with their bodies or cars.  
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It urged settlers to prepare for soldiers reaching their houses by barricading doors and 

windows and tying themselves to furniture and fences. If hustled into evacuation buses, 

settlers "should fight to get off, even through windows".  

Israeli military correspondents said the army was concerned about its failure to seal Gaza 

against "infiltrators". 

National committee 

The leaders of Fatah and Hamas have formed a coordination committee to oversee Israel's 

withdrawal from Gaza. 

The leaders of the two movements said they would agree on a time to hold the Palestinian 

legislative and municipal elections. 

 "We will discuss Palestinian legislative and municipal elections," Fatah member Ahmed Hallas 

told Aljazeera. 

"Another committee has been entrusted with discussing rules linked to the electoral process", 

he said.  

Rejuvenating peace 

US led mediators hope the pullout will foster a road map process towards a Palestinian state at 

peace with Israel. Palestinians welcome so-called disengagement.  

But they fear Sharon devised the move primarily as a smokescreen to cement Israel's hold on 

most of the West Bank where 230,000 settlers live, denying Palestinians a state of a viable 

size.  

Some 2.4 million Palestinians live in the West Bank while 1.4 million are crammed into tiny 

coastal Gaza. The World Court describes the Israeli settlements as illegal.   

Perez speaks 

Speaking to Aljazeera from Gaza, Israel's Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Perez said he thought 

the withdrawal was the right beginning.  

"I see happy faces in Gaza. I am delighted and I hope to see people in Gaza more delighted, 

well-to-do and breathing freedom. 

"I am confident we will be neighbours and not enemies." 

But he also said that hopes of prosperity in Gaza rested with Hamas. "If Hamas stopped firing 

and killing, life in Gaza would be better," he said. 
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1.10. Settlers defiant, Israeli army moves in  

15 aug 

Defiant Jewish settlers have blocked the gates of Gaza's most hardline settlements, preventing 

soldiers from delivering 48-hour eviction notices as Israel began its pullout from the coastal 

territory.  

Troops were deterred by protesters on Monday in some enclaves but walked door-to-door in 

others, telling settlers to leave by Wednesday or face forcible eviction under Prime Minister 

Ariel Sharon's plan to end Israel's 38-year occupation of Gaza.  

While many settlers vowed not to budge, a growing number took heed and started packing up 

and moving out.  

Hundreds of settlers have signed state compensation deals to leave. Those who refuse to go 

could lose a third of the money, which ranges from $150,000 to $400,000 a family.  

Settlers adamant 

Hundreds of settlers blocked the gates of Neve Dekalim, Gaza's largest settlement, to prevent 

Israeli forces from entering.  

Dozens of observant Jewish men, wearing white prayer shawls, held morning prayers at the 

gate, appealing for divine intervention to block the withdrawal.  

A crowd of youths wearing orange, the colour of defiance, sat on the streets and screamed at 

the soldiers.  

"You're a partner to a crime," screamed one protester.  

Human chains 

Troops moved into the community through a second entrance, only to be blocked by crowds 

who burned tyres and formed human chains.  

When a small group of soldiers managed to enter, settlers took the eviction notices and 

burned them.  

One police officer was covered in green paint thrown by protesters. 

Aljazeera has learned that Israeli troops have clashed with Jewish settlers who refused to 

evacuate their settlements in the West Bank.  

Clashes broke out at Shafi Shamron along the road leading to the Homish settlement, which is 

among four in the West Bank intended for evacuation in the disengagement plan. 
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Despite the standoff in Gaza, there were signs that residents would leave before the deadline. 

A convoy of moving trucks drove in through the main gate. 

The pullout got under way after months of political wrangling and mass protests.  

The complex operation began at midnight on Sunday (2100 GMT) when soldiers lowered a 

road barrier at the Kissufim Crossing, signalling that it had become illegal for Israelis to be in 

Gaza.  

As the barrier went down, a traffic light changed from green to red.  

Thousands remain 

Under the pullout plan, Israel will remove all 21 Jewish settlements from the Gaza Strip and 

four enclaves in the West Bank.  

While many of Gaza's 8500 residents have left, the army estimates that several thousand 

people remain, including extremists who infiltrated Gaza.  

Settler leaders have promised to resist without resorting to violence, though security officials 

fear extremists might violate that pledge.  

The withdrawal is the first time Israel would dismantle settlements in areas captured in the 

1967 Middle East war and claimed by the Palestinians for their future state.  

Security 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon believes the withdrawal will improve Israeli security by reducing 

friction with the Palestinians.  

He was due to address the nation at 8pm (1700 GMT) on Monday.  

"It's a painful and difficult day, but it's a historic day," Israel's defence minister, Shaul Mofaz, 

told Army Radio.  

Israel's cabinet also on Monday gave final approval to quit Gush Katif, the largest Gaza settler 

bloc, a vote seen as a formality.  

At the small settlement of Netzer Hazani, resident Anita Tucker said only one of the 70 

families had left and 17 others would leave on Monday.  

The others would resist without violence, she said.  

Speaking before the soldiers came with the eviction orders, Tucker, 59, originally from 

Brooklyn, New York, said hundreds of people came to reinforce the settlement.  

"We know we can't fight the Israeli army. We don't want to," she said. "We are the Israeli 

army." 
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Palestinian police deploy 

Thousands of Palestinian police moved into positions near Jewish settlements to keep away 

Palestinian crowds and prevent attacks during the pullout, something that Israel warned would 

bring harsh retaliation.  

Palestinian residents watched settlers packing up, and seeing moving trucks leave settlements 

dispelled the skepticism many Palestinians felt until the last minute.  

"They are actually leaving. Who would have ever thought?" said Palestinian farmer Ziyad 

Satari, 40, standing on the roof of his three-story home in the Palestinian town of Khan Yunus, 

which overlooks the Morag settlement. 

Hundreds of supporters of the Islamic Jihad resistance group celebrated in Gaza City on 

Sunday, with men firing guns in the air, and teens setting off fire crackers and distributing 

sweets.  

Hamas organised special midnight prayers of thanks at Gaza mosques.  

Reassurance 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas offered the Israelis reassurance.  

"We tell the Israeli people, 'You have chosen the right path,"' he told Channel 10 TV.  

"Don't listen to the voices of the extremists who want a continuation of the occupation. I don't 

want - and I will not accept - any clashes with the army or the settlers." 

However, there were exchanges of fire early on Monday between soldiers and Palestinians 

near the Kfar Darom settlement, and mortar shells fell in two settlements and near an army 

base.  

No casualties were reported.  

Many hope the pullout from the territory Israel captured in 1967 will be the start of a true 

partition of historic Palestine between Arab and Jew.  

Others fear it is a ploy by Sharon to get rid of areas he does not consider crucial to Israel 

while consolidating control of parts of the West Bank, where the vast majority of the 240,000 

Jewish settlers live. 

The World Court describes Israeli settlements as illegal. Israel disputes this.  

Israel intends to leave the Gaza settlements and four West Bank enclaves by 4 September. It 

plans to complete the Gaza pullout in October when the last troops come out. 
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1.11. Israeli soldiers wounded by tank fire   

MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2005 

11:11 MECCA TIME, 8:11 GMT 

Five Israeli soldiers have been hit by fire from their own side during an exchange 

with a Palestinian gunman near a Jewish settlement in the southern Gaza Strip, 

Israel Radio said.  

The radio said a gunman opened fire on Sunday on the settlement and soldiers returned fire. A 

tank shot at a building where the gunman was concealed, hitting him with one shell and 

wounding the soldiers in an armoured vehicle nearby.  

There was no immediate comment from the Israeli military or the Palestinian Authority.  

Tension is high around the Gaza settlements ahead of forced evacuations from the occupied 

territory, due to start on Wednesday.  

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has urged resistance groups to hold fire during Israel's 

planned removal of its first Jewish settlements from land Palestinians seek for an independent 

state.  

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has vowed a harsh response to any Palestinian violence that 

erupts once the withdrawal begins from the Gaza Strip, territory Israel captured in the 1967 

Middle East War. 

 



Al-Jazeera English: the Opinion and the Other Opinion 
  

J.J. de Graaf  30
   
 

 

1.12. Palestinian security redeploys in Gaza  

MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2005 

11:01 MECCA TIME, 8:01 GMT 

Palestinian security forces deployed in the Gaza Strip as part of Israel's pullout operation, 

taking up positions they were forced to abandon almost five years ago at the start of the 

intifada.  

"Palestinian police and national security have re-deployed around the settlements and along 

bypass roads," a senior Palestinian security official said. 

"A total of 7500 security forces will be deployed over the next 24 hours, some of them in areas 

which they had vacated after September 28 2000," he said in reference to the day the second 

Palestinian uprising against Israeli occupation erupted. 

Civilised manner 

The deployment was planned in coordination with Israel to ensure that the evacuation of 

illegal settlements from the Gaza Strip takes place free of violence. 

An Israeli army spokesperson confirmed the Palestinian deployment had begun and that the 

Palestinians had entered areas they had not held since the start of the last intifada. 

On Monday, those of the 8000 Gaza settlers who have not already left their homes will be 

given a two-day period to quit their houses voluntarily. On 17 August, Israeli security will 

remove recalcitrant settlers forcibly. 

Both Israeli and Palestinian security sources said the main task of the Palestinian force would 

be to prevent rocket attacks by resistance groups such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad during the 

pullout. 

Hamas leaders gather 

For the first time in a decade, the founders and top political leaders of Hamas gathered on 

Saturday on the same stage, vowing to go on fighting Israel and claiming victory for the 

impending Israeli withdrawal. 

In a direct challenge to the Palestinian Authority, Hamas' top brass said Palestinian leader 

Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah movement could not be the sole decision-making body and insisted it 

has the right to possess arms, the latest sign that tensions are heating up in the days before 

Israel's Gaza pullout, set to begin on 15 August. 
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At Friday's Gaza sea-front event, Cabinet minister Mohammed Dahlan said all events would 

take place under the official Palestinian flag, a warning to Hamas which is planning its own 

military-style celebrations.  

Taking responsibility for the Israeli pullout, Abbas promised the West Bank and Jerusalem 

would be next. 

Committed to resistance 

But the Hamas leadership - positioned in front of the group's logo and a green Islamic flag - 

challenged the Palestinian Authority statement, saying their armed struggle had led Israel to 

evacuate settlements, and vowed not to lay down their weapons until the Israeli occupation 

ends. 

Unlike the Palestinian Authority, which wants to establish an independent state in the West 

Bank and Gaza Strip with east Jerusalem as its capital, Hamas is sworn to the destruction of 

Israel. 

"Hamas remains committed to the choice of resistance as a strategic choice. Hamas remains 

committed to its military wing and its right to possess weapons," said Ismail Haniyye, a top 

Hamas leader. 

Hamas does not plan to battle the Palestinian Authority, Haniyye said, but said: "Hamas 

rejects the idea of allowing any single party to monopolise the decision-making process."  

On Saturday, US President George Bush went on Israel Television to call for the dismantling of 

"terrorist organisations" by the Palestinians, a key part of a Middle East peace road map 

backed by Washington. 

Jerusalem security 

Israel stepped up security at Jerusalem's holiest site on Saturday to prevent clashes between 

Muslim worshippers and Jewish extremists opposed to the imminent evacuation of the Gaza 

Strip settlements. 

Hundreds of extra police had already been deployed on Saturday around the Al-Aqsa mosque 

compound, in a bid to foil plans by Jewish extremists to take over the holy site and draw 

Muslim worshippers into clashes. 

Israel has voiced fear Jewish extremists would mount a last-ditch challenge to Prime Minister 

Ariel Sharon's controversial plan to withdraw from Gaza. 

A mass gathering of Jewish ultra-nationalists is scheduled to take place on Sunday, prompting 

the Jerusalem mufti to urge Muslim faithful to flock to the mosque. 

Jews will start marking the annual holiday of Tisha B'Av from Saturday evening.  
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The holiday - which commemorates the destruction of the first and second Jewish temples - 

takes on special significance this year as it coincides with the start of Israel's withdrawal from 

Gaza. 
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1.13. Settlements out of bounds for a month 

16 Aug 2005 

Israel will not allow Palestinians to enter the Gaza Strip settlements until a month after they 

are cleared of all Jewish settlers, Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz has said.  

"There will be a delay of four weeks, one month after the evacuation during which we will not 

allow the Palestinians to enter," Mofaz said on Tuesday.  

"Our decision has been made to create a better security, economic and political reality, and to 

allow a future political process," he added.  

The minister said the Israeli authorities would determine the next stage of the historic pullout 

process at midnight local time, when a 48-hour grace period for all settlers to leave their 

homes voluntarily will expire.  

Undisclosed procedure 

The order in which the 21 settlements in Gaza are to be evacuated is to be kept secret until 

the last moment for security reasons, but Mofaz stressed the entire operation would be 

"carried out in the shortest time possible".  

"The shorter the better," he said, warning settlers and their supporters not to hinder the 

operation as the deadline to the start of the forcible evacuation period ticked down.  

"From today, anyone who interferes with the evacuation will be arrested," he said, insisting 

that "calm will be upheld".  

"We will do everything in our power to maintain order and those who break the law will be 

dealt with in the appropriate manner. 

"To my great regret, there are opponents of the withdrawal who have infiltrated and who want 

to prevent from leaving those who want to," he said.  

Calling the settlers "very wise, intelligent and responsible," Mofaz doubted that they would 

provoke violence during the evacuation.  

"We do not think they will raise a hand against soldiers and police officers. We think that the 

proportion of people who want to leave voluntarily is high," he said. 
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1.14. Palestinians under withdrawal curfew 

16 Aug 2005 

Palestinian communities living near Jewish settlements are bracing themselves for a month-

long Israeli-imposed closure set to start on Tuesday.   

Residents of the Maani area of Dair al-Balah, adjacent to the colony of Kfarm Darom in the 

central Gaza Strip, were lining up in front of the gate to their fenced in community on Monday 

morning, waiting for Israeli approval to enter ahead of the closure. 

Abdullah Maani, 34, said residents were allowed out of the village for a few hours to buy food 

and supplies before the closure would be enforced, adding that they had yet to see any 

evidence of a withdrawal.   

"If we weren't hearing it from the radio and television stations, you would think there is no 

withdrawal going on. From where we stand, there are no signs of withdrawal.   

"The settlers in Kfar Darom seem to be going about their daily lives and we haven't seen any 

dismantling of infrastructure yet," said Maani, as he filed through a metal turnstile with dozens 

of other residents, waiting to be searched.    

Stocking up 

Nearby residents carried bags of potatoes and tomatoes, and gallons of water that they loaded 

off donkey carts. All vehicles are banned from entering the village. 

Israeli forces notified the Palestinians living near the illegal settlement of a month-long closure 

of their community this past Friday. 

Earlier in the week, villagers from the northern Gaza Strip village of al-Siyafa, sandwiched 

between the settlements of Dugit, Eli Sinai, and Nisanit, transported cooking gas, vegetables, 

and an electric generator in preparation for a similar closure.   

The two enclosed villages, in combination with the larger enclave of Mawasi southern Gaza, 

located within the Gush Qatif settlement bloc, have borne the brunt of Israel's closure regime, 

which saw their villages sealed off from the rest of Gaza in the name of security for the 

settlers.   

Closures have been particularly stringent in the past five years of the intifada, during which 

movement for local residents and access for international organisations has been extremely 

restricted. 

Settler provocations 

Palestinians living near the settlements, such as those in Maani, fear the settlers may resort to 

violence to protest against their removal. 
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"We are afraid the settlers might do something to us, to harm us in protest of the 

disengagement," said Abdullah Maani. 

Kfar Darom is a bastion of hardline settlers, and Israeli forces expect to face much resistance 

in evacuating the isolated colony.   

Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erikat on Tuesday called on Israel to resume final status 

negotiations, on issues such as Jerusalem and Palestinian refugees, after the pullout from 

Gaza.  

Optimistic thoughts 

"From the day that we resume talks on final status issues I am sure it would take six months 

to reach a settlement," Erikat said at a press conference in Gaza City. "The rule of law and the 

fate of people will be decided after the disengagement through ballots and not bullets."  

Gaza has been wracked by lawlessness in recent months, as armed groups and security forces 

jockey for credit and power ahead of January parliamentary elections. Most of the infighting 

has been within the ranks of the Palestinian Authority itself, often between disgruntled security 

officers and corrupt officials.   

On Monday night, the Fatah-linked al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades rallied throughout Gaza city's 

streets, shooting their weapons in the air and declaring: "We shall never lay down our 

weapons". On Tuesday, armed members of Islamic Jihad did the same, "reminding" 

Palestinians that it was they who forced the Israeli settlers out of Gaza. 

Erikat said the PA hopes to reach an understanding with factions on the matter through 

dialogue under the banner One Weapon, One Authority.   

Barrier protests 

Meanwhile, in the West Bank village of Bilain, Palestinians continued their non-violent 

demonstrations against the separation barrier that is annexing 52% of their farm land, despite 

media attention focused on the ongoing disengagement from Gaza.   

Young Palestinian girls led a group of 400 people, including Palestinians, Israeli and 

international activists, in a peaceful demonstration as they demanded access to their land. 

"Settlers today are beginning to withdraw from Gaza. We are happy for the Palestinians there. 

But as that goes on, Israel is expanding settlements on our land here in Bilain, and those 

settlers leaving Gaza are being brought here," the group said in a statement they read out, a 

copy of which was received by Aljazeera.net.  

"This solves nothing, but rather moves the problem from one place to another. We need real 

answers that provide security for us all.” 
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1.15. Gaza settlers, Israeli forces clash 

16 Aug 2005 

Clashes have erupted between Israeli settlers and hundreds of security forces inside the main 

Gaza settlement as removal vans tried to reach houses of residents facing eviction.  

About 1000 police and soldiers on Tuesday stormed into the Neve Dekalim settlement as 

hundreds of orange-clad protesters tried to block the path of several removal lorries.  

Many were thrown to the floor in the violent pushing and shoving as settlers, most of them 

youngsters, threw themselves at the wall of police barring their way.  

 Up to 50 protesters were arrested, most of them dragged off screaming and kicking as the 

crowd howled in rage: "Jews don't evict Jews!"  

Silent tears rolled down the face of one female soldier in the barricade as a young settler 

woman was knocked to the floor and nearly crushed under the feet of the raging crowd.  

 Many settlers, men and women, broke down in tears, while others were enraged. "Nazis! 

Shame on you," spat one religious man.  

Protesters ejected 

Israeli police ejected the 50 detainees from the Gaza Strip, the first expulsions from 

settlements in the occupied territory since the start of Israel's planned pullout, officials said.  

Police said the demonstrators, all non-residents detained during scuffles at the main 

settlement of Neve Dekalim, had been taken into Israel and offered release on the condition 

they agree not to try to return to the Gaza enclaves.  

A police spokeswoman said only four detainees had refused and were being kept in custody. 

Hundreds of other protesters remained in a standoff with security forces in Neve Dekalim. 

Deadline 

Israeli police had used a bulldozer and bolt cutters to break down the gates into the 

settlement to enable about 120 removal vans to enter Neve Dekalim.  

 A police spokesman said a decision had been made to forcibly enter Neve Dekalim to enable 

removal vans to have access to residents who wanted to leave of their own accord.  

"We came in at around 7 am (0400 GMT) in order to allow 120 trucks to get inside for those 

who want to voluntarily evacuate. We are not going to allow anyone to stop them," he told 

AFP.  

After midnight on Tuesday, settlers remaining in the Gaza Strip are to be removed by Israeli 

forces. 
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Neve Dekalim is the Gaza Strip's largest settlement and a key location for Jewish settlers 

resisting eviction. 

Hundreds of activists, many of them youths, had blocked police from entering on Monday, and 

moving trucks struggled to get through the crowd.  

Overnight arrests 

Israeli police arrested about 500 Jewish extremists opposed to the Gaza Strip pullout who tried 

to sneak into the settlements on Monday night, triggering clashes, military radio said on 

Tuesday.  

Parliamentary speaker Reuven Rivlin, who is opposed to the withdrawal, called on settlers "not 

to raise a hand against the security forces" during the historic operation, warning of the risk of 

"civil war".  

Among those arrested were a number of known settler leaders opposed to the pullout, which 

began on Monday when Israel sealed off the Gaza Strip and began issuing evacuation orders 

to settlers, the radio said.  

An Israeli army officer was wounded in the clashes, the radio said, adding that another 250 

settlers were forced away from the area without being arrested.  

The protesters were arrested near the Kissufim entry point between Israel and Gush Katif, the 

main bloc of Jewish settlements in the Gaza Strip. 

Later, an Israeli official said on Tuesday that nearly half the residents of the Jewish 

settlements in the Gaza Strip had left, hours before the expiration of an ultimatum to leave.  

"This plan is going as scheduled. Close to 50% of the residents have left," pullout coordinator 

Eival Giladi told a news conference. "I would say that in a few days, there will be no Jewish 

settlers or infiltrators left in Gaza." 
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1.16. Israel begins Gaza pullout  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2005 

9:08 MECCA TIME, 6:08 GMT 

Israel has formally begun its withdrawal from the occupied Gaza Strip by outlawing the 

continued presence of Jewish settlers in the Palestinian territory. 

"This is the final closing of the Kissufim road into Gaza. From this moment on, all entrance and 

stay in Gaza is prohibited for Israelis by law," army spokeswoman Major Sharon Feingold said 

after Sunday midnight. 

"Tomorrow morning from very early the plan is to go into Gaza and ask them (the settlers) to 

kindly come with us," she added.  

The 8000-9000 Jewish settlers who have made Gaza their home have a 48-hour grace period 

to leave before Israeli police and soldiers begin to forcibly evacuate all 21 settlements in the 

Palestinian territory on Wednesday. 

Eviction notices to all 21 settlements in the Gaza Strip and four of 120 in the West Bank went 

into effect at midnight (2100 GMT Sunday), setting the clock ticking on a 48-hour grace period 

to cross into Israel. 

Israeli soldiers and police were to begin deploying at daybreak on Monday to distribute 

eviction notices to settlers in Gaza, the military said in a statement.  

It added that the orders would require settlers to "evacuate their homes and all areas 

designated for evacuation".  

But Israel's military early on Monday cancelled an operation to deliver by hand eviction notices 

to individual homes in six Gaza settlements, saying it wanted to respect the wishes of the 

settlers there.  

Military spokeswoman Feingold said the settlers at the six locations preferred to receive the 

notices in the mail.  

Settlers at several of the settlements planned to block the entrances to prevent soldiers from 

entering with the notices.  

Notices were to be distributed to the other 15 Gaza colonies on Monday morning as planned, 

said Feingold.  

Israel is also to dismantle another four enclaves in the northern West Bank before 

recalling all its soldiers from Gaza by early October, drawing a line under a 38-year 

occupation. 

 Military deployment  
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The Israeli army sealed off access to the Gaza colonies and an army convoy rolled into the 

Gaza Strip on Monday at the start of the operation which is expected to last several weeks. 

About 50 vehicles, including jeeps, ambulances and buses carrying police and soldiers, 

streamed into the Gaza Strip, where troops planned to enter settlements later in the day to 

inform settlers they had until Wednesday to leave or be forcibly removed. 

Troops closed the Kissufim border crossing - the only active entrance to Gaza since Israel 

imposed a partial military closure on the territory weeks ago - to ward off rightists from 

infiltrating to try and help the settlers resist the evacuation. 

 "Stop. Entry into the Gaza Strip and presence there is forbidden by law! August 15, 2005," 

read a sign the military posted on a gate at the crossing. 

State compensation 

Hundreds of Gaza settlers have signed state compensation deals to leave the 

territory ahead of the 17 August deadline, but the army said about 5000 opponents 

of the pullout have slipped into the enclaves to boost resistance to the withdrawal. 

The World Court views Jewish settlements in the West Bank and Gaza, occupied territories 

where 3.8 million Palestinians live, as illegal. Israel disputes this and many settlers claim the 

territories as their biblical birthright. 

Palestinians welcome the withdrawal but fear Israel will use it as an excuse to tighten its hold 

on the West Bank, where Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, with American acquiescence, 

plans to strengthen large settlement blocs.  

Washington hopes the pullout plan will lead to renewed Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. 

Violent opposition  

Soon after the Israeli army declared the formal start to the pullout operation, furious settlers 

smashed car windows and set fire to tyres early on Monday.  

At least four vehicles had their windows smashed at the entrance to the main settlement of 

Neve Dekalim in the south of the territory where protesters also tried to slash the tyres of a 

military vehicle. 

An army jeep was also among the vehicles which had its windows smashed. The assailants 

managed to grab a pile of maps of the Gaza settlements which they promptly threw on the 

burning tyres. 

Efforts by officials from the main settlers' lobby Yesha to calm down the crowds fell on deaf 

ears and journalists were assaulted by irate youths. 

"This is not what we planned but we cannot control these young people," one of the main 

leaders of Yesha, Shaul Goldstein, said. 
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"This activity undermines our struggle," added Goldstein who is the mayor of the Gush Etzion 

regional council in the occupied West Bank. 

It was only when members of the council's security team arrived on the scene that the protest 

began to fizzle out. 
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1.17. Israeli army evicts Gaza Strip settlers 

 

17 Aug 2005 

Israeli troops have begun the forced eviction of thousands of Jewish settlers from the Gaza 

Strip after nearly four decades of occupation.  

Unarmed soldiers on Wednesday broke through burning barricades and went door to door 

ordering people out of their homes in five settlements, while police grabbed protesters and 

pushed them onto waiting buses.  

Confrontation loomed as forces fanned out in the largest enclave, Neve Dekalim, where 

hundreds of ultranationalist youths who slipped into the community of red-roofed homes in 

recent weeks, holed up in a synagogue for a possible last stand.  

"I don't want to. I don't want to," one woman wept as four female soldiers, each grabbing a 

limb, carried her out of her home in Neve Dekalim.  

The operation, the culmination of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan for the first removal of 

settlements from land Palestinians want for a state, began after a midnight deadline for Gaza 

settlers to leave or face eviction.  

Sharon reviled 

Sharon, once the settlers' champion but now reviled by them as a traitor, voiced sympathy for 

the evacuees but appealed to them not to attack troops.  

"I am responsible for this. Attack me," Sharon, who has billed his plan as "disengagment" 

from conflict with the Palestinians, said sombrely in a televised address.  

In Neve Dekalim, soldiers retreated from a house where residents started shrieking and 

smashing glassware.  

Some settlers scuffled with soldiers, and police said one woman was arrested for stabbing and 

lightly wounding a soldier.  

A 54-year-old woman opposed to the pullout set herself on fire at a roadblock near the 

southern town of Netivot, suffering life-threatening burns on 70% of her body, police and 

hospital officials said.  

She had been at the roadblock since the morning, carrying an anti-Gaza pullout sign, said 

police spokeswoman Liat Nidam.  

Paramedic Osnat Asulil said he asked the woman why she did it, and she responded that it 

was an act of protest.  
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Aljazeera correspondent Shirin Abu Aqla, who is in Neve Dekalimin, reported piles of garbage 

had been left in the streets for days. Fires were lit as barricades against police.   

Notice given 

In the Morag settlement, troops accompanied by bulldozers made their way past makeshift 

barricades and marched in.  

Smoke from tyre and rubbish fires billowed over the area.  

Dozens of other settlers and their supporters left without a fight, some even tearfully hugging 

soldiers before filing onto buses waiting to ferry them across the border into Israel.  

Seventeen-member squads have been training for the operation for weeks, practising 

scenarios that include violent resistance.  

Government eviction notices went into effect on Monday, but settlers were given 48 hours to 

leave or be removed from all 21 settlements in Gaza and four of 120 enclaves in the West 

Bank.  

Homes demolished 

A Reuters photographer saw bulldozers move in and start demolishing buildings vacated by 

settlers in the northern Gaza settlement of Nissanit.  

Taking heed of warnings, many of Gaza's 8500 settlers packed up trucks ahead of the 

Wednesday deadline to quit the Gaza Strip, home to 1.4 million Palestinians, and joined an 

exodus ending Israel's 38-year occupation of the coastal area.  

But the army estimated that about half the settler population would remain in defiance.  

Polls indicate that most Israelis back the pullout, but rightist opponents call it a reward to 

Palestinian violence and a betrayal of Israel's biblical birthright.  

A hard core of 5000 pullout opponents reached Gaza settlements in recent weeks despite a 

military closure.  

Palestinians cautious 

From the roof of buildings in the nearby Palestinian town of Khan Yunus, residents watched 

gleefully as troops moved in.  

"I feel like I could fly, I am so happy," said Abu Ahmad, a father of 10 whose house was 

demolished by Israeli troops during a five-year-old Palestinian uprising.  

Palestinians welcome withdrawal from any land captured in the 1967 Middle East war.  
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They also fear Sharon devised the plan as a ruse to cement Israel's hold on most of the West 

Bank, where 230,000 settlers and 2.4 million Palestinians live.  

Compensation 

Israeli officials raised the prospect that the army could finish evacuation of settlers in two 

days, speeding an operation the military had said it hoped to complete by 4 September. 

Four small Gaza settlements and two in the northern West Bank had evacuated on their own, 

ahead of the deadline.  

But signs of defiance remained. In Kfar Darom, a hardline religious stronghold, many settlers 

vowed to stay.  

Officials say 66% of settler families have accepted compensation deals.  

Those who refused to go could lose a third of the money, ranging from $150,000 to $400,000 

a family.  

The army intends to pull out the last troops from Gaza in early October and turn over the land 

to the Palestinian Authority.  

The World Court describes Israel's settlements as illegal. Israel disputes this.  

Israel says the withdrawal will end its occupation of Gaza, but Palestinians say that can only 

happen once they gain full control of borders and airspace. Israel is reluctant to allow that for 

now, citing security reasons.  
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1.18. Gaza deadline passes, eviction to start 

17 Aug 2005 

Israel has set in motion its plan to forcibly remove thousands of Jewish settlers who defied a 

midnight deadline for leaving the Gaza Strip voluntarily and end 38 years of occupation.  

The Gaza pullout, hailed by Palestinian resistance as a victory and assailed by its Israeli 

opponents as surrender to violence, will mark the first removal of Jewish settlements from 

land that Palestinians want for a state.  

Military convoys brought troops to the biggest settlement of Neve Dekalim and several 

expected strongholds of resistance at the start of the evacuation of the 21 Gaza settlements, 

an operation which the army hopes to complete by 4 September.  

By the time the deadline passed at midnight (2100 GMT) on Tuesday, the mood in Neve 

Dekalim had shifted from anger and despair towards resignation.  

Some settlers loaded belongings into containers with the help of soldiers.  

Forlorn youths sat on the dusty kerb of the entrance to Neve Dekalim, blankly watching 

military and police vehicles go in and out.  

Some said they planned to make their last stand in the Jewish synagogue.  

"It's truly difficult to live with what's happening but we're still praying for a miracle," said 

teenager Sarit Noy.  

Yael Yarim, 50, who was preparing to leave, said: "My heart has been broken."  

Settlers who had said before the deadline expired that they were ready to depart will be 

allowed to send a family member back to help pack belongings after settlements are 

evacuated, an army spokesman said.  

Little value  

The army estimated about half of the 8500 Gaza settlers remained in defiance of Prime 

Minister Ariel Sharon's plan to "disengage" from occupied areas he said have little security 

value for the Jewish state.  

 A majority of Israelis back the plan. 

 

Some of Gaza's settlements appeared deserted by midnight, while settlers elsewhere waited 

for an expected confrontation at dawn with soldiers ready to forcibly evict them from the strip 

Israel occupied in the 1967 Middle East war.  
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The Israeli military said three Gaza settlements were empty and most settlers had left three 

others. 

But about 5000 hardcore opponents of the withdrawal have slipped into Gaza settlements in 

the past few weeks in spite of a partial military closure of the area. Their presence has 

aroused fears that violence could erupt.  

In Kfar Darom, a stronghold of the religious far-right, no settlers said they planned to leave. 

Shifting huge concrete blocks, they reinforced the synagogue as a possible redoubt.  

Unarmed 16-member evacuation squads made up of soldiers, police and paramilitary police 

have been training for the operation for weeks, practising scenarios that include violent 

resistance.  

One settlement, Dugit in the northern Gaza Strip, is already empty. Residents of two of the 

four West Bank settlements designated for evacuation have also left.  

Officials say 66% of settler families have accepted compensation deals. Those who refused to 

go could lose a third of the money, ranging from $150,000 to $400,000 per family.  

The army had a taste of Jew-versus-Jew confrontation on Tuesday, clashing in Neve Dekalim 

with hundreds of protesters.  

After dark, they returned in greater force to urge settlers to take their last chance to get out 

under their own steam.  

Defiant settlements  

Some Gaza settlers preparing to resist evacuation barricaded themselves in synagogues as 

Israeli troops poured into defiant settlements. 

In Neve Dekalim, the largest Gaza settlement, about 2000 people, most of them youthful 

"reinforcements" from the West Bank, were holed up in the main synagogue, and a similar 

number of soldiers and police were already deployed in the settlement to haul the diehards 

out. 

Scores of settlers and their supporters congregated in the synagogues at Neve Dekalim and 

Kfar Darom on Tuesday, dancing around sacred Torah scrolls in a display of religious fervour. 

Earlier on Tuesday, Neve Dekalim settlers pelted army troops and their buses with eggs and 

stones, trying to disrupt a peaceful departure of other settlers who had packed their 

belongings into huge container trucks.  

Police handcuffed and detained several withdrawal opponents, and seemed to target non-

residents who have flowed into Gaza in recent weeks.  

Israeli Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz said he expected the evacuation to take about two weeks.  



Al-Jazeera English: the Opinion and the Other Opinion 
  

J.J. de Graaf  46
   
 

"I look with hope to the future, that the price we are paying ... will in the end bring about a 

positive change in Israel's situation," he said. 
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1.19. Abbas hails Palestinian sacrifice 

18 Aug 2005  

Amid shukr (thanks) prayers performed by many Palestinians, President Mahmoud Abbas has 

said Israel's withdrawal from the Gaza Strip is the fruit of Palestinian sacrifice.  

Addressing a crowd of supporters from his ruling Fatah party at the mothballed Palestinian 

airport in southern Gaza on Friday, Abbas hailed the end of Israel's occupation of Gaza as "the 

fruit of Palestinian sacrifice". 

"We want on this occasion to pay homage to our martyrs, to our prisoners, to our wounded 

and all those among our people who have made sacrifices," he said. 

Earlier in the day, Israeli troops pushed through burning barricades and dragged screaming 

protesters from the Gadid settlement synagogue in an assault on one of the last pockets of 

defiance to evacuation from the Gaza Strip.  

Diehard settlers took to rooftops in the tiny enclave shouting "Nazis" as forces swept in on 

Friday, hours after clearing Gaza's main settlements of Kfar Darom and Neve Dekalim. 

 First step 

During his speech on Friday, the Palestinian leader reiterated calls for his people to bolster the 

case for independence by refraining from violence.  

"This step is only the first step that will be completed in Jenin and in the West Bank and in 

Jerusalem God willing," Abbas said, reiterating his demand that Israel make further pullbacks.  

With the latest poll confirming solid support among the Israeli public for the pullout, troops 

rushed to wrap up their toughest tasks before the start of the Jewish Sabbath at sunset.  

Marching past flaming cars, unarmed riot troops surrounded Gadid's synagogue and forced 

their way in as 90 protesters, mostly radical youths who had locked themselves inside, lay on 

the floor. Some prayed. Others cried or shouted abuse.      

In what has become a familiar scene this week, police wrestled them out one by one and 

carried them to waiting buses - as they had in raids on two other enclaves on Thursday.   

Many of Gadid's 350 residents had already left but a few families and dozens of protesters 

remained, in defiance of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan to dismantle settlements on 

occupied Palestinian land. 

Columns of black smoke rose from piles of burning tyres and debris as security forces took up 

position around the settlement's synagogue, where about 25 settlers and supporters were 

barricaded inside.  

Main strongholds 
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Earlier, the Israeli army said it has completed evacuation of Kfar Darom and Neve Dekalim, 

the main strongholds of defiance to the Gaza pullout. 

Security forces stormed synagogues in both settlements on Thursday, dragging off settlers 

and their supporters attempting to obstruct Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan for giving up 

settlements on land where Palestinians seek a state. 

The army said 1850 Israelis were evacuated from Neve Dekalim and 655 from Kfar Darom. 

"The armed forces and the Israel police will continue the evacuation of the Gaza Strip and 

northern West Bank communities with sensitivity and determination," the army said in a 

statement. 

Under Sharon's plan for "disengagement" from conflict with the Palestinians, Israel will give up 

all 21 Gaza settlements and four of 120 in the West Bank.  

Palestinians have welcomed the withdrawals, but fear Israel intends to strengthen its hold on 

bigger West Bank settlements.  

Injuries  

The clearing of Kfar Darom and Neve Dekalim was a huge challenge for the Israeli forces 

assigned to evict Jewish settlers.  

Clashes between settlers and security forces trying to clear them injured 44 people earlier on 

Thursday.  

Among them were 27 police officers and three soldiers who were trying to remove settlers 

holed up at a synagogue and on the roof of a building at Kfar Darom. 

"What we saw here crossed all boundaries," said the army officer in charge, Dan Harel. 

"Everybody who was now on the roof will be arrested and put in jail."  

 By Thursday night, Israeli forces said they had cleared 14 of 21 Jewish settlements in the 

strip. 

 UN praise 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan on Thursday commended Sharon for his courage and 

leadership in going through with his plan to pull out of Gaza. 

 "If there is to be peace in the Middle East, it will require leadership, vision and the willingness 

of leaders on both sides to make sacrifices for the greater good.  

"In this context, the secretary-general commends the courageous decision of Prime Minister 

Sharon to carry through with the painful process of disengagement from the Gaza Strip and 

part of the northern West Bank," his chief spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.  
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"The secretary-general hopes that both Palestinians and Israelis will exercise restraint in this 

challenging period," he added. 

Annan "believes that a successful disengagement should be the first step towards a 

resumption of the peace process," in line with the road map to peace set out by the quartet of 

international mediators -- the United Nations, European Union, Russia and the United States, 

Dujarric said. 

Annan also encouraged Palestinian leaders to show their commitment to peace and security 

"by establishing the rule of law in Gaza following the withdrawal", Dujarric said in a statement.  

He also condemned a Wednesday attack in which a Jewish settler in the West Bank grabbed a 

gun from a security guard and killed four Palestinian labourers, calling it "a terror attack", 

Annan's spokesman said.  

Intimidation  

In the West Bank on Thursday, an assailant shot at the car of a senior Hamas leader in what 

he called an attempt to intimidate the Islamic group for its vow to continue fighting Israel. 

The shooting at Hassan Youssef's car came against a backdrop of growing insecurity as well as 

intensifying rivalry between Hamas and President Mahmoud Abbas' dominant Fatah 

movement, which favours negotiations with the Jewish state. 

Youssef, who was not in the car at the time, said his bodyguard shot the assailant and 

appeared to have hit him.  

Witnesses said one round hit the door of Youssef's vehicle.  

The Hamas leader did not directly blame any group or country - including Israel - for the 

shooting but called it "an attempt to silence us since we are still talking about resistance". 

Hamas, unlike Abbas, is sworn to destroying Israel rather than negotiating for a Palestinian 

state alongside it. 

Fatah officials said Fatah, which includes armed resistance factions, had no links to the 

shooting.  

Hamas has largely followed a six-month-old truce with Israel to allow Tel Aviv to carry out its 

withdrawal from Gaza settlements.  

It is expected to do well in January parliamentary elections, the first it will contest. 

Israel has made clear that it will not discuss Palestinian statehood unless groups such as 

Hamas are disarmed. 
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1.20. 600 Gaza settlers to move to W Bank  

21 aug 

At least 600 Jewish settlers to be evacuated from the Gaza Strip will move to a West Bank 

settlement, an official in the settlement said on Sunday. 

The Gaza settlement of Netzarim is scheduled to be evacuated on Monday, one of the last in 

the pullout that began last week. In the interest of keeping Netzarim residents together, most 

will move to dormitories of a college in the West Bank settlement of Ariel, where they will live 

for at least a few months, said Yigal Cohen-Orgad, the college's chairman.  

"When they appealed to us over the weekend, we were happy to give them the option of 

moving in," Cohen-Orgad told Israel Radio.  

It was not immediately clear whether the Netzarim families would remain in the West Bank 

permanently, but the secretary of Netzarim official, Eliahu Ozen, implied they would, according 

to the Yediot Ahronot newspaper.  

When asked whether they would stay in the West Bank for good, Ozen replied: "We are a 

community with a very strong ideological background and we would like a mission with a clear 

ideological purpose, so this idea is being considered." 

Peace plan 

Israel has committed under the terms of the US-backed "road map" peace plan not to expand 

Jewish settlements.  

The deal outlining the move was ironed out secretly, because Netzarim residents intend to 

oppose the efforts to move them on Monday, Yediot reported. Netzarim's rabbi told residents 

they could begin packing their belongings to move, Yediot said.  

Other settlers who have been evacuated from Gaza have moved on their own into temporary 

housing in the West Bank.  

While Prime Minister Ariel Sharon hopes Israel's pullout from all 21 Gaza settlements will 

cement Israel's hold on Ariel and other major settlement blocks in the West Bank, he has said 

no new West Bank settlements would be set up as a result of the withdrawal. 
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1.21. One Gaza settlement left to be cleared 

21 Aug 2005 

Israeli troops and police have finished evacuating the main Jewish settlement bloc in the Gaza 

Strip, leaving only one of the original 21 enclaves on the removal roster.  

Security sources said Jewish settlers had been evacuated from Atzmona, Slav and Katif, the 

last enclaves remaining in the Gush Katif bloc.  

Police were still scouring the area for rightist youths who had slipped in to reinforce resistance 

to the evacuations. 

The army had no immediate comment on the situation in Gush Katif, but said its forces had 

evacuated the northern Gaza settlement of Elei Sinai.  

With Gush Katif emptied of residents, the sole remaining settlement in occupied Gaza is 

Netzarim, which is scheduled to be evacuated on Monday, allowing the entire Gaza evacuation 

to be compressed into one week. 

Before the evacuation began, Israeli leaders said it might take three weeks to remove all the 

settlers from Gaza, taking into account attacks from Palestinians or extremist Israelis.  

Violence 

The evacuation has proceeded with little violence, but an Israeli soldier was wounded when 

Palestinians opened fire on an army post in southern Gaza on Sunday. 

"An Israeli soldier was wounded in his hand by Palestinian fire on an Israeli post guarding 

Neve Dekalim," an army spokeswoman said.  

The soldier, who was lightly injured, was taken to hospital, she added.  

Neve Dekalim, once the largest Jewish community in Gaza, was evacuated of all residents last 

week. 

Thousands of Palestinian security forces have been deployed around the perimeter of the 

settlements to guard against attacks on Israeli troops and settlers during the pullout. 

Officials hope all 21 Gaza settlements will be empty by Tuesday. 

Cabinet approval 

Israel's cabinet gave final approval on Sunday to the evacuation of the last seven of 25 Gaza 

and West Bank settlements marked for dismantling.  

Meanwhile in the West Bank, extremists exchanged blows with soldiers and slashed tyres of 

army jeeps near Sanur, one of the enclaves to be dismantled later this week.  
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In comments at the start of a cabinet meeting on Sunday, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon called 

acts of violent resistance to the pullout "hooliganism" and said Jewish settler leaders - once his 

friends and allies - were exploiting the suffering of their followers to push a political agenda.  

Bulldozers at work 

Earlier on Sunday, bulldozers smashed through the gated front entrance of Katif, where 

settlers had set fire to piles of tyres and rubbish, before several hundred troops and police 

surged in to begin evicting residents.  

In Atzmona, more than a thousand unarmed troops and police forces barged through the 

entrance, greeted by chants of "Jews do not expel Jews" where about 60 families and 200 

right-wing activists are still holed up.  

In the evacuated Ganei Tal, workers were drilling and hammering away to dismantle the 

interior of the synagogue as evicted settlers were allowed back in to pack their belongings.  

West Bank 

Evacuation of the four West Bank enclaves - out of 120 - is expected later in the week, after 

completion of the Gaza operation.  

Two of the four, Ganim and Kadim next to the West Bank town of Jenin, are empty, but 

security officials estimate that more than 2000 extremists have moved into the other two, 

where a few a dozen families were living when the pullout plan was announced almost two 

years ago.  

The extra hands have shown potential for igniting violence during the evacuation, and a 

security official acknowledged that a scenario of holdouts opening fire on troops was possible.  

Reclamation 

Preparing to take control of the settlement areas in the most significant change in the Middle 

East map in decades, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas signed a decree on Saturday 

appropriating Jewish settlement land for public use once Israel's evacuation is complete.  

Abbas' proclamation seizing control of the evacuated Gaza land was meant to assert the 

authority of the Palestinian government in an area still largely dominated by political regional 

commanders, and where corruption among officials is deeply ingrained.  

Many Palestinians feared prime land could end up in the hands of senior officials of the ruling 

Fatah organisation.  

The 21 settlements, with 8500 residents, and several military installations controlled about 

20% of the land in the narrow coastal strip that also is home to 1.3 million Palestinians.  

About 9% of the land expropriated by Israel is claimed by private Palestinian owners, who will 

have an opportunity to reclaim their property, while the rest had been in the public domain.  
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Abbas has warned his people that the world will regard developments in Gaza as a test of 

whether the Palestinians are ready for independence.  

Earlier, Abbas met US State Department Assistant Secretary David Welch and expressed the 

need for continued US concern for the future of the Middle East after the pullout. 

Welch's surprise visit was the first by a US envoy to Gaza since a US diplomatic convoy was 

attacked two years ago in the occupied strip.  

Resistance adamant 

Sharon has insisted that Abbas pacify Gaza and disarm resistance groups before he agrees to 

return to talks about the road map peace plan, introduced more than two years ago by US 

President Bush, but quickly stalemated.  

As Abbas issued his decree, dozens of masked fighters from the Hamas movement briefly took 

over the central square of Gaza City in a show of defiance against the president, and made 

clear the resistance had no intention of disarming.  

"We will keep all our weapons, and our military equipment, and we will develop it further, God 

willing. Our battle with the enemy is long and will continue," said a spokesman known only as 

Abu Obaideh.  

Abbas also announced that 25 January will be the date for Palestinian parliamentary elections, 

postponed from July.  

Hamas is expected to do well in the voting, fielding candidates for the first time. 
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1.22. Media puts pullout passions on display 

22 Aug 2005 

As Israeli soldiers dragged Jewish settlers from their homes, one settler walked in front of 

about a dozen television cameras and began wailing "How could they do this? This is the land 

of Israel." 

When the cameras were turned off, he stopped crying and walked away.  

Another family invited a television crew into their homes and then insisted that soldiers should 

drag them out.  

There is no question that settlers were genuinely grieving over the loss of their homes, their 

livelihood and their dreams.  

But they were also keenly aware that their struggle was being broadcast across the world, 

showing how difficult it is for the Jewish state to pull settlers out from occupied land.  

"The (settlers') goal was to create a legacy, a trauma that was so big ... that no Israeli 

government would dare to do something similar in the future," said Nahum Barnea, a 

columnist for the Yediot Ahronot newspaper.  

Political decision 

And that goal may, along with intense media coverage, have dovetailed with the aims of 

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, who has said that Israel will not consider pulling the bulk of 

its settlers from the West Bank, the heartland of biblical Israel, despite pressure from 

Washington to evacuate more settlements.  

"The political decision to let the media in was to get every favourable point in world public 

opinion," said veteran military correspondent Ron Ben Yishai.  

"The reason was to show the world, look how it is when we have to evict ... people from Gaza 

... Try to imagine what will happen if you try to evict all the settlements in Judea and 

Samaria," he added using the biblical names for the West Bank.  

The Israeli army, which sometimes limits press coverage of military operations, let more than 

500 journalists - one for every three settler families - into Gaza to cover the withdrawal, and 

provided shuttle buses and refreshments.  

Embedded 

Journalists were in almost every settler home, embedded with military units and broadcasting 

live from synagogues as the army dragged settlers out of houses of worship.  
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"Every side, the Palestinians, the Israelis, the settlers all know the media is the most dominant 

tool to achieve your goals and they use it," said Major Sharon Feingold, a spokeswoman for 

the Israeli army.  

In the months leading up to the pullout, there was a sharp dispute in the army over how to 

handle media coverage.  

Some senior commanders favoured limiting access for fear that the media would get in the 

way of soldiers.  

In the end, the chief of staff, Lieutenantt General Dan Halutz intervened and allowed free 

access.  

The army apparently felt that it would be impossible to block the press and was also keen to 

show the world - and Israelis at home - that it was sensitive to the settlers, an image far 

different from what the world was used to see of an army that has just spent years violently 

cracking down on Palestinian protesters and resistance fighters. 

Training 

Police trained for a year for the mission and rarely used force, even when settlers taunted 

them and drenched them with paint.  

Many soldiers were visibly moved by the settlers and several could be seen breaking in tears 

as they were forced to pull settlers out of their homes.  

"They trained the soldiers and policemen to be aware all the time ," Ben Yishai said. "It means 

how you look, not just what do you do." 

The settlers' publicity offensive may have backfired.  

Holocaust imagery 

Some had dressed in Nazi concentration camp uniforms, wearing Stars of David on their 

clothing.  

Many Israelis were angered by the sight of settlers using Holocaust imagery and of photos of 

children being brought before the cameras and settlers attacking soldiers. 

Sharon said the settlers' plight initially moved him to tears, but he told the Haaretz daily that 

when he saw dozens of ultranationalist youths hurling bottles and pouring harmful substances 

on the soldiers "the pain turned to rage." 

And the fact that the army completed the Gaza withdrawal in just a week may be an indication 

that the withdrawal was not as gut wrenching as many people had anticipated.  

"Until now it was easier than expected," Ben Yishai said. "I don't think that the settlers 

succeeded in making it look like a national trauma." 
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1.23. Activists hear Palestinians' woes 

By Khalid Amayreh in the West Bank  

22 aug 

When Corinna Vicenzi and her mostly Italian delegation of about 120 women arrived in the 

West Bank this week, they expected widespread optimism about the Israeli withdrawal from 

the Gaza Strip. 

Instead, what the peace activists witnessed was more roadblocks, a further expansion of 

Jewish settlements and a giant wall encircling Palestinian population centres and cutting off 

East Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank. 

The Women in Black tour is aimed at fostering peace between Israelis and Palestinians. 

The international peace movement of Women in Black began in January 1988, one month after 

the first Palestinian intifada (uprising) broke out.  

Regular vigils were held by a group of Israeli women to protest over the occupation, and soon 

their idea spread from country to country, wherever women sought to speak out against 

injustice in their own part of the world.  

Testimony 

On Saturday, the Women in Black delegation, which was in Jerusalem for the movement's 

13th international conference, visited the southern West Bank town of Hebron. 

There they heard of the suffering by ordinary Palestinian women whose sons, husbands and 

other relatives have been killed, maimed or imprisoned by the Israeli occupation army, 

especially since the outbreak of the al-Aqsa intifada in September 2000. 

The mostly Italian delegation, which included a few other European women activists, heard 

testimony from Sarah Karajeh, president of the local Palestinian women's union, whose 

husband was killed by undercover Israeli soldiers three years ago. 

Karajeh, who described the Israeli occupation as "an act of rape", called on women around the 

world to stand up for justice and not be "deceived by the negative stereotypical images about 

our people and our cause".  

"We don't have the means to defend ourselves. And I don't reveal a secret when I say that we 

essentially rely on the world public opinion, people like you, for our survival. So don't let us 

down." 

Tribunal demanded 

Another Palestinian woman, whose 14-year-old daughter was seriously wounded by a stray 

bullet fired by an Israeli soldier near the Ibrahim Mosque in downtown Hebron last year, 
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demanded the creation of an independent international tribunal to which Palestinians could go 

for justice. 

"Every Palestinian family has been gravely wronged by Israel, and the Israeli justice system 

doesn't and can't give us true justice. The occupation and justice are after all starkly 

incompatible." 

"Hence, we demand the creation of a genuine judicial body to which Palestinians can approach 

for redress," the woman added.  

A third Palestinian woman, Sara Abu Sharar, dismissed Israeli claims that repression of 

Palestinians was a response to "suicide bombings". 

Abu Sharar said her husband, Salim Safi, died of torture at the hands of Israelis inside a 

torture cell on 6 January 1971. 

"There were no suicide bombings then, there was no intifada. Yet, they killed my husband and 

tormented my family and me personally for many years to come." 

'Slow death' 

Dua'a Takruri, 21, who spoke in English, described the "slow death" being meted out to more 

than 9000 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails, including her father, Haroun Takruri, who has 

been behind bars for 20 years for resisting the Israeli occupation. 

"When I visit my dad, I see him only through double glass. They don't allow any physical 

contacts. They treat us like animals, and after five minutes, they tell us time is up." 

Vicenzi described the "separation wall", as Israelis call it (Palestinians call it the apartheid wall) 

"a totally inhumane structure". 

"It is something very very remote from anything relating to humanity," she told Aljazeera.net. 

She added that her group adopted the slogan "The wall must fall". 

"When we return to Italy, we will communicate to the Italian public everything we have 

witnessed and encountered." 

EU lobbying 

Asked if she would lobby EU political institutions to urge them to take a tougher stand on the 

wall, Vicenzi said her delegation's priority was to build a grassroots movement in Italy and 

across Europe to promote peace and justice in Palestine and Israel. 

“We very strongly believe that a strong public opinion can prompt change provided it has the 

correct information," Vicenzi said. "This is why we are here." 
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An Austrian member of the delegation, Paula Abrams-Hourani, said it was essential that 

European peace activists concentrated on the "terrible problem of Palestinian political 

prisoners, especially children". 

Assault 

At the end of the meeting, which took place at the Palestinian University Alumni Union building 

in downtown Hebron, a Palestinian woman, Nawraz Kawasmi, spoke about the Israeli 

withdrawal from Gaza, saying it was "the fruit of our struggle and sacrifices". 

"It is not a gift from Israelis. It is the price of our blood and sacrifices. This withdrawal is not a 

solution. Israel must leave the West Bank and Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the heart of Palestine, 

and Palestine can't live without her heart." 

After the meeting, the activists toured the old town of Hebron, where Jewish settlers threw 

stones, eggs and rotten tomatoes at them. 

Three women were hit in the assault 
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2.1. Gaza settlers' greenhouses to be handed to Palestinians 

August 12, 2005 Friday 11:30 AM EST 
A private foundation has raised $14 million to buy most of the greenhouses in Jewish 
settlements in Gaza, a representative of former Israeli Knesset member Yossi Beilin said 
Friday. 
 
The Economic Cooperation Foundation will transfer the money to the settlers and the 
greenhouses will be handed over to the Palestinian Authority. 
 
The money was raised by International Quartet special envoy James Wolfensohn, a former 
World Bank president who also contributed $500,000 of his money.  
 
Beilin is one of the heads of the foundation and was involved in the talks. 
 
The announcement of the deal comes three days before the Israeli government will officially 
inform 9,000 Israeli Jews in 21 settlements in Gaza and four small settlements in the West 
Bank that they must leave as part of the government's disengagement plan. 
 
Israel has occupied the Palestinian territories of the West Bank and Gaza since the Six-Day 
War in 1967. 
 
Pre-disengagement move 
 
The move, spearheaded by longtime settlement supporter Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, is being 
applauded by some Israeli Jews and bitterly opposed by others. 
 
In light of the opposition -- before the disengagement begins next week -- a policy change 
announced Thursday bans nonresidents from the territory. The policy change was prompted by 
activists staying in Gaza to protest Israel's plan. 
 
Israel's Southern Command announced "only residents of the Israeli communities in the Gaza 
Strip will be allowed" entry into Gaza, where the Jewish state plans to end its decades-long 
presence. Rescue, security forces and service businesses will be allowed in, however. 
 
This announcement said the "policy change was decided upon in light of the illegal presence of 
a large number of individuals who have remained in the Gaza Strip long after their entry 
permits expired; these individuals disrupt the daily lives of residents and aim to prevent the 
implementation of the disengagement plan." 
 
This is a reference to recent infiltration of pro-settler activists into Gush Katif, a collection of 
17 separate settlements in Gaza. 
 
The disengagement plan has been greeted positively by Palestinians and throughout the 
international diplomatic community. 
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2.2.  The Situation: Friday, August 12 

August 13, 2005 

 

In the coming days, we are going to be watching the Israeli disengagement from Gaza very 

nervously. The potential is there for violence, including deadly violence -- not only between 

Israelis and Palestinians but among Israelis themselves. 

 

Having covered the Israeli-Arab conflict for three decades, I tend the fear for the worst. There 

are simply so many dangerous pitfalls; the passions are so explosive.  

 

Having said that, when seen over the long run, there have been positive developments over 

the years. In the aftermath of the 1973 war, Israel and Egypt began negotiations. That 

resulted in the late Egyptian President Anwar Sadat's historic trip to Jerusalem in 1977 and the 

peace treaty that was signed at the White House in 1979. 

 

Early during the Clinton administration, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian 

leader Yasser Arafat met on the White House lawn and shook hands. 

 

And the next year, in 1994, Israel signed a peace treaty with Jordan's late King Hussein. 

 

Those were moments of hope. Unfortunately, there have been way too many moments of 

despair and death. 

 

Israelis and Palestinians are now on the eve of a major potential turning point. We will be 

watching (and hoping for the best) every step of the way. 
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2.3. Palestinian: Withdrawal a victory for peace efforts 

August 14, 2005 

Living on the edge of an Israeli settlement in Gaza, Khalil Bashir has been wounded by Israeli 

shrapnel. An Israeli soldier once shot his son in the back. And Israeli troops have occupied his 

home near an Israeli settlement.  

 

But the Palestinian school principal still considers the Israelis friends and teaches his children 

to do the same. 

 

"Suppose I think of taking revenge. What is the result? What is the outcome?" Bashir asked. "I 

do believe that to forgive gives room for changing the mentality." 

 

When the Israeli settlement of Kfar Darom is evacuated in the coming days, the Bashir family 

will be able to accept visitors without permission from the military for the first time in five 

years. 

 

That was when Israeli soldiers moved into the top two floors of his home. The soldiers had 

asked Bashir and his family to leave, but he refused. 

 

"They repeated their order three times. I refused," he said. "They said if you don't want to 

leave, you must follow the stringent restrictions." 

 

As a result, the family has endured battles between the soldiers and militants trying to 

infiltrate the nearby settlement. Their home is scarred with bullet holes and damage from 

missiles. 

 

In April 2001 bullets crashed through the bedroom window, and shrapnel ripped into Bashir's 

skull. 

 

Last year an Israeli soldier shot Bashir's then 15-year-old son Yusif in the back in the presence 

of United Nations personnel. The incident attracted the attention of international media. 

 

The Israeli Army apologized for the shooting, and Yusif was treated in Israel. 

 

The bullet still lodged in his spine, the Palestinian teen harbors no resentment. 

 

"I love the Israelis because one day they saved my life," he said. "So if the soldier will change 

his uniform, (he) can speak with me without any problem." 

 

Yusif spend three weeks at a Seeds of Peace camp in Maine, which brings together Israeli and 

Palestinian youths in an effort to foment better relations. 

 

Donning a "Seeds of Peace" T-shirt, a cheery Yusif said he planned to become an "ambassador 
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of peace" for the program. 

 

The Bashirs have received thousands of letters of support over the years. Khalil Bashir said he 

plans to throw a party at his home to celebrate the pullout as a chance to put the past behind. 

 

"I don't look upon their withdrawal as a victory," he said. "The only winner is the cause of 

peace." 

 

Friends and family will not have to request permission from the Israeli military to attend the 

Bashirs' party. Khalil Bashir said everyone -- even Jewish settlers and Israeli soldiers -- is 

invited to the party. 

 

"We must not let our wounded memory guide our future," he said. 
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2.4. Security alert for Gaza withdrawal 

August 13, 2005 Saturday 12:17 PM EST 

Palestinian Authority security forces were on high alert, stationed outside settlements across 

Gaza to prevent violence as the withdrawal of Israeli troops and thousands of Jewish settlers 

begins Sunday at midnight. 

 

There is concern that Islamic radical groups such as Hamas or Islamic Jihad may incite 

violence that could disrupt the pullout, which involves the withdrawal of Israeli troops and 

about 9,000 Jewish settlers in Gaza and four small areas of the West Bank. 

 

Israel has given the settlers until Wednesday to leave their homes before they will be forcibly 

removed. 

 

Most of the settlers -- about 8,500 -- are to be evacuated from Gaza, where Israel has been 

closely coordinating with Palestinian security forces. A joint information and coordination 

center has been established at Erez Crossing along the northern Gaza-Israel border.  

 

However, a senior Palestinian minister told CNN's Ben Wedeman that Palestinian security 

forces in Gaza have been forced to buy bullets on the black market for about $8 a piece 

because Israel's military is not providing any ammunition for the ill-equipped forces. 

 

Some 55,000 Israeli soldiers and police are stationed across Gaza and Israel to implement 

the disengagement process. Their primary job will be preventing protesters from blocking 

the roads and infiltrating the settlements. 

 

The atmosphere among many Palestinians is jubilant, seeing the pullout of Jewish settlers as 

a victory. At Gaza City's fishermen's harbor Friday, a crowd waved Palestinian flags in an 

official celebration of the withdrawal. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas addressed the 

crowd and was given a hero's welcome. 

 

Hamas leaders have quietly told the Palestinian Authority they will not disrupt the withdrawal 

process, but not everyone trusts that pledge. 

 

In a news conference Saturday, senior Hamas member Ismail Haniyye called the withdrawal 

a "retreat" and said it was "a result of resistance and our people's sacrifice." 

 

"It is evidence that resistance is able to achieve our national goals," he said. 

 

He also vowed that the armed struggle against the Jewish state would continue, despite the 

pullout. 

 

"Hamas confirms its adherence to resistance as a strategic option until the occupation 

retreats from our lands and holy places," senior Hamas member Ismail Haniyye said. "Our 
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movement reaffirms that it will protect its military apparatus and Al Qassam Brigades and its 

weapons and keep them for defending our land." 

 

Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist organization, has been labeled by the U.S. State 

Department as a terrorist organization. The group's military wing, Izzedine al Qassam, has 

admitted responsibility for terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as well as attacks against 

the Israeli military.  

 

There is an obviously grimmer mood among the settlers, and many of them have promised 

to resist. 

 

"We're going to have to tell the government, 'No you cannot take us out of Gush Katif,' " 

settler Rachel Saperstein said. "We are going to stay here as long as possible, as long as our 

food supply holds out, our water supply and beyond that." 

 

In Jerusalem, police have issued a heightened state of alert for the Jewish holy day of Tisha 

B'Av, fearing clashes between nationalist Jews and Muslims. 

 

While police are normally on alert on the holy day, which begins Saturday evening and ends 

Sunday at sundown, there are fears that the disengagement could heighten tensions. 

 

Jerusalem police spokesman Shmuel Ben-Ruby said police Saturday are limiting the age of 

the Palestinian men who can enter the Haram al-Sharif, or Noble Sanctuary, in an effort to 

keep out younger Muslims who may be planning attacks. 

 

Haram al-Sharif is Islam's third-holiest site and is built on a hill known to Jews as Temple 

Mount. The hill also is believed to contain the ruins of Judaism's holiest temple. 

 

Every year, Muslim clerics call on devout Muslims to protect the sanctuary during Tisha B'Av, 

in which devout Jews pray for God to rebuild two destroyed Jerusalem temples. 
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2.5. Violence hits Gaza pullout 

August 14, 2005 Sunday 1:15 AM EST  

Jewish settlers remaining in Gaza rioted early Monday as the Israeli military began a historic 

withdrawal from the territory, Israeli police said.  

 

In other parts of Gaza, police reported residents coming under fire from Palestinian militants. 

 

There were no immediate reports of injuries from any of the incidents, which took place in the 

hours after Israel closed the Kissufim border crossing and 20 others that settlers used to enter 

Gaza.  

 

Israel officially began its historic pullout from Gaza Sunday at the stroke of midnight (5 p.m. 

ET), coordinating with Palestinian forces to crack down on any violence. 

 

Israeli officials planned to begin informing the approximately 8,500 Jewish settlers that they 

have 48 hours to leave Gaza or be removed by force. Some have already left.  

 

Police reported rioting in Neve Dekalim, the largest of the settlements, around the time troops 

closed the crossings. At one point, about 300 people were involved, police said. But the 

situation was reported to be calm by 2:30 a.m. Monday. 

 

In the southern Gaza settlement of Kfar Darom and the central settlement of Netzarim, police 

said Palestinian militants were shooting at settlers who remain. 

 

Leaders on both sides expressed high hopes for the withdrawal. Israeli Vice Prime Minister 

Shimon Peres told CNN Sunday, "I'm sure that history will justify our choice."  

 

Palestinian Foreign Minister Nasser al-Kidwa told CNN, "What's happening is important, and it's 

positive." 

 

But the looming possibility of violence from settlers and their ultranationalist supporters on 

one side, and Palestinian militant groups on the other, threatened to overshadow the 

optimism. 

 

Many Gaza settlers are being forced to leave against their wishes after living for decades in 

the Israeli occupied territory. 

 

Israel also is withdrawing from four Jewish settlements in the West Bank -- like Gaza, land 

that Israel has occupied since the 1967 Six-Day War. 

 

Israel Defense Forces Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Dan Halutz said Sunday the four West Bank 

settlements -- which are among 120 -- will be vacated after the completion of withdrawal from 

the Gaza settlements. 
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He predicted that about half the Gaza settlers will leave voluntarily. Those who don't may be 

removed by force as early as Wednesday. 

 

Shortly before Sunday's midnight deadline, a steady stream of vehicles left the Gush Katif 

settlement block, heading toward Israel. Most had orange ribbons affixed to their cars, 

symbolizing peaceful disapproval of the pullouts.  

 

Other settlers have promised to resist and have been joined in Gaza in recent days by 

thousands of anti-withdrawal activists. About 5,000 Israeli youths who are not settlers are 

inside Gaza, Halutz said. 

 

"We're going to have to tell the government, 'No you cannot take us out of Gush Katif,' " 

settler Rachel Saperstein said. "We are going to stay here as long as possible, as long as our 

food supply holds out, our water supply and beyond that." 

 

Israeli Defense Minister Shaoul Mofaz has predicted that all settlers will be out of Gaza within a 

month of disengagement. 

 

Israel also plans to withdraw its troops from Gaza by the Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah, in 

the beginning of October. 

 

While many settlers express religious fervor and a belief that Gaza is part of the historic 

Jewish homeland, some secular Israelis expressing nationalist sentiment have come to fight 

the pullout. 

 

One of their chief arguments: That leaving Gaza after years of terrorist attacks by Palestinian 

militant groups will only reward terrorism and lead to similar tactics by groups wanting to 

destroy Israel. 

 

Last week, Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu resigned as finance minister, warning 

Gaza will "become an Islamic terrorist base," endangering "not only Israel but many others in 

the world."  

 

Meanwhile, about 20,000 Palestinian police and security forces were expected to play a role in 

the pullout -- 7,500 of them were deployed Sunday near Jewish settlements in southern Gaza, 

Palestinian security sources said. 

 

They will focus largely on preventing attacks from militants and working to ensure that 

Palestinians who may move into evacuated areas are safe.  

 

Israeli troops, larger in number and with much more training, are focusing largely on 

preventing violence from settlers and protecting them from militants.  

 

Israeli government officials have said they hope the withdrawal will change the political 
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landscape of the Middle East, opening the way for resumption of peace negotiations with the 

Palestinian Authority. 

 

Palestinian security on alert 

 

Despite complaints about a lack of equipment, Palestinian Authority security forces Saturday 

were on high alert, stationed outside settlements across Gaza to prevent violence in 

preparation for the withdrawal of Israeli troops and thousands of Jewish settlers. 

 

Most of the settlers are to be evacuated from Gaza, where Israel has been closely coordinating 

with Palestinian security forces. A joint information and coordination center has been 

established at Erez Crossing along the northern Gaza-Israel border. 

 

However, a senior Palestinian minister told CNN's Ben Wedeman that Palestinian security 

forces in Gaza have been forced to buy bullets on the black market for about $8 each because 

Israel's military is not providing any ammunition for the ill-equipped forces. 

 

The atmosphere among many Palestinians is jubilant, seeing the pullout of Jewish settlers as a 

victory. At Gaza City's fishermen's harbor Friday, a crowd waved Palestinian flags in an official 

celebration of the withdrawal. Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas addressed the 

crowd and was given a hero's welcome. 

 

Hamas leaders have quietly told the Palestinian Authority they will not disrupt the withdrawal 

process, but not everyone trusts that pledge. 

 

In a news conference Saturday, senior Hamas member Ismail Haniyye called the withdrawal a 

"retreat" and said it was "a result of resistance and our people's sacrifice." 

 

"It is evidence that resistance is able to achieve our national goals," he said. 

 

He also vowed that the armed struggle against the Jewish state would continue, despite the 

pullout. 

 

"Hamas confirms its adherence to resistance as a strategic option until the occupation retreats 

from our lands and holy places," senior Hamas member Ismail Haniyye said. "Our movement 

reaffirms that it will protect its military apparatus and Al Qassam Brigades and its weapons 

and keep them for defending our land." 

 

Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist organization, has been labeled by the U.S. State 

Department as a terrorist organization. The group's military wing, Izzedine al Qassam, has 

admitted responsibility for terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as well as attacks against 

the Israeli military.  

 

Peres warns troops of violence 
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Peres met with troops Sunday at the Kissufim border crossing in Gaza, warning that they may 

face violence from settlers or ultranationalist supporters. 

 

"You are saving the state of Israel," Peres said. "Israel has dangers from the outside, and 

[Israel Defense Forces] face them all. And now, we have a danger from the inside, and now 

the IDF has to deal with that as well." 

 

"There is no sense whatsoever to remain here," he added. "The settlers do not have a future 

in the Gaza Strip, because they cannot live as an isolated group of people 8,000-strong among 

a million-and-a-half Palestinians who live in poverty and protest and unemployment." 

 

Possible turning point 

 

Sharon, who has invested much of his political future in the pullout's success, has said it may 

jump-start peace efforts between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Although Palestinian 

leaders criticized Sharon for making the plan unilaterally -- rather than as part of brokered 

talks -- they also have expressed hope that, after 38 years in Gaza, Israel's evacuation may 

create a turning point. 

 

The Bush administration supports the plan. In an interview last week with Israel's Channel 1 

TV, Bush called the decision "bold." 

 

"The disengagement is, I think, a part of making Israel more secure and peaceful, and I agree 

with the prime minister," Bush said. "I can understand why people think this decision is one 

that will create a vacuum into which terrorism will flow. I happen to disagree. I think this will 

create an opportunity for democracy to emerge. And democracies are peaceful." 
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2.6. Seizing opportunity in the Mideast 

August 14, 2005 Sunday 7:35 PM EST  

When Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon announced he would embark on an Israeli pullout 

from Gaza and some West Bank settlements, the United States seized on the opportunity 

presented by Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's death to turn the disengagement into an 

opportunity for peace between Israelis and Palestinians. 

 

Since taking office in January, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has visited the region three 

times in an effort to turn what began as unilateral Israeli plans into an initiative coordinated 

with the Palestinians and the international community. 

 

Now U.S. diplomacy is geared toward ensuring the Gaza withdrawal paves the way for further 

steps toward a comprehensive peace between the two sides.  

 

The Bush administration has repeatedly said it sees the disengagement as the beginning of the 

process toward a two-state solution. But U.S. officials acknowledge a calm, smooth withdrawal 

from Gaza is a critical first step. 

 

This means pressing the Palestinian leadership to make good on their security commitments, 

assume control over Gaza and confront Palestinian militants. Which is why Rice appointed Lt. 

Gen. William Ward to prepare the Palestinians to take over security and, along with the U.S. 

partners in the Mideast Quartet -- Russia, the European Union and the United Nations -- 

named former World Bank President James Wolfensohn as an envoy to manage the withdrawal 

and revive the Palestinian economy.  

 

Earlier this month Rice sent James Wilkinson, one of her senior advisers, to Ramallah to work 

with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on strengthening his office and improving 

his image and authority. The Bush administration realizes that Abbas must deliver a better life 

for his people to justify his cooperation with Israel.  

 

The United States has provided $50 million to the Palestinians for new housing and 

infrastructure projects in Gaza following the withdrawal, but has been coy about how the 

administration will respond to an Israeli request for $2.2 billion in U.S. aid.  

 

Some officials and experts suspect the administration's hesitancy in announcing a dollar figure 

to defray Israeli costs of the withdrawal is being used as leverage to ensure Israel coordinates 

with the Palestinians after the withdrawal is complete and allows freedom of movement of 

people and goods. This in turn will create the conditions for a strong Palestinian economy and, 

ultimately a viable democratic state. The U.S. recently announced it would invest an additional 

$50 million to improve checkpoint crossings in Gaza and the West Bank. 

 

The United States also wants to make certain "Gaza first" is not "Gaza last." Once the Gaza 

withdrawal is complete, the U.S. will press Sharon to move to implementation of the U.S.-led 
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"road map" to the creation of a Palestinian state and a negotiated final settlement between the 

two parties.  

 

The first phase of the road map calls for "behavior modification" - on the Palestinian side 

cracking down on terrorist groups and on the Israeli side halting settlement expansion and 

ending illegal settlement outposts. 

 

The pace and intensity of that U.S. push for lasting peace may be dictated by something 

beyond its control -- politics in the region. Opposition from Prime Minister Sharon's Likud party 

and from Israeli extremists has left him with a shaky political standing which may prevent him 

from moving ahead soon on further steps with the Palestinians. 

 

If Israel was to step back from negotiating with the Palestinians it would not only further 

weaken the hand of Abbas, it could spark fresh attacks by Palestinian militants that risk a 

renewed cycle of violence, which could close the door on what the U.S. sees as the best 

opportunity for peace in decades. 
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2.7. Poll: Gaza pullout will help peace process 

August 15, 2005 Monday 2:26 PM EST  

More than twice as many adults in Britain, France and Germany believe the Gaza 

disengagement plan will help the Middle East peace process rather than hinder it, according to 

the findings of a new CNN/TIME poll conducted by TNS, and published Monday. 

 

Thirty-one percent across all three countries agreed it would help the peace process, 

compared with just 15 percent who felt it would hinder it. 

 

At the same time, the research -- done between August 4 and 10 -- reveals that the policies of 

Israel's Prime Minister Ariel Sharon are viewed by 35 percent of respondents across the three 

countries as having neither made the conflict in the Middle East worse nor helped bring peace.  

 

In addition, 20 percent were convinced that Sharon had made the conflict worse and just 16 

percent believed that he had helped bring peace to the region. 

 

More than a quarter of respondents overall were unable to offer any view at all on either the 

impact of 'disengagement' or the policies of Ariel Sharon in the Middle East peace process. 

 

Respondents in Britain (33 percent) and Germany (32 percent) were marginally more in favor 

of the disengagement plan than those in France (29 percent). At the same time, Britons were 

more evenly split in their responses, with 20 percent thinking the plan would hinder the peace 

process, and 27 percent who thought it would neither hinder nor help the process. People in 

Germany were most convinced that the plan would make no difference either way (37 

percent). 

 

Respondents in France emerged as giving the highest levels of "don't knows" in their 

responses. Forty-six percent answered "don't know" when asked for their views on the 

disengagement plan and 40 percent offered "don't know" when asked about the success of 

Sharon's policies. 

 

However, among those respondents in France who did express a view, a higher proportion 

(more than half of the total recording an opinion) said they felt that the disengagement plan 

would help the Middle East peace process than among those in either Britain or Germany. 

 

When asked for their views on the effectiveness of Sharon's policies on the Middle East peace 

process, respondents in Germany (44 percent) were least convinced that these policies had 

made any impact compared with 34 percent of Britons and just 21 percent of people in France. 

 

In France, respondents were most evenly split in their answers with 18 percent saying 

Sharon's policies have helped bring peace, compared with 21 percent who believe they have 

made the conflict worse and 21 percent who think that the policies have neither made it worse 

nor helped bring peace. 
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"The inconclusive nature of the findings reflect the complexity of the situation," said a poll 

spokesperson. 
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2.8. Emotions flare as Gaza pullout begins 

August 16, 2005 

Thousands of Israeli soldiers began fanning out around Jewish settlements in Gaza Monday to 

deliver eviction notices, warning residents they have until Wednesday to leave voluntarily or 

be removed by force. 

 

It was heated at times, but soldiers attempted to avoid confrontation even as long-time 

residents shouted in their faces. 

 

"This is a stupid order," one man in Morag yelled at an Israeli army commander, who 

responded by hugging the settler. 

 

"For God's sake, you are a Jew. You are my brother," another man shouted.  

 

The army commander hugged and kissed that settler, too -- showing the emotional toll the 

Gaza disengagement plan is taking on the parties involved. 

 

Some soldiers were called Nazis as they delivered eviction notices in Morag.  

 

"It can't really get worse," Lt. Eli Ovits said. "We personally disagree with the connection 

between the Holocaust and the disengagement." 

 

Under the eviction notices handed out Monday, settlers have 48 hours to leave Gaza. The 

notification process also began in four West Bank settlements.  

 

Israel has committed 55,000 soldiers and 8,000 police to the effort. Israeli officials have said 

soldiers who refuse to carry out the orders face court-martial. 

 

Sharon: 'Great anguish' 

 

In an address to the nation Monday night, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon said the 

disengagement is being carried out with "great anguish," but is necessary and good for Israel. 

 

"I understand the feelings, the pain and the cries of those who object," he said. "However, we 

are one nation even when fighting and arguing." 

 

Sharon, who has invested much of his political future in the disengagement plan, said at one 

point he had hoped Israel would be able to "hang on" to the Gaza settlements but that is no 

longer possible. 

 

"We can't hang on to Gaza forever where there are more than a million Palestinians who are 

doubling their numbers by the generation," he said. "This plan is good for Israel in any future 

scenario. We are reducing the day-to-day friction and its victims on both sides." 
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Israeli Vice Prime Minister Ehud Olmert called it a "very painful process for all of us." But he 

said it is necessary in the long term to improve ties with Palestinians. 

 

"This is the first step in establishing a new partner in relations between us and the 

Palestinians. The rest will have to be done through negotiations," he told CNN. "We are 

determined to change the Middle East." 

 

Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat said Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas 

will issue a decree in the coming days calling on the Palestinian people to take part in general 

elections on January 21, 2006. 

 

The decree, he said, will send a message to Hamas and other militant organizations: "They 

must understand that the transfer of power and authorities will have to be through ballots and 

not bullets." 

 

Forces tread lightly 

 

On Monday, Israeli soldiers faced off with Israeli protesters -- most of them young and not 

residents of Gaza -- as the forces handed out eviction notices to Jewish settlers. 

 

While crowds of young protesters barred gates in about a half-dozen of the 21 Gaza 

settlements, the Israel Defense Forces took a conciliatory tone.  

 

The IDF allowed leaders of some Jewish settlements to hand out the notices. The forces also 

evaded protesters by entering settlements through back routes and refused to immediately 

enter a handful of the settlements. 

 

While the protesters refused to allow the soldiers to enter the Jewish settlement of Neveh 

Dekalim, they stood back to allow three trucks through the gates of the settlement. Those 

trucks will ferry out the belongings of settlers who want to leave. 

 

The scene was similar in other settlements where protest leaders said the wishes of settlers 

who wanted to voluntarily leave had to be honored. 

 

In the northern West Bank, the IDF said the evacuation of the settlements of Ganim and 

Kadim was completed Monday evening. Residents of the two mostly secular settlements had 

gradually left their homes in recent weeks, and on Monday the last families moved out. 

 

Sharon said the withdrawal of about 9,000 Jewish settlers from Gaza and the four small 

sections of the West Bank, along with hundreds of Israeli troops who guard them from 

Palestinian militants, is a hopeful step toward the resumption of the peace process. 

 

"Now the Palestinians bear the burden of proof," he said. "They must fight terror 

organizations, dismantle its infrastructure and show sincere intentions of peace in order to sit 
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with us at the negotiating table.” 

 

"The world awaits the Palestinian response -- a hand offered in peace or continued terrorist 

fire. To a hand offered in peace, we will respond with an olive branch. But if they choose fire, 

we will respond with fire, more severe than ever." 

 

Wednesday deadline nears 

 

Israeli commanders have said that their real test will come Wednesday when settlers who 

have not voluntarily left and the young protesters -- believed to number between 5,000 and 

6,000 -- will have to be removed by force. 

 

Sharon told the settlers, "Your pain and your tears are an inseparable part of the history of 

this country. Whatever disagreements we have, we will not abandon you." 

 

Settlers who cooperate will receive Israeli government compensation for the loss of their 

homes. While the amount will vary, the aid package approved by the Knesset totals $870 

million. 

 

To the Israeli soldiers and police who will have to remove the settlers and protesters who 

resist, Sharon said they are not confronting an enemy.  

 

"It's not an enemy you face, rather your brothers and sisters. Sensitivity and patience are the 

order of the hour," he said.  

 

"The entire nation stands behind you and is proud of you." 

 

The withdrawal marks the first such move in the West Bank and Gaza since Israel occupied the 

territories after the Six-Day War in 1967.  

 

Polls continue to show that the majority of Israelis support the Sharon government's 

disengagement plan.  

 

But some settlers say they believe that Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish homeland. Other 

secular Israelis say they believe the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks 

from Palestinian militant groups. 

 

Palestinians deploy police 

 

Palestinians, meanwhile, cheered the voluntary withdrawal, something many of them believed 

would never happen. 

 

Palestinian leadership dispatched 7,500 police and security forces near Jewish settlements in 

southern Gaza, officials said. About 20,000 Palestinian police and security personnel plan to 

take part in preventing attacks and violence. 
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Palestinian Cabinet Minister Nabil Sha'ath said security forces will be up to the challenge. 

 

"Our security forces are fully deployed now close to settlement areas in coordination with 

Israeli authorities," he said. "We will keep the peace." 

 

Once the settlers are gone, Israel plans to withdraw its troops from Gaza by the beginning of 

October. 
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2.9. Both sides skeptical on Gaza pullout 

August 16, 2005 Tuesday 7:53 PM EST  

Former Israeli Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu Tuesday bemoaned the impending 

removal of settlers from Gaza as "good intentions badly played out," while a senior Palestinian 

legislator expressed skepticism mixed with hopefulness. 

 

Netanyahu dismissed the Palestinian Authority as "an authority by name alone," and railed 

against it as "really a collection of terrorists, gangsters, Hamas, Islamic Jihad and others who 

are operating freely, with weapons." 

 

The Palestinian Authority, he told CNN, has no plans to disarm "these gangs" and predicted 

that Gaza will become "an inviolable domain." 

 

Israeli security chiefs have told him, he said, that "this is going to become a base of terror. It 

will attract Hezbollah, al Qaeda, terrorists from Iraq, Pakistan and Afghanistan."  

 

Netanyahu, a former prime minister, said the transformation may not be immediate, "but, 

unfortunately, it will happen." 

 

He added, "Israel's campaign against terror is being set back because of good intentions badly 

played out." 

 

Netanyahu resigned from the Cabinet early this month, minutes before it approved the plan to 

withdraw all troops and settlements from Gaza. 

 

Although he is a member of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's ruling Likud Party, he said he 

could not be a part of the prime minister's plan. 

 

"We can see in Gaza ... an Islamic terror base being established," he said.” 

 

The pullout will make Israel less secure, he said, adding that the idea of disengagement has 

been tried and failed before, "and it will fail again." 

 

The Likud Party led by Sharon, he said, is "not the Likud the people voted for." 

 

Netanyahu is considered Sharon's biggest political rival within the party, though he refused 

Tuesday to say whether he would challenge Sharon for party leadership. 

 

The withdrawal is part of Sharon's plan to remove around 9,000 Jewish settlers from Gaza and 

four small areas of the West Bank, along with the Israeli troops who guard them.  

 

The Israeli government has said the plan, proposed in February 2004, will redraw the 

landscape of the Middle East, allowing for the possible relaunching of the peace process with 
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the Palestinian Authority. 

 

In an address to the nation Monday night, Sharon said the disengagement is being carried out 

with "great anguish," but is necessary and good for Israel. 

 

"I understand the feelings, the pain and the cries of those who object," Sharon said. 

"However, we are one nation even when fighting and arguing." 

 

Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, Dan Gillerman, on Tuesday called Sharon's plan 

painful but courageous and said "the onus is now on the Palestinians" to maintain security.  

 

"They've actually talked the talk. It is now time for them to walk the walk. They have to arrest 

the terrorists, confiscate the weapons, dismantle the infrastructure of terrorism and seriously 

embark on a process series of negotiations," Gillerman said. 

 

Palestinian Legislative Council member Hannan Ashrawi said some Palestinians see the move 

as an attempt by Sharon to circumvent the so-called road map to peace. 

 

"This is Sharon's way of unilaterally imposing his view and of demanding payback in the West 

Bank and in Jerusalem and in the Palestinian refugee rights," she said. 

 

"People are skeptical, but at the same time people are encouraged by the precedent -- the fact 

that settlements are being evacuated and the army is leaving," she said. 

 

"We hope that there would be a viable, credible political process that will move rapidly ahead 

in order to ensure the end of the occupation, started in '67, and the two-state solution 

becoming a reality on the ground."  

 

Palestinian militants, waving flags and carrying guns, staged celebrations Tuesday at Khan 

Yunis near the Neveh Dekalim settlement in Gaza. 
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2.10.  Deadline for Gaza evictions passes 

August 16, 2005 

The midnight deadline for Israel's evacuation of Gaza passed with Israel Defense Forces 
preparing to remove the remaining Jewish settlers. 
 
Thousands of Israeli soldiers went door-to-door late Tuesday asking residents to leave as the 
deadline loomed. 
 
Some residents ignored their pleas, while some shouted at them and others complied. 
 
Meanwhile, cheering Palestinian militants declared the relocations a victory.  
 
The Israeli army, in the largest peacetime operation in its history, expects to take three weeks 
to complete the removal of settlers from Gaza.  
 
A month later, Israel is to hand over to Palestinian control the area it has occupied since the 
1967 Six-Day War. 
 
Under an agreement made with the Palestinians, the structures built by the settlers will be 
demolished before that handover occurs. 
 
Emotions were running high. 
 
"Here in this country, your country, are you proud? Will you be proud in the future?" one 
woman screamed at the Israeli soldiers. 
 
While some settlers burned their homes rather than leave them behind, others went about 
their lives as normal in defiance. 
 
"We're not packing. We are not leaving. We believe in staying here," said one young woman, 
Yael Fogel, as she lounged by her front door.  
 
An IDF general said about half of Gaza's Jewish settlers had left the territory before the 
midnight deadline (5 p.m. ET). 
 
"Close to 50 percent of the residents have left," said Brig. Gen. Eyval Giladi. "I would say that 
in a few days, there will be no settlers or infiltrators left in Gaza." 
 
Those who chose to remain after the deadline stand to lose up to a third of their compensation 
package, which ranges from $250,000 to $500,000 per family.  
 
Gen. Dan Harel, the IDF's southern commander, earlier said troops would begin evacuating 
Neveh Dekalim, Gaza's largest Jewish settlement, shortly after midnight. 
 
Settlers who have not left by midnight will be forcibly removed by the army. 
 
By 10 p.m., troops and police were pouring into the settlement to be in place should a forced 
evacuation be needed.  
 
There are about 2,600 permanent residents of Neveh Dekalim, and hundreds of protesters 
have gathered there. 
 
Injuries, arrests 
 
The second day of evacuations was not without incident. 
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"Throughout the course of the day security forces have faced incidents of civil disobedience 
instigated by infiltrators into Gush Katif, who disrupted the exit of residents who wished to 
leave the communities," an IDF spokesman said. 
 
"Two Israeli policemen were wounded lightly," the IDF spokesman said. "The Israeli police 
have arrested 217 lawbreaking citizens inside the Gaza Strip and 320 citizens who entered the 
closed military zone near Kissufim crossing." 
 
On Monday, Israeli troops began distributing evacuation notices in the 21 Jewish settlements 
in Gaza and four small settlements on the West Bank, where there are a total of about 120. 
 
The withdrawal is part of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan to remove around 9,000 
Jewish settlers from Gaza and four areas of the West Bank, along with the Israeli troops who 
guard them. 
 
Sharon has said he hopes the disengagement will re-launch the peace process with the 
Palestinian Authority. 
 
Some settlers who oppose the pullout plan say Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish homeland. 
 
Other secular Israelis contend the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from 
Palestinian militant groups. 
 
Former Israeli Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu bemoaned the impending removal of 
settlers from Gaza as "good intentions badly played out." He predicted the area will become an 
international haven for terrorists. 
 
Palestinian Legislative Council member Hanan Ashrawi said Palestinians are encouraged by the 
move but that some see the pullout as an attempt by Sharon to circumvent the road map to 
peace.  
 
"People are skeptical but, at the same time, people are encouraged by the precedent," she 
said. 
 
Plan 'will be carried out on time' 
 
Giladi said the IDF is in no hurry. The general said the army is well aware that the settlers 
over the past 30 years had "put down roots and are now being made to leave against their 
will."  
 
He said the disengagement plan is the decision of the Israeli government and "it will be carried 
out on time." 
 
Asked about the estimated 5,000 to 6,000 protesters who have infiltrated Gaza and are 
attempting to disrupt the evacuation, Giladi said the military will use "the minimum force 
necessary." 
 
But he added, "We will treat them differently than families who have been here for 20 to 30 
years." 
 
He said he hoped and believed there would not be armed resistance, but the IDF is ready if 
there is. 
 
"We are going to do whatever it takes," he said. 
 
Giladi would not discuss the evacuation operations. He said settlers taken out of Gaza will be 
driven to the nearest town, but he indicated they would be taken elsewhere in Israel if they 
wish. 
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When all the settlers are out, he said, the Israeli military will evacuate its own equipment and 
infrastructure before turning over the settlements to the Palestinians. He said all the 
settlements will be turned over at once, not one by one. 
 
Coordinating with Palestinians 
 
Giladi said the IDF has been coordinating with Palestinian authorities and described the 
coordination as going well, with results visible on the ground. 
 
Israel has committed 55,000 soldiers and 8,000 police to the effort. Israeli officials have said 
soldiers who refuse to carry through with the orders face court-martial. 
 
Earlier in the day, the Israeli military said the settlement of Dugit in northern Gaza had been 
completely evacuated. The settlement had been home to about 70 people. 
 
The IDF said settlers, many of them secular Jews, were also leaving two larger nearby 
settlements -- Elei Sinai and Nisanit. 
 
Tuesday began with Israeli troops and police cutting down the large green gate to the Neveh 
Dekalim settlement where protesters -- many of them young and not residents of the 
settlements -- blocked them on Monday. 
 
A short time later, burning tires temporarily blocked the path of Israeli soldiers at the entrance 
to the Elei Sinai settlement in northern Gaza.  
 
In the northern West Bank, the IDF said the evacuation of the settlements of Ganim and 
Kadim was completed Monday evening.  
 
Palestinian militants, waving flags and carrying guns, staged several celebrations at Khan 
Yunis near the Neveh Dekalim settlement. Speakers praised the Palestinians, proclaiming the 
pullout to be a great victory. 
 
Palestinian security forces turned out in force and did not allow the demonstrators to march 
south toward Neveh Dekalim. 
 
Gaza, a 140-square-mile area of coastal land between Israel and the Mediterranean, is home 
to about 1.3 million Palestinians. 
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2.11.  Israeli troops begin forced Gaza evictions 

August 17, 2005 Wednesday 5:31 AM EST  

Israeli troops on Wednesday entered the largest Jewish settlement in Gaza, Neveh Dekalim, to 

evacuate as many as 4,000 people, many of whom had barricaded themselves inside a 

synagogue. 

 

Israeli soldiers were seen carrying settlers out -- some of them angry, some tearful -- while 

buses full of troops and policemen were brought in to transport them.  

 

Officials said four troops would be brought in for every person refusing to leave. Settlers were 

led or carried onto the buses, which transported them to temporary housing. 

 

The air was thick with smoke from fires set by protesters. Troops were attempting to 

extinguish the blazes. Demonstrators also threw bottles and eggs at Israeli soldiers.  

 

A number of people were arrested, although the exact number was not available. 

 

Neveh Dekalim was among six to eight settlements expected to be evacuated Wednesday as 

part of the Israeli effort to evacuate a total of 9,000 Israelis from Gaza settlements. 

 

There are 21 settlements in Gaza, and the deadline for the settlers to leave voluntarily passed 

Monday, although they were given a 48-hour grace period. That grace period ended at 

midnight. 

 

About half of Neveh Dekalim's residents have already left, but many of those remaining had 

said they were prepared to resist the Israeli pullout from Gaza. The settlement has 2,600 

permanent residents, but that number has increased because of hundreds of protesters. 

 

At least 1,000 settlers had shut themselves inside the synagogue, which could prove difficult 

for Israeli troops to evacuate. The streets of the settlement were almost completely deserted, 

as other settlers shut themselves inside their homes. 

 

The Israel Defense Forces also confirmed to CNN that it had entered the settlements of Morag, 

Ganei Tal and Bedolah. 

 

In Morag, a bulldozer was seen breaking through a makeshift barricade constructed of trash 

containers. Troops were also evacuating those who had barricaded themselves in another 

synagogue there, although those inside were leaving without force.  

 

"They are paying a really painful price," Gideon Meir, a senior Israeli Foreign Ministry official, 

told CNN, referring to those who are refusing to leave. "It's a painful process." 

 



Al-Jazeera English: the Opinion and the Other Opinion 
  

J.J. de Graaf  85
   
 

But he added: "We are doing it as part of Israel's willingness and wish to live in peace with our 

Palestinian neighbors." 

 

The first priority, he said: "We're going to heal from our wounds." 

 

In the largest peacetime operation in its history, the Israeli army expects to take three weeks 

to complete the removal of settlers from Gaza. A month later, Israel is to hand over to 

Palestinian control the area it has occupied since the 1967 Six-Day War. 

 

Under an agreement made with the Palestinians, the structures built by the settlers will be 

bulldozed before that handover occurs. 

 

The withdrawal is part of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan to remove settlers from 

Gaza and four small areas of the West Bank, along with the Israeli troops who guard them, as 

part of a larger plan to reinvigorate the Middle East peace process. 

 

By Tuesday evening, nearly half of the settlers in Gaza had evacuated, an Israeli general said 

Tuesday. 

 

"So far, we are moving according to our plan," said Brig. Gen. Eyval Giladi of the IDF. "Close 

to 50 percent of the residents have left. I would say that, in a few days, there will be no 

settlers or infiltrators left in Gaza." 

 

After the midnight (5 p.m. ET Tuesday) deadline to leave Gaza, the army was to begin 

removing settlers by force. Giladi said Israeli troops "will try to use the minimum necessary 

force" on those settlers who remained after the deadline. 

 

"In any case, if they will leave willingly once we ask them to do so, words will be enough," 

Giladi said. 

 

Those who chose to remain after the deadline stand to lose up to a third of their compensation 

package, which ranges from $250,000 to $500,000 per family. 

 

Civil disobedience, arrests 

 

Tuesday's evacuations were not without incident. 

 

"Throughout the course of the day, security forces have faced incidents of civil disobedience 

instigated by infiltrators into Gush Katif, and who disrupted the exit of residents who wished to 

leave the communities," said an IDF spokesman. 

 

"Two Israeli policemen were wounded lightly. The Israeli police have arrested 217 lawbreaking 

citizens inside the Gaza Strip and 320 citizens who entered the closed military zone near 

Kissufim crossing." 
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Asked about the estimated 5,000 to 6,000 protesters who have infiltrated Gaza and are 

attempting to disrupt the evacuation, Giladi said the military will use "the minimum force 

necessary." 

 

But he added, "We will treat them differently than families who have been here for 20 to 30 

years." 

 

Giladi predicted there would not be armed resistance, but said the IDF would be ready if there 

is. 

 

"We are going to do whatever it takes," he said. 

 

Giladi would not discuss the evacuation operations. He said settlers taken from Gaza would be 

driven to the nearest town in Israel or elsewhere in Israel if they wish. 

 

Once all the settlers are out, he said, the Israeli military will remove military equipment and 

infrastructure before turning the settlements over to the Palestinians. He said all the 

settlements will be turned over at once, not one by one, and added that the IDF has been 

coordinating well with the Palestinians. 

 

Giladi said the IDF will take whatever time is necessary to evacuate settlers but added that the 

Israeli military does not want to stay in Gaza longer than needed. 

 

Palestinians, meanwhile, hailed the pullout. 

 

"It's a step in the right direction," Ghassan Khatib, planning minister for the Palestinian 

Authority, told CNN Wednesday. 

 

"The illegal presence of those settlers in a land that belonged to Palestinians was a major 

cause of the ongoing conflict and confrontations. So correcting this injustice by removing 

those settlers and bringing back the land to its natural and legal owners is going to contribute, 

hopefully, to the prospects of peace between the two sides." 

 

West Bank evacuations 

 

Earlier Tuesday, the Israeli military said the settlement of Dugit in northern Gaza had been 

evacuated of its approximately 70 settlers. 

 

The IDF said settlers, many of them secular Jews, were also leaving two larger nearby 

settlements -- Elei Sinai and Nisanit. 

 

In the northern West Bank, the IDF said the evacuation of Ganim and Kadim had been 

completed. Residents of the two mostly secular settlements had gradually left their homes in 

recent weeks, and on Monday the last families moved out. 
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Tuesday began with Israeli troops and police cutting down the large green metal gate that 

controlled the flow of people and vehicles into and out of the Neveh Dekalim settlement, an 

entrance that protesters -- many of them young and not residents of the settlements -- had 

blocked on Monday. 

 

A short time later, at the entrance to the Elei Sinai settlement in northern Gaza, burning tires 

blocked the path of Israeli soldiers. 

 

But overall, the IDF said it was able to move in containers and moving vans to help the 

settlers pack up and leave. 

 

Palestinian militants, waving flags and carrying guns, staged several celebrations at Khan 

Yunis near the Neveh Dekalim settlement. Speakers praised the Palestinians, proclaiming the 

disengagement to be a great victory. 

 

Palestinian security forces turned out in force and did not allow the demonstrators to march 

south toward Neveh Dekalim. 

 

Israel seized the West Bank from Jordan and Gaza from Egypt in 1967 during the Six-Day War 

and began building settlements there soon after. 

 

Gaza, a 140-square-mile area of coastal land between Israel and the Mediterranean, also is 

home to about 1.3 million Palestinians. 

2.12. Hancocks: Dramatic scenes from Gaza 

August 19, 2005 

Unarmed Israeli soldiers entered two synagogues in Jewish settlements on Thursday after 

hundreds of protestors refused to evacuate the building. The emotional evictions come as 

Israel ends its 38-year presence in Gaza.  

 

CNN correspondent Paula Hancocks discussed the developments with CNN's Daryn Kagan.  

 

HANCOCKS: We've been seeing dramatic scenes from Gaza for the past few hours. Two 

particular settlements, which is where the real hard-line protesters are being holed up in two 

synagogues. 

 

Kfar Darom is where there are a number of protesters are on the roof of a synagogue. Now, 

police and military forces have sprayed them with water cannons. They have also broken 

through the front door of the synagogue. It had been barricaded with chairs, with anything 

that they (the protesters) could get their hands on. 

 

They've stormed that particular synagogue. They are bringing these protesters out one by 

one. Carrying them, one policeman or military force official on each leg, each arm. 
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The protesters themselves have been throwing eggs. They've been throwing milk bottles. 

They've been throwing water balloons and paint balloons at the crowds below of the police and 

the military forces. 

 

Now, there was a little earlier on, a crate being hoisted up by a crane. That crate was full of 

police who were going to set the crate down on the roof itself. They were going to storm the 

roof, we assume, and try and get some of the protesters into the crate so they could get them 

off the roof. 

 

It was the only way, really, of getting to the roof at that point, as the protesters had put 

barbed wire around the outside of the roof so that they could not put ladders up and get to 

them.  

 

We've seen some very emotional pictures of one woman giving her baby to one of the soldiers, 

shouting, "Look what you are doing to her future!" 

 

So there's no physical attacks, as far as I can see, on the soldiers, but the emotional attacks 

will certainly be very damaging to these soldiers.  

 

They're very young, these soldiers, between 19 and 21. Very many of them 18 and 21, in 

some cases. 

 

It's very difficult for them. It's Israelis pulling out Israelis from the synagogues themselves. 

 

And also, in one other synagogue, in the largest settlement in Gaza, Neve Dekalim, we've 

seen similar pictures. There were about over a thousand protesters holed up in that particular 

synagogue.  

 

Again, soldiers were going in and taking them out one by one, a painstaking task, an 

emotionally draining task. 

 

These protesters were linking arms, they were linking legs, and they were chanting things like, 

"Jews do not expel Jews," trying to persuade the soldiers not to carry out their mission. There 

was a couple of instances, one that I saw of a soldier leaving the group of soldiers he was with 

and sitting down with the protesters. It just got too much for him. He gave up ... and he sat 

down with the protesters. He, as well, was carried away by his soldiers -- soldier colleagues. 

 

Now, the protesters who have been carried out of these two synagogues are being put onto 

buses so that they can be taken away from Gaza, out of Gaza, into Israel itself.  
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2.13.  Largest Gaza settlement evacuated, Israel says 

August 18, 2005 

 

Israeli troops and police have completed the evacuation of the largest Jewish settlement in 

Gaza, the scene of emotional protests earlier in the day, the Israeli military announced late 

Thursday. 

 

By evening, Neve Dekalim resembled a ghost town. Israel Defense Forces officials and Israeli 

police said the roughly 1,500 residents and 350 protesters had been evacuated by 10 p.m. (3 

p.m. ET) 

 

Earlier, thousands of unarmed police and soldiers had to forcibly remove hundreds of 

protesters holed up inside a synagogue. Protesters there packed a central sanctuary, filling up 

the pews, aisles and floor space, clapping and chanting, "Jews don't expel Jews!"  

 

Most of the protesters were not residents of Neve Dekalim but young, radical activists strongly 

opposed to the Israeli government's plan to withdraw from Gaza.  

 

Nonetheless, by Thursday more than half of the Gaza settlements were cleared, Israeli officials 

said, as part of Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's disengagement plan, which he says should 

reinvigorate the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. 

 

In Kfar Darom, at least 830 people had been removed, Israeli military officials said. 

 

It wasn't clear how many of the community's 500 residents were included in that figure, and it 

doesn't take into account at least two busloads of protesters removed from the synagogue 

there. 

 

Protesters there threw paint-filled light bulbs at police, who responded with a water cannon 

loaded with blue dye and turpentine-tainted water. 

 

Police said protesters also threw diluted acid on the Israeli forces, who quickly stripped off 

their shirts -- some down to their underwear -- to be rinsed off by their comrades. 

 

Medics took away on stretchers at least two protesters and one police officer. 

 

The most violent protesters will face charges, Israeli police Maj. Gen. David Tzur said. 

 

Some settlers don't want to leave because they believe Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish 

homeland. Other Israelis say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from 

Palestinian militant groups. 

 

Neve Dekalim standoff 
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The action in Neve Dekalim came after hours of unsuccessful negotiations with religious 

leaders inside the synagogue.  

 

Authorities cut electricity to the synagogue, silencing a speaker system on which protest 

leaders exhorted those inside to stand firm. The troops used a bullhorn to give the 

demonstrators 10 minutes to get out.  

 

Soldiers poured sand and dirt on a ramp that protesters had covered in oil. Troops then rushed 

into the building. 

 

Demonstrators outside the synagogue wrapped their arms around metal railings to prevent 

their removal. They kicked and struggled, as they were being carried into police vans. 

 

Israel Defense Forces Capt. Yael Harman acknowledged that the standoffs in Kfar Darom and 

Neve Dekalim were challenging. 

 

"These are the more difficult evacuations," Hartman said. Going into synagogues is 

"traumatic" for the troops, she said. "Many of our soldiers are religious, and it's very difficult 

for them to conceive of the idea of going into a religious building and trying to pull those 

people out. ... But this is what we must do. It's for their safety and the soldiers' safety that it 

happen as quickly and efficiently as possible." 

 

Operation not over 

 

Thirteen of the 21 Israeli settlements in Gaza had been evacuated by late Thursday, the Israel 

Defense Forces announced and Israeli security officials reported.  

 

It's hoped that the evacuations under way now will be concluded by sundown Friday -- the 

beginning of the Sabbath. 

 

The removals will resume at the end of the Sabbath, at sundown Saturday. 

 

The Israeli government is evicting all 9,000 Jewish settlers from Gaza and four small areas of 

the West Bank -- along with the Israeli soldiers who guard them, in the largest peacetime 

operation in Israel's history. A month after the evacuations, Israel is to hand over to 

Palestinian control the area it has occupied since the 1967 Six-Day War.  

 

Settlers who chose to remain after the deadline -- which was Monday, although they were 

given a 48-hour grace period -- stand to lose up to a third of their compensation package, 

which ranges from $250,000 to $500,000 per family. 

 

Gaza, a 140-square-mile area of coastal land between Israel and the Mediterranean, also is 

home to about 1.3 million Palestinians. 
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2.14.  Israel empties Gaza's Gadid settlement 

August 19, 2005 Friday 11:02 PM EST  

Israeli forces working to evacuate Jewish settlements in Gaza reached a deal with protesters 

and emptied the Gadid settlement on Friday before pausing the operation for the Jewish 

Sabbath. 

 

Protesters agreed to leave peacefully but insisted on being led or carried out one-by-one as a 

symbolic protest. 

 

Police said 85 percent of Gaza's approximately 8,500 Jewish settlers have been evacuated. It 

was unknown how many protesters who had entered Gaza in advance of the pullout remained.  

 

"It's been a very successful, albeit extremely painful mission this week," Israel Defense Forces 

spokeswoman Capt. Yael Hartman said. 

 

The pullout -- an emotional turning point for Israelis -- is scheduled to resume Sunday. 

 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon announced the plan in December 2003 in hopes of reinvigorating 

the Israeli-Palestinian peace process.  

 

Some settlers don't want to leave because they believe Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish 

homeland. Some say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from 

Palestinian terrorists. 

 

Palestinians hail pullout 

 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on Friday told a cheering crowd that Israel's 

withdrawal from Gaza was "the fruits of sacrifices" of Palestinians. 

 

"My brothers, we are living these days in historical joy, a great joy, with the dismantling of 

settlements out of the Gaza Strip," Abbas said. 

 

"This exit of the settlers is the result of sacrifices of our people, the patience of our people ... 

and the wisdom of our people." 

 

Palestinian leaders have long criticized Sharon's disengagement plan, saying it was wrong for 

Israel to take such a step unilaterally rather than through negotiations. Recently, Palestinian 

leaders have expressed hope for the plan. 

 

Abbas said the most important task for Palestinians is to build a successful, productive society 

in Gaza "so it will become a model of civilization for the rest of the world."  

 

Settlements remain 
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As Abbas spoke, Israel Defense Forces announced it was building ditches to separate the 

Jewish settlements of Gush Katif from Palestinian areas "in order to prevent Palestinians from 

entering the communities of Gush Katif during the disengagement process." 

 

The evacuations, which began Wednesday, had been expected to last up to three weeks. But 

Israeli officials said this week that, at their current pace, evacuations could be completed by 

Monday or Tuesday.  

 

After Gadid, four Gaza settlements remain to be evacuated: Netzarim, Atzmona, Slav and 

Katif. 

 

The Israeli Cabinet has not yet approved the evacuation of three others -- Dugit, Elei Sinai and 

Nissanit -- but the Israeli military said residents of those settlements generally already have 

left on their own. 

 

The Cabinet is expected to meet Sunday to approve evacuation of those three settlements and 

four others in the West Bank. 

 

Most of Gadid's residents, about 350, left on their own, officials said. About six families were 

thought to remain, but by Friday afternoon they had either left or were in the process of doing 

so.  

 

Arriving troops found the settlement's main gate -- intended to shield residents from 

Palestinian militants -- locked, and tires and other objects in flames. 

 

At one point on Friday, some protesters who had perched themselves on the roof of a 

synagogue came under fire from Palestinian militants.  

 

Israel has controlled Gaza, a 140-square-mile piece of coastal land between Israel and the 

Mediterranean Sea, since the Six-Day War in 1967. Israeli settlers in Gaza lived separated 

from a Palestinian population of 1.3 million. 

 

The evacuations of all 21 settlements in Gaza and four small areas of the West Bank are an 

effort to restart the peace process with Palestinians. The pullout is the largest peacetime 

operation in Israel's military history. 

 

Settlers were offered compensation packages ranging from $250,000 to $500,000 per family, 

but those who remained beyond a Monday deadline and a 48-hour grace period stand to lose 

up to a third of their amount. 

 

Jailed protesters 

 

On Thursday, the Gaza Jewish settlement of Kfar Darom was the scene of one of the most 

dramatic protests since forced evacuations began a day earlier. 
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Protesters resisted evacuation from the roof of a synagogue by throwing paint, vegetables and 

other projectiles against a water cannon used by Israeli forces. 

 

Police said Friday that 240 violent protesters had been arrested on Thursday -- about 100 of 

them under age 18. All remained in jail as of Friday night, police said. 
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2.15.  Gaza pullout to resume Sunday 

August 20, 2005 Saturday 11:47 PM EST  

Israeli forces are to resume the forced evacuation of Jewish communities in Gaza on Sunday -- 

after a 24-hour pause Saturday. 

 

Two Gaza settlements -- Atzmona and Katif -- are scheduled for eviction Sunday before 

Netzarim is emptied on Monday. A fourth settlement Elei Sinai has not been formally cleared 

but is reported to be empty. 

 

The pullout -- an emotional turning point for Israelis -- was implemented by Prime Minister 

Ariel Sharon and while opinion polls show a majority support the plan, the pullback has 

angered settlers.  

 

Some settlers don't want to leave because they believe Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish 

homeland. Some say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from 

Palestinian terrorists. 

 

Israel also will withdraw its troops from Gaza. 

 

On Saturday, Palestinian militants fired a mortar round that damaged a greenhouse in the 

Israeli community of Netiv Ha'asara, just north of Gaza, Israeli military officials said.  

 

Overnight, militants fired two mortar rounds in and near Gaza, which caused no damage or 

injuries, officials said.  

 

One shell landed near an army post abutting the settlement of Neve Dekalim in southern Gaza 

and another landed near the Israeli community of Nahal Oz, just east of Gaza, the officials 

said.  

 

Police said Friday that 85 percent of Gaza's 8,500 or so Jewish settlers have been evacuated. 

It was unknown how many, if any, protesters who had entered Gaza in advance of the pullout 

remained. 

 

"It's been a very successful, albeit extremely painful mission this week," Israel Defense Forces 

spokeswoman Capt. Yael Hartman said. 

 

Sharon announced the plan in December 2003 in hopes of reinvigorating the Israeli-Palestinian 

peace process.  

 

Protesters in Gadid agreed to leave peacefully but insisted on being led or carried out one-by-

one as a symbolic protest. 

 

Palestinians election date set 
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Palestinian Authority president Mahmoud Abbas confirmed Saturday that Palestinian legislative 

elections will be held January 25. 

 

The elections initially were set for July but Abbas postponed them, wanting to have them after 

Israel evacuated all Gaza settlements and four settlements in the West Bank. 

 

On Friday Abbas told a cheering crowd that Israel's withdrawal from Gaza was "the fruits of 

sacrifices" of Palestinians. 

 

"My brothers, we are living these days in historical joy, a great joy, with the dismantling of 

settlements out of the Gaza Strip," Abbas said. 

 

"This exit of the settlers is the result of sacrifices of our people, the patience of our people ... 

and the wisdom of our people." 

 

Palestinian leaders have long criticized Sharon's disengagement plan, saying it was wrong for 

Israel to take such a step unilaterally rather than through negotiations. Recently, Palestinian 

leaders have expressed hope for the plan. 

 

Abbas said the most important task for Palestinians is to build a successful, productive society 

in Gaza "so it will become a model of civilization for the rest of the world."  

 

Settlements remain 

 

As Abbas spoke, Israel Defense Forces announced it was building ditches to separate the 

Jewish settlements of Gush Katif from Palestinian areas "to prevent Palestinians from entering 

the communities of Gush Katif during the disengagement process." 

 

The evacuations, which began Wednesday, had been expected to last up to three weeks. But 

Israeli officials said this week that, at their current pace, evacuations from Gaza could be 

completed by Tuesday. 

 

Israel has controlled Gaza, a 140-square-mile piece of coastal land between Israel and the 

Mediterranean Sea, since the Six-Day War in 1967. Israeli settlers in Gaza lived separated 

from a Palestinian population of 1.3 million. 

 

The evacuations of all 21 settlements in Gaza and four small areas of the West Bank are an 

effort to restart the peace process with Palestinians. The pullout is the largest peacetime 

operation in Israel's military history. 

 

Settlers were offered compensation packages ranging from $250,000 to $500,000 per family, 

but those who remained beyond a Monday deadline and a 48-hour grace period stand to lose 

up to a third of their amount. 
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2.16.  Israel destroys homes as Gaza pullout nears end 

August 22, 2005 

Israel on Sunday began destroying abandoned homes in Gaza, with only one settlement 

remaining to be cleared by Israeli forces on Monday.  

 

While settlers are expected to be gone shortly from Gaza, "the entire pullout will take a few 

more weeks," Finance Minister Ehud Olmert told CNN. 

 

Israel has to dismantle the military infrastructure in the region and demolish homes, a move 

requested by the Palestinian Authority.  

 

That process began Sunday, as homes in the former settlements of in Dugit and Peat Sadeh 

were reduced to rubble. Excavators and other heavy machinery smashed through the roofs 

and walls of structures left behind.  

 

"I hope that this enormous effort we are making, that everyone can witness the major 

sacrifice that we accomplished," said Olmert, adding that departing residents had lived there 

for decades.  

 

"All this is a testament to the absolute determination and commitment that Prime Minister 

[Ariel] Sharon and all of us have in order to improve things. And I hope that the Palestinians 

will respond accordingly," he said. 

 

"We are ready to do it because we want to establish a new foundation in the relations between 

us and the Palestinians." 

 

Israel on Sunday evacuated three Gaza settlements without "a single violent incident," military 

officials said, as the historic pullout resumed after the Jewish Sabbath. 

 

Katif, Atzmona and Elei Sinai were largely emptied after the Israeli Cabinet officially approved 

vacating the last four Gaza settlements.  

 

Netzarim, in the heart of Gaza, is slated to be the 21st and final settlement to be evacuated 

when troops arrive Monday.  

 

Israel originally predicted the evacuations could take a few weeks.  

 

The forced evacuations began Wednesday before breaking Friday for the Sabbath. The pullout 

is the largest peacetime operation in Israel's military history. 

 

The moves are part of Sharon's plan to evacuate all 21 settlements in Gaza and four small 

areas of the West Bank -- in hopes of reinvigorating the Israeli-Palestinian peace process.  
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The four West Bank evacuations are set to follow the Gaza pullout, although the military said 

that residents of two of them have already left on their own. 

 

Settlers in Netzarim have said they will leave without a struggle. 

 

"[Monday] will be our last day of civilian evacuation," Israel's southern regional commander 

Dan Harel told reporters Sunday. 

 

He called those who left their homes Sunday "honorable." 

 

"Nobody was cursed, nobody was pushed around ... the whole thing was done in a very quiet 

manner, although the grief was deep," he said. 

 

Roadblocks removed 

 

Some settlers did launch largely symbolic protests Sunday.  

 

At Katif, some set on fire barricades designed to protect the settlers from Palestinian militant 

attacks.  

 

Israeli troops used a front-end loader to break through a roadblock -- made from objects 

including bales of hay, a burned-out car and a refrigerator -- to reach the settlement. 

 

About 400 people lived at Katif, where forces traveled door to door Sunday to persuade 

residents to leave. The army said about 16 families had already left voluntarily, and those 

remaining agreed to leave after prayers.  

 

As has happened since evacuations began last Wednesday, settlers prayed alongside troops 

who were there to evict them. Some of the troops embraced weeping settlers as they were 

escorted to waiting buses. 

 

Not all the evacuations were smooth, though. Vociferous protesters -- many of them people 

from outside Gaza -- refused to leave some settlements during the week. 

 

At a Cabinet meeting Sunday, Sharon condemned them.  

 

"Some of their actions could be defined as acts of hooliganism that bordered on the criminal," 

he said.  

 

The prime minister promised that security commanders would use "all necessary measures" to 

keep outside protesters from hindering evacuations.  

 

Sharon praised the settlers, who he said, "were in a very difficult and painful situation."  

 

Israeli police said 949 protesters had been arrested so far during the pullout and, as of 
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Sunday, 643 had been released.  

 

Of those who remained in jail, 151 were arrested at Kfar Darom -- the site of the fiercest 

protests of the pullout. Some at Kfar Darom on Thursday stood on the roof of a synagogue 

and pelted the troops with projectiles, including paint thinner. 

 

Military officials originally estimated about 5,000 protesters, whom they refer to as 

"infiltrators," had entered Gaza in advance of the pullout. But Harel said Sunday the number 

totaled only about 1,500. 

 

He also praised the overall "very good" coordination with the Palestinian Authority, which had 

troops working to prevent militant attacks. 

 

But, Harel said, an Israeli tank commander was lightly wounded in the hand Sunday when a 

sniper shot at him. Since Tuesday, there have been 19 shooting incidents and 12 incidents of 

mortar shelling, Harel said. 

 

Palestinian leaders have said publicly that they were concerned about possible militant attacks 

during the operation and called on such groups not to use violence. 

 

Abbas' 'good intentions' 

 

When Sharon first unveiled the plan, in December 2003, Palestinian officials criticized Israel 

for taking the step unilaterally, saying such moves should only follow negotiations.  

 

But recently Palestinians have expressed hope for the pullout. Palestinian Authority President 

Mahmoud Abbas, speaking to a cheering crowd Friday, called it "the fruits of sacrifices" of 

Palestinians. 

 

Palestinian legal adviser Diana Buttu told CNN she was "delighted that the settlers are finally 

being evacuated from occupied Palestinian territory," and glad "that it's being done in such a 

quiet and peaceful manner, not only on the Israeli side, but also on the Palestinian side." 

 

A critical question now is whether the Palestinian Authority will control Gaza, overtaking 

threatened competition from militant groups such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 

 

Buttu argued that the task will be difficult due to what she called Israel's "continued military 

control of the Gaza Strip." Still, she said, Abbas "is committed to disarming and he is 

committed to making sure that there is calm in the area." 

 

While Israeli soldiers will be pulled out of Gaza, the military will maintain a security presence 

on Israel's side of entry points and has control over airspace and territorial waters. 

 

Olmert said Israel's forthcoming decisions will depend "on whether there will be terror or not." 

He said he trusts Abbas' "good intentions." 
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"I hope the Palestinians will, indeed, take serious measures to stop terrorism once and for all. 

“ 

 

"Once this is done, there will be a lot of flexibility," he said, and Israel will allow Palestinians to 

build up the airport and seaport, and will allow easier access in and out of Gaza. 

 

Israel has controlled Gaza, a 140-square-mile piece of coastal land between Israel and the 

Mediterranean Sea, since the Six-Day War in 1967. Israeli settlements in Gaza housed about 

8,500 settlers amid a Palestinian population of 1.3 million. 

 

Some settlers don't want to leave because they believe Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish 

homeland. Some say the move rewards militant groups and will lead to more attacks by 

Palestinian terrorists. 
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2.17. Settlers leave last Gaza outpost 

August 22, 2005 Monday 7:37 PM EST  

Some sobbing, others stone-faced, but all walking peacefully, the final group of Israeli settlers 

in Gaza boarded buses Monday, leaving the small strip of land at the center of a geopolitical 

firestorm. 

 

In their final moments at the site that has been their home for decades, the settlers sang, 

danced and prayed together with Israeli troops who were there to evict them. 

 

Looking out at the final, barren settlement of Netzarim afterward, Gen. Dan Harel, the Israel 

Defense Forces' southern commander, said, "There are no Israeli settlements in the Gaza 

Strip."  

 

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, in a meeting with disengagement officials, said he instructed all 

government ministries to focus on resettling those who lost their homes. 

 

"All ministries in my government must act immediately to dedicate maximum effort and 

management to the rebuilding," he said, according to a transcript released by his office. "I 

want you to see this as a national mission." 

 

A statement from Sharon's office said Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas called 

Sharon to congratulate him, calling the disengagement a "historic" and "brave" decision.  

 

The statement also said the two plan to meet in the near future. 

 

Abbas said he hopes the plan will "open a new page between the two people," and said Israelis 

and Palestinians must work together to build peace and a future for both sides "and the whole 

area," the statement said. 

 

There was no immediate confirmation from Palestinian officials. 

 

Palestinian leaders had initially criticized the pullout plan after Sharon unveiled it in December 

2003, saying such a step should not be taken unilaterally. 

 

Demolition under way 

 

Israeli troops in Gaza are gathering belongings left behind by settlers and demolishing the 21 

settlements and security infrastructure. 

 

Under an agreement worked out with Palestinian leadership, it will be up to Palestinians to 

clear out the rubble. 

 

Israel originally expected the pullout from Gaza to take weeks; instead it took five days to 
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clear out the settlements. Forced evacuations began Wednesday, stopped during the Jewish 

Sabbath and ended Monday. 

 

Harel praised Israeli soldiers and police for doing their work "wisely" and "with a lot of 

compassion to the settlers." 

 

He also lauded the settlers for walking out "with straight backs" and in "an honorable way." 

 

Shaul Goldstein, deputy head of the settler council, said the settlers had made the 

determination not to refuse orders to leave. 

 

"Refusal would bring splitting the Israeli society," he said. "Everybody understood that to 

maintain some kind of unity inside Israeli society, we have to weep, we have to be dragged. 

And this is exactly what we did." 

 

Still, he said, "We hoped the soldiers couldn't do it." 

 

While most of Gaza's 8,500 settlers left peacefully, there was some fierce resistance. At Kfar 

Darom, some people threw objects and paint thinner at troops. 

 

Israeli military officials said many of those involved in the resistance were "infiltrators" -- 

people from outside Gaza who came in advance of the evacuation in hopes of stopping it. 

 

More than 900 protesters were arrested, and more than 600 of them were released. 

 

Goldstein said the settler council condemned any violence. He emphasized that all sides call 

the evacuations a peaceful operation. 

 

"We're not a violent society, and we're not going to act violently," he said. 

 

A key question is whether things will go as smoothly in the West Bank. 

 

Under Sharon's disengagement plan, four settlements in the northern West Bank are to be 

cleared out. Residents already have poured out of two of them, the Israeli military said. 

 

But as soldiers prepare to clear the other two -- Sa-Nur and Homesh -- there have been 

skirmishes with protesters. 

 

Security concerns 

 

While polls show a majority of Israelis support the disengagement, many are concerned that 

Gaza could become a base for terrorist groups that want to destroy Israel.  

 

Former Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu described that fear in his resignation letter days 

before the pullout. 
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Militant groups, including Hamas, have made it clear that they will seek political power in the 

new Gaza.  

 

But Palestinian officials have vowed to work to create security and rule of law. 

 

Palestinian legal adviser Diana Buttu said Sunday that the task will be tougher due to Israel's 

"continued military control" of Gaza. 

 

Israeli troops will be out of Gaza but will maintain a presence at entry points and will have 

control over airspace and territorial waters. 

 

Ehud Olmert, the new Israeli finance minister, said Sunday that Israel's decisions will be based 

on its security -- "on whether there will be terror or not." 

 

The United States has promised to help both sides in the wake of the pullout.  

 

At a speech Monday in Utah, President Bush praised Sharon for taking the "courageous and 

painful step" and vowed to support Palestinian officials in their efforts to build self-

government. 

 

"Both Israelis and Palestinians have elected governments committed to peace and progress, 

and the way forward is clear," he said. 

 

Despite all the questions hanging in the balance, Monday marked the end of a chapter in the 

tumultuous recent history of the region. For the first time since Israel took over the land after 

the 1967 Six-Day War, it had no civilians living in Gaza. 

 

Harel said the historic day reflected against "the whole story of the Middle East" and the 57 

years of the state of Israel. 

 

He noted that Palestinian militants once killed three of his soldiers in the area. 

 

"I hope that peace and stability will resume here in the area, and hopefully each one will be 

able to live in peace," he said. 
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Appendix 3. Analyses of Lexicalization and Predicational 
Strategy  

 

 

3.1. Terror(ism) in Al-Jazeera English 

Nr.  Clause Article  
1 Earlier, the former chief of Israel's chief domestic intelligence agency, Avi 

Dichter, warned that Jewish terrorists might try to assassinate Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon or attack mosques in Jerusalem. 

6 

2 On Saturday, US President George Bush went on Israel Television to call for 
the dismantling of "terrorist organisations" by the Palestinians, a key part of a 
Middle East peace road map backed by Washington. 

12 

3 He also condemned a Wednesday attack in which a Jewish settler in the West 
Bank grabbed a gun from a security guard and killed four Palestinian 
labourers, calling it "a terror attack", Annan's spokesman said. 

19 

 
 

3.2. Terror(ism) in CNN International 

Nr.  Clause Article  

1 Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist organization, has been labeled by 
the U.S. State Department as a terrorist organization.  

4 

2 The group's military wing, Izzedine al Qassam, has admitted responsibility for 
terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as well as attacks against the Israeli 
military.  
 

4 

3 One of their chief arguments: That leaving Gaza after years of terrorist attacks 
by Palestinian militant groups will only reward terrorism and lead to similar 
tactics by groups wanting to destroy Israel. 

5 

4 One of their chief arguments: That leaving Gaza after years of terrorist attacks 
by Palestinian militant groups will only reward terrorism and lead to similar 
tactics by groups wanting to destroy Israel. 

5 

5 Last week, Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu resigned as finance 
minister, warning Gaza will "become an Islamic terrorist base," endangering 
"not only Israel but many others in the world." 

5 

6 Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist organization, has been labeled by 
the U.S. State Department as a terrorist organization.  

5 

7 The group's military wing, Izzedine al Qassam, has admitted responsibility for 
terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as well as attacks against the Israeli 
military. 

5 

8 "The disengagement is, I think, a part of making Israel more secure and 
peaceful, and I agree with the prime minister," Bush said. "I can understand 
why people think this decision is one that will create a vacuum into which 
terrorism will flow. I happen to disagree. I think this will create an opportunity 
for democracy to emerge. And democracies are peaceful." 

5 

9 The first phase of the road map calls for "behavior modification" - on the 
Palestinian side cracking down on terrorist groups and on the Israeli side 
halting settlement expansion and ending illegal settlement outposts. 

6 

10 "Now the Palestinians bear the burden of proof," he [Sharon] said. "They must 
fight terror organizations, dismantle its infrastructure and show sincere 
intentions of peace in order to sit with us at the negotiating table.” 

8 
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11 "The world awaits the Palestinian response -- a hand offered in peace or 
continued terrorist fire. To a hand offered in peace, we will respond with an 
olive branch. But if they choose fire, we will respond with fire, more severe 
than ever." 

8 

12 Other secular Israelis say they believe the move rewards terrorists and will 
lead to more attacks from Palestinian militant groups. 

8 

13 Netanyahu dismissed the Palestinian Authority as "an authority by name 
alone," and railed against it as "really a collection of terrorists, gangsters, 
Hamas, Islamic Jihad and others who are operating freely, with weapons." 

9 

14 Israeli security chiefs have told him, he said, that "this is going to become a 
base of terror. It will attract Hezbollah, al Qaeda, terrorists from Iraq, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan." 

9 

15 Israeli security chiefs have told him, he said, that "this is going to become a 
base of terror. It will attract Hezbollah, al Qaeda, terrorists from Iraq, Pakistan 
and Afghanistan." 

9 

16 He added, "Israel's campaign against terror is being set back because of good 
intentions badly played out." 

9 

17 "We can see in Gaza ... an Islamic terror base being established," he 
[Netanyahu] said.” 

9 

18 "They've actually talked the talk. It is now time for them to walk the walk. 
They have to arrest the terrorists, confiscate the weapons, dismantle the 
infrastructure of terrorism and seriously embark on a process series of 
negotiations," Gillerman said. 

9 

19 Other secular Israelis contend the move rewards terrorists and will lead to 
more attacks from Palestinian militant groups. 

10 

20 He [Netanyahu] predicted the area will become an international haven for 
terrorists. 

10 

21 Other Israelis say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks 
from Palestinian militant groups 

13 

22 Some say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from 
Palestinian terrorists. 

14 

23 . Some say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from 
Palestinian terrorists 

15 

24 Olmert said Israel's forthcoming decisions will depend "on whether there will 
be terror or not." 

16 

25 "I hope the Palestinians will, indeed, take serious measures to stop terrorism 
once and for all. “ 

16 

26 Some say the move rewards militant groups and will lead to more attacks by 
Palestinian terrorists. 

16 

27 While polls show a majority of Israelis support the disengagement, many are 
concerned that Gaza could become a base for terrorist groups that want to 
destroy Israel. 

17 

28 Ehud Olmert, the new Israeli finance minister, said Sunday that Israel's 
decisions will be based on its security -- "on whether there will be terror or 
not." 

17 

29 Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist organization, has been labeled by 
the U.S. State Department as a terrorist organization 

17 

30 The group's military wing, Izzedine al Qassam, has admitted responsibility for 
terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as well as attacks against the Israeli 
military. 

17 

31 Some say the move rewards militant groups and will lead to more attacks by 
Palestinian terrorists. 

17 

 
 

3.3. Militant(s) in CNN International 

Nr.  Clause Article  
1 As a result, the family has endured battles between the soldiers and militants 3 
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trying to infiltrate the nearby settlement. 
2 In other parts of Gaza, police reported residents coming under fire from 

Palestinian militants. 
5 

3 In the southern Gaza settlement of Kfar Darom and the central settlement of 
Netzarim, police said Palestinian militants were shooting at settlers who 
remain. 

5 

4 supporters on one side, and Palestinian militant groups on the other, 
threatened to overshadow the optimism. 

5 

5 One of their chief arguments: That leaving Gaza after years of terrorist attacks 
by Palestinian militant groups will only reward terrorism and lead to similar 
tactics by groups wanting to destroy Israel. 

5 

6 They will focus largely on preventing attacks from militants and working to 
ensure that Palestinians who may move into evacuated areas are safe 

5 

7 Israeli troops, larger in number and with much more training, are focusing 
largely on preventing violence from settlers and protecting them from 
militants. 

5 

8 This means pressing the Palestinian leadership to make good on their security 
commitments, assume control over Gaza and confront Palestinian militants 

6 

9 If Israel was to step back from negotiating with the Palestinians it would not 
only further weaken the hand of Abbas, it could spark fresh attacks by 
Palestinian militants that risk a renewed cycle of violence, which could close 
the door on what the U.S. sees as the best opportunity for peace in decades. 

6 

10 The decree, he said, will send a message to Hamas and other militant 
organizations 

6 

11 Sharon said the withdrawal of about 9,000 Jewish settlers from Gaza and the 
four small sections of the West Bank, along with hundreds of Israeli troops who 
guard them from Palestinian militants, is a hopeful step toward the resumption 
of the peace process. 

8 

12 Other secular Israelis say they believe the move rewards terrorists and will 
lead to more attacks from Palestinian militant groups. 

8 

13 Palestinian militants, waving flags and carrying guns, staged celebrations 
Tuesday at Khan Yunis near the Neveh Dekalim settlement in Gaza. 

9 

14 Meanwhile, cheering Palestinian militants declared the relocations a victory. 10 
15 Other secular Israelis contend the move rewards terrorists and will lead to 

more attacks from Palestinian militant groups. 
10 

16 Palestinian militants, waving flags and carrying guns, staged several 
celebrations at Khan Yunis near the Neveh Dekalim settlement 

10 

17 Palestinian militants, waving flags and carrying guns, staged several 
celebrations at Khan Yunis near the Neveh Dekalim settlement 

11 

18 Other Israelis say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks 
from Palestinian militant groups. 

13 

19 Arriving troops found the settlement's main gate -- intended to shield residents 
from Palestinian militants -- locked, and tires and other objects in flames. 

14 

20 At one point on Friday, some protesters who had perched themselves on the 
roof of a synagogue came under fire from Palestinian militants. 

15? 

21 On Saturday, Palestinian militants fired a mortar round that damaged a 
greenhouse in the Israeli community of Netiv Ha'asara, just north of Gaza, 
Israeli military officials said. 

15 

22 Overnight, militants fired two mortar rounds in and near Gaza, which caused 
no damage or injuries, officials said 

15 

23 At Katif, some set on fire barricades designed to protect the settlers from 
Palestinian militant attacks. 

16 

24 He also praised the overall "very good" coordination with the Palestinian 
Authority, which had troops working to prevent militant attacks. 

16 

25 Palestinian leaders have said publicly that they were concerned about possible 
militant attacks during the operation and called on such groups not to use 
violence. 

16 

26 A critical question now is whether the Palestinian Authority will control Gaza, 
overtaking threatened competition from militant groups such as Hamas and 

16 
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Islamic Jihad. 
27 Some say the move rewards militant groups and will lead to more attacks by 

Palestinian terrorists. 
16 

28 Militant groups, including Hamas, have made it clear that they will seek 
political power in the new Gaza. 

17 

29 He noted that Palestinian militants once killed three of his soldiers in the area. 17 
 
 

3.4. Resistance in Al-Jazeera English 

Nr.  Clause Article  

1 Abbas has vowed to prevent attacks on the withdrawing Jewish settlers by 
Palestinian resistance groups following a six-month calm. 

2 

2 The United States hopes the pullout plan will restart talks on a peace road 
map, but Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon insists there will be no discussion 
of statehood until Palestinians dismantle all resistance groups - a condition of 
the peace plan. 

2 

3 The president said that there had already been signs of a more hopeful future 
for the region, noting a drop in attacks by Palestinian resistance groups. 

3 

4 Resistance groups and officials alike were jockeying to take credit for the 
withdrawal, promising their followers that Jerusalem and the West Bank would 
be next. 

4 

5 The main Palestinian resistance group Hamas sent a thinly-veiled message to 
Abbas on Friday, warning against any attempt to prevent its supporters from 
continuing the struggle against Israeli occupation. 

4 

6 By rare agreement with Israel, 7500 Palestinian security men in Gaza began 
moving into position on the outskirts of the fortified settlements to ward off 
possible efforts by Palestinian resistance factions to shoot at departing settlers. 

9 

7 Hundreds of supporters of the Islamic Jihad resistance group celebrated in 
Gaza City on Sunday, with men firing guns in the air, and teens setting off fire 
crackers and distributing sweets. 

10 

8 Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has urged resistance groups to hold fire 
during Israel's planned removal of its first Jewish settlements from land 
Palestinians seek for an independent state. 

11 

9 Both Israeli and Palestinian security sources said the main task of the 
Palestinian force would be to prevent rocket attacks by resistance groups such 
as Hamas and Islamic Jihad during the pullout. 

11 

10 "Hamas remains committed to the choice of resistance as a strategic choice. 
Hamas remains committed to its military wing and its right to possess 
weapons," said Ismail Haniyye, a top Hamas leader. 

12 

11 The Gaza pullout, hailed by Palestinian resistance as a victory and assailed by 
its Israeli opponents as surrender to violence, will mark the first removal of 
Jewish settlements from land that Palestinians want for a state. 

18 

12 The Hamas leader did not directly blame any group or country - including 
Israel - for the shooting but called it "an attempt to silence us since we are still 
talking about resistance". 

19 

13 Fatah officials said Fatah, which includes armed resistance factions, had no 
links to the shooting. 

19 

14 Sharon has insisted that Abbas pacify Gaza and disarm resistance groups 
before he agrees to return to talks about the road map peace plan, introduced 
more than two years ago by US President Bush, but quickly stalemated. 

21 

15 As Abbas issued his decree, dozens of masked fighters from the Hamas 
movement briefly took over the central square of Gaza City in a show of 
defiance against the president, and made clear the resistance had no intention 
of disarming. 

21 

16 The army apparently felt that it would be impossible to block the press and 
was also keen to show the world - and Israelis at home - that it was sensitive 
to the settlers, an image far different from what the world was used to see of 

22 
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an army that has just spent years violently cracking down on Palestinian 
protesters and resistance fighters. 

17 Dua'a Takruri, 21, who spoke in English, described the "slow death" being 
meted out to more than 9000 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails, including her 
father, Haroun Takruri, who has been behind bars for 20 years for resisting the 
Israeli occupation. 

23 

 
 

3.5. Resistance in CNN International  

Nr.  Clause Article  

1 In a news conference Saturday, senior Hamas member Ismail Haniyye called 
the withdrawal a "retreat" and said it was "a result of resistance and our 
people's sacrifice." 

4 

2 "It is evidence that resistance is able to achieve our national goals," he [a 
senior Hamas member] said. 

4 

3 "Hamas confirms its adherence to resistance as a strategic option until the 
occupation retreats from our lands and holy places," senior Hamas member 
Ismail Haniyye said. 

4 

 
 

 
 

3.7. Predications withdrawal in Al-Jazeera English   

Number Predication Clause Article 

1 hailed by 
Palestinian 
resistance as a 
victory and 
assailed by its 
Israeli opponents 
as surrender to 
violence 

The Gaza pullout, hailed by Palestinian resistance 
as a victory and assailed by its Israeli opponents as 
surrender to violence, will mark the first removal of 
Jewish settlements from land that Palestinians want 
for a state 

18 

2 to end Israel's 38-
year occupation of 
Gaza 

Troops were deterred by protesters on Monday in 
some enclaves but walked door-to-door in others, 
telling settlers to leave by Wednesday or face 
forcible eviction under Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's 
plan to end Israel's 38-year occupation of Gaza. 

10 

3 an exodus ending 
Israel's 38-year 
occupation of the 

Taking heed of warnings, many of Gaza's 8500 
settlers packed up trucks ahead of the Wednesday 
deadline to quit the Gaza Strip, home to 1.4 million 

17 

3.6. Reference to withdrawal in Al-Jazeera English 

Term Number of reference 

an exodus ending Israel's 38-year occupation of the coastal 
area 

1 

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan 5 
Minister Ariel Sharon's controversial plan 2 
so-called disengagement 1 
The disengagement 7 
The Gaza pullout 5 
The move 2 
The operation 5 
the plan 4 
The Pullout 30 
The withdrawal 21 
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coastal area Palestinians, and joined an exodus ending Israel's 
38-year occupation of the coastal area. 

 

 

3.9. Predications of withdrawal in CNN International  

Number Predication Clause Article 
1 spearheaded by 

longtime 
settlement 
supporter Prime 
Minister Ariel 
Sharon 

The move, spearheaded by longtime settlement 
supporter Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, is being 
applauded by some Israeli Jews and bitterly 
opposed by others. 

1 

2 a “retreat” / “a 
result of 
resistance and 
our people’s 
sacrifice” 

In a news conference Saturday, senior Hamas 
member Ismail Haniyye called the withdrawal a 
"retreat" and said it was "a result of resistance and 
our people's sacrifice." 

4 

3 "good intentions 
badly played out." 

Former Israeli Finance Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu Tuesday bemoaned the impending 
removal of settlers from Gaza as "good intentions 
badly played out," while a senior Palestinian 
legislator expressed skepticism mixed with 
hopefulness. 

9 

4 "good intentions 
badly played out." 

Former Israeli Finance Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu bemoaned the impending removal of 
settlers from Gaza as "good intentions badly played 
out." He predicted the area will become an 
international haven for terrorists. 

10 

5 -- an emotional 
turning point for 
Israelis -- 

The pullout -- an emotional turning point for Israelis 
-- was implemented by Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
and while opinion polls show a majority support the 
plan, the pullback has angered settlers. 

14 

6 is the largest 
peacetime 
operation in 
Israel's military 
history 

The pullout is the largest peacetime operation in 
Israel's military history. 

14 

7 -- an emotional 
turning point for 
Israelis -- 

The pullout -- an emotional turning point for Israelis 
-- is scheduled to resume Sunday. 

15 

8 is the largest 
peacetime 

The pullout is the largest peacetime operation in 
Israel's military history. 

15 

3.8. Reference to withdrawal in CNN International 

Term Number of reference 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan 2 
The disengagement 19 
the disengagement process 3 
The Gaza pullout 1 
the largest peacetime operation in its history 6 
the move  10 
the plan 13 
The pullout  18 
The withdrawal  33 
unilateral Israeli plans 1 
initiative coordinated with the Palestinians and the 
international community 

1 
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operation in 
Israel's military 
history 

9 is the largest 
peacetime 
operation in 
Israel's military 
history 

The pullout is the largest peacetime operation in 
Israel's military history. 

16 

10 a peaceful 
operation 

He emphasized that all sides call the evacuations a 
peaceful operation. 

17 

 

 

3.10. Names of Palestinian inhabitants in Al-Jazeera English 

Name Number Article 
1.3 million Palestinians. 1 21 
1.4 million fenced-in 
Palestinians 

1 2 

1.4 million Palestinians 1 17 
2 million Palestinians 1 7 
2.4 million Palestinians 1 17 
3.8 million Palestinians 1 16 
a Palestinian woman, Nawraz 
Kawasmi, 

1 23 

A third Palestinian woman, 
Sara Abu Sharar 

1 23 

Abdullah Maani 7 5, 14 
Abu Ahmad 1 17  
Another Palestinian woman 1 23  
community leader Musa al-
Ghul 

1 14 

Dua'a Takruri, 21, 1 23 
Gazans 1 2 
her father, Haroun Takruri, 1 23 
her husband, Abdullah al-
Maani 

1 7 

her husband, Salim Safi 1 23 
Hundreds of young 
Palestinians 

1 12 

local residents 1 14 
Many Palestinians 3 4, 7, 18 
Movement for local residents 1 5 
Palestinian communities 1 14 
Palestinian refugees 1 14 
Palestinian residents  1 7 
Palestinian women 1 23 
Palestinians 12 4, 7, 9, 14, 14, 15, 23, 6, 18 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank 

1 6 

private Palestinian owners 1 21 
residents 3 7, 17 
Residents of the Maani area of 
Dair al-Balah 

1 14 

Siyafa resident Abu el-Abed 1 7 
The community of 140 
Palestinians 

1 5 

the Palestinians in Gaza 1 4 
Um Wisam al-Maani, 1 7 
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Young Palestinian girls 1 14 
 
 

3.11. Predications of the Palestinian inhabitants in Al-Jazeera 

English 

Number Predication Clause  Article 
1 Gazans celebrating 

along the beachfront 
ahead of Israel's 
withdrawal from the 
occupied territory 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas has joined thousands of Gazans 
celebrating along the beachfront ahead of 
Israel's withdrawal from the occupied 
territory, due to start next week. 

2 

2 Palestinians living 
near a Gaza 
settlement 

Israeli forces have notified Palestinians living 
near a Gaza settlement of a month-long 
closure of their community, just days prior to 
the upcoming withdrawal from the area.  

4 

3 Abdullah Maani, a 
local leader of the 
al-Ma'ani area in the 
Central Gaza Strip 
town of Dair al-Balah 

Abdullah Maani, a local leader of the al-Ma'ani 
area in the Central Gaza Strip town of Dair al-
Balah, told Aljazeera.net that Israeli forces 
notified him on Friday of a closure that would 
seal off his community from the rest of the 
Gaza Strip for three to four weeks, starting 
this coming Wednesday.    

5 

4 from within the 
enclosed area of 
Maani adjacent to 
the colony.  

"People are counting down the days to 
withdrawal, but our nerves are on edge. We 
are afraid that the disengagement will not go 
so smoothly, and problems break out," said 
Um Wisam al-Maani, from within the enclosed 
area of Maani adjacent to the colony. 

7 

5 of the area Palestinian residents of the area feared the 
Jewish protesters might use violence to try to 
stop the withdrawal.   

7 

6 donning caps and 
white T-shirts 
stating "today Gaza, 
tomorrow the West 
Bank and 
Jerusalem", 

Hundreds of young Palestinians showed up 
donning caps and white T-shirts stating 
"today Gaza, tomorrow the West Bank and 
Jerusalem", that had been mass-produced 
and distributed in the run-up to withdrawal. 

7 

7 as he prepared to 
transport several 
bags of vegetables, 
an electric generator 
and petrol he 
brought from Gaza 
city to use during 
the closure.  

"Will there be real peace, will there be 
guarantees for our freedom of movement - all 
this makes us think a million times before we 
celebrate for sure," said al-Ghul, as he 
prepared to transport several bags of 
vegetables, an electric generator and petrol 
he brought from Gaza city to use during the 
closure.  

7 

8 as he waited 
alongside several 
others amid vast 
swathes of razed 
farmland, the red-
roofed villas of the 
soon-to-be 
evacuated 
settlements visible in 
the background. 

"I look forward to the day the Jews leave this 
area and I can be free to move within my 
land once again," added Siyafa resident Abu 
el-Abed, as he waited alongside several 
others amid vast swathes of razed farmland, 
the red-roofed villas of the soon-to-be 
evacuated settlements visible in the 
background. 

7 

9 who adamantly 
oppose their 

The classified defence budget further 
propelled expansion, funding troop 

7? 
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presence deployments to guard settlements, and 
building fences and wide roads for settlers 
living among more than 2 million Palestinians 
who adamantly oppose their presence. 

10 40, standing on the 
roof of his three-
story home in the 
Palestinian town of 
Khan Yunus, which 
overlooks the Morag 
settlement 

"They are actually leaving. Who would have 
ever thought?" said Palestinian farmer Ziyad 
Satari, 40, standing on the roof of his three-
story home in the Palestinian town of Khan 
Yunus, which overlooks the Morag 
settlement. 

10 

11 living near Jewish 
settlements 

Palestinian communities living near Jewish 
settlements are bracing themselves for a 
month-long Israeli-imposed closure set to 
start on Tuesday.   

13 

12 34 Abdullah Maani, 34, said residents were 
allowed out of the village for a few hours to 
buy food and supplies before the closure 
would be enforced, adding that they had yet 
to see any evidence of a withdrawal.   

13 

14 living near the illegal 
settlement 

Israeli forces notified the Palestinians living 
near the illegal settlement of a month-long 
closure of their community this past Friday. 

14 

15 sealed off from the 
rest of Gaza in the 
name of security for 
the settlers 

The two enclosed villages, in combination 
with the larger enclave of Mawasi southern 
Gaza, located within the Gush Qatif 
settlement bloc, have borne the brunt of 
Israel's closure regime, which saw their 
villages sealed off from the rest of Gaza in 
the name of security for the settlers 

14 

16 as he filed through a 
metal turnstile with 
dozens of other 
residents, waiting to 
be searched 

said Maani, as he filed through a metal 
turnstile with dozens of other residents, 
waiting to be searched 

14 

17 From the northern 
Gaza Strip village of 
al-Siyafa, 
sandwiched between 
the settlements of 
Dugit, Eli Sinai, and 
Nisanit 

Earlier in the week, villagers from the 
northern Gaza Strip village of al-Siyafa, 
sandwiched between the settlements of 
Dugit, Eli Sinai, and Nisanit, transported 
cooking gas, vegetables, and an electric 
generator in preparation for a similar closure.   

14 

18 a father of 10 whose 
house was 
demolished by 
Israeli troops during 
a five-year-old 
Palestinian uprising. 

"I feel like I could fly, I am so happy," said 
Abu Ahmad, a father of 10 whose house was 
demolished by Israeli troops during a five-
year-old Palestinian uprising.  

17 

19 whose sons, 
husbands and other 
relatives have been 
killed, maimed or 
imprisoned by the 
Israeli occupation 
army, especially 
since the outbreak of 
the al-Aqsa intifada 
in September 2000. 

There they heard of the suffering by ordinary 
Palestinian women whose sons, husbands and 
other relatives have been killed, maimed or 
imprisoned by the Israeli occupation army, 
especially since the outbreak of the al-Aqsa 
intifada in September 2000. 

23 

20 whose 14-year-old Another Palestinian woman, whose 14-year- 23 



Al-Jazeera English: the Opinion and the Other Opinion 
  

J.J. de Graaf  113
   
 

daughter was 
seriously wounded 
by a stray bullet 
fired by an Israeli 
soldier near the 
Ibrahim Mosque in 
downtown Hebron 
last year 

old daughter was seriously wounded by a 
stray bullet fired by an Israeli soldier near the 
Ibrahim Mosque in downtown Hebron last 
year, demanded the creation of an 
independent international tribunal to which 
Palestinians could go for justice. 

21 21, who spoke in 
English 

Dua'a Takruri, 21, who spoke in English, 
described the "slow death" being meted out 
to more than 9000 Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails, including her father, Haroun 
Takruri, who has been behind bars for 20 
years for resisting the Israeli occupation. 

23 

22 who has been 
behind bars for 20 
years for resisting 
the Israeli 
occupation. 

Dua'a Takruri, 21, who spoke in English, 
described the "slow death" being meted out 
to more than 9000 Palestinian prisoners in 
Israeli jails, including her father, Haroun 
Takruri, who has been behind bars for 20 
years for resisting the Israeli occupation. 

23 

 
 

3.12. Names of Palestinian inhabitants in CNN International 

Name Number Article 

a cheering crowd 1 14 
a crowd 1 4 
a Palestinian population of 1.3 
million 

3 14, 15 and 16 

Khalil Bashir 9 3 
A cheery Yusif 1 3 
 
 

3.13. Predications of Palestinian inhabitants in CNN International  

Number Predication Clause  Article 

1 Living on the edge of 
an Israeli settlement 
in Gaza 

Living on the edge of an Israeli settlement in 
Gaza, Khalil Bashir has been wounded by 
Israeli shrapnel. An Israeli soldier once shot 
his son in the back. And Israeli troops have 
occupied his home near an Israeli settlement. 

3 

2 Donning a "Seeds of 
Peace" T-shirt, 

Donning a "Seeds of Peace" T-shirt, a cheery 
Yusif said he planned to become an 
"ambassador of peace" for the program. 

3 

3 who may move into 
evacuated areas are 
safe 

They will focus largely on preventing attacks 
from militants and working to ensure that 
Palestinians who may move into evacuated 
areas are safe. 

5 

4 who live in poverty 
and protest and 
unemployment 

"There is no sense whatsoever to remain 
here," he added. "The settlers do not have a 
future in the Gaza Strip, because they cannot 
live as an isolated group of people 8,000-
strong among a million-and-a-half 
Palestinians who live in poverty and protest 
and unemployment." [reported clause of 
Peres] 

5 

5 who are doubling 
their numbers by the 

"We can't hang on to Gaza forever where 
there are more than a million Palestinians 

8 
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generation who are doubling their numbers by the 
generation," he said [reported clause of 
Sharon]  

6 are encouraged by 
the move 

Palestinian Legislative Council member Hanan 
Ashrawi said Palestinians are encouraged by 
the move but that some see the pullout as an 
attempt by Sharon to circumvent the road 
map to peace. [indirect reporting]  

10 

7 are skeptical but, at 
the same time, 
people are 
encouraged by the 
precedent 

"People are skeptical but, at the same time, 
people are encouraged by the precedent," 
she said. [reported clause of Palestinian 
Legislative Council member Hanan Ashrawi]  

10 

 
 

 
 

3.15. Predications of Hamas and similar parties in Al-Jazeera English 

Number Predication Clause  Article 

1, 2 after attending a 
training session of 
Hamas's military 
wing 

"This army will continue to defend our 
homeland as long as one inch of Palestine 
remains occupied," Mahmoud al-Zahar told 
reporters on Friday, after attending a training 
session of Hamas's military wing, the Izz al-
Din al-Qassam Brigades. 

1, 4,   

3 the group behind the Hamas, the group behind the majority of 4 

3.14. Naming of Hamas and similar parties in Al-Jazeera English 

Name Number Article 

"terrorist organisations" [reported clause of Bush] 1 12 
a senior Hamas leader 1 19 
all armed groups 1 1 
al-Zahar and Hamas's two other top Gaza leaders 1 1 
armed members of Islamic Jihad 1 14 
dozens of masked fighters from the Hamas movement 1 21 
Fatah 1 19 
Hamas 23 1, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 

19, 21 
Hamas' top brass 1 12 
Hassan Youssef's car 1 19 
Hundreds of supporters of the Islamic Jihad resistance 
group 

1 10 

Ismail Haniyye, a top Hamas leader 1 12 
Mahmoud al-Zahar 2 1, 4 
movement's top leaders 1 1, 4 
Palestinian resistance factions 1 9 
resistance factions 1 19 
Resistance group(s) 7 2, 4, 11, 12 
the Fatah-linked al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades 1 14 
the founders and top political leaders of Hamas 1 12 
the group's fighters 1 1 
The Hamas leader 1 19 
the Hamas leadership 1 12 
the Islamic group [reported clause of Hamas]  1 19 
The main Palestinian resistance group Hamas 1 4 
Youssef 1 19 
Youssef's vehicle 1 19 
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majority of anti-
Israeli attacks during 
the five-year 
uprising or intifada 

anti-Israeli attacks during the five-year 
uprising or intifada, says the rocket attacks 
were instrumental in persuading Israel to 
leave Gaza after a 38-year occupation 

4 which is planning its 
own military-style 
celebrations 

At Friday's Gaza sea-front event, Cabinet 
minister Mohammed Dahlan said all events 
would take place under the official Palestinian 
flag, a warning to Hamas which is planning its 
own military-style celebrations. 

12 

5 vowing to go on 
fighting Israel and 
claiming victory for 
the impending 
Israeli withdrawal 

For the first time in a decade, the founders 
and top political leaders of Hamas gathered 
on Saturday on the same stage, vowing to go 
on fighting Israel and claiming victory for the 
impending Israeli withdrawal. 

12 

6 positioned in front of 
the group's logo and 
a green Islamic flag 

But the Hamas leadership - positioned in 
front of the group's logo and a green Islamic 
flag - challenged the Palestinian Authority 
statement, saying their armed struggle had 
led Israel to evacuate settlements, and 
vowed not to lay down their weapons until 
the Israeli occupation ends. 

12 

7 is sworn to the 
destruction of Israel 

Unlike the Palestinian Authority, which wants 
to establish an independent state in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip with east Jerusalem as 
its capital, Hamas is sworn to the destruction 
of Israel. 

12 

8 committed to the 
choice of resistance 
as a strategic choice 
[reported clause of 
Hamas] 

"Hamas remains committed to the choice of 
resistance as a strategic choice. Hamas 
remains committed to its military wing and its 
right to possess weapons," said Ismail 
Haniyye, a top Hamas leader.  

12 

9 committed to its 
military wing and its 
right to possess 
weapons [reported 
clause of Hamas] 

"Hamas remains committed to the choice of 
resistance as a strategic choice. Hamas 
remains committed to its military wing and its 
right to possess weapons," said Ismail 
Haniyye, a top Hamas leader.  

12 

10 Does not plan to 
battle the Palestinian 
Authority [reported 
clause of Hamas] 

Hamas does not plan to battle the Palestinian 
Authority, Haniyye said, but said: "Hamas 
rejects the idea of allowing any single party 
to monopolise the decision-making process." 

12 

11 rejects the idea of 
allowing any single 
party to monopolise 
the decision-making 
process [reported 
clause of Hamas] 

Hamas does not plan to battle the Palestinian 
Authority, Haniyye said, but said: "Hamas 
rejects the idea of allowing any single party 
to monopolise the decision-making process." 

12 

12 shooting their 
weapons in the air 
and declaring: "We 
shall never lay down 
our weapons". 

On Monday night, the Fatah-linked al-
Aqsa Martyrs Brigades rallied throughout 
Gaza city's streets, shooting their weapons in 
the air and declaring: "We shall never lay 
down our weapons". On Tuesday, armed 
members of Islamic Jihad did the same, 
"reminding" Palestinians that it was they who 
forced the Israeli settlers out of Gaza. 

14 

13 its vow to continue 
fighting Israel. 
[reported clause of 
Hamas] 

In the West Bank on Thursday, an assailant 
shot at the car of a senior Hamas leader in 
what he called an attempt to intimidate the 
Islamic group for its vow to continue fighting 
Israel. 

19 
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14 is sworn to 
destroying Israel 
rather than 
negotiating for a 
Palestinian state 
alongside it 

Hamas, unlike Abbas, is sworn to destroying 
Israel rather than negotiating for a 
Palestinian state alongside it. 

19 

15 no intention of 
disarming [reported 
clause of Hamas]  

As Abbas issued his decree, dozens of 
masked fighters from the Hamas movement 
briefly took over the central square of Gaza 
City in a show of defiance against the 
president, and made clear the resistance had 
no intention of disarming. 

21 

16 expected to do well 
in the voting 

Hamas is expected to do well in the voting, 
fielding candidates for the first time. 

21 

 
 

 
 

3.17. Predications of Hamas and similar parties in CNN International 

Number Predication Clause  Article 

1, 2 a Palestinian Islamic 
fundamentalist 
organization 

Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist 
organization, has been labeled by the U.S. 
State Department as a terrorist organization. 
The group's military wing, Izzedine al 
Qassam, has admitted responsibility for 
terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as 
well as attacks against the Israeli military. 

4,5  

3, 4 a terrorist 
organization [labeled 
by U.S. State 
Department]  

Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist 
organization, has been labeled by the U.S. 
State Department as a terrorist organization. 
The group's military wing, Izzedine al 
Qassam, has admitted responsibility for 
terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as 
well as attacks against the Israeli military. 

4, 5 

5 has admitted 
responsibility for 
terrorist attacks 
against Israeli 
civilians as well as 

Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist 
organization, has been labeled by the U.S. 
State Department as a terrorist organization. 
The group's military wing, Izzedine al 
Qassam, has admitted responsibility for 

4, 5  

3.16. Naming of Hamas and similar parties in CNN International  

Name Number Article 

Hamas 15 4, 5, 8, 9, 16, 17 
Hamas leaders 1 5 
Islamic Jihad 1 4 
Islamic radical 
groups 

1 4 

militant groups 4 4, 5, 6, 17 
militant 
organizations 

2 8, 16 

militants   
Palestinian militant 
groups 

2 4, 8 

Palestinian militants 13 2, 3, 4 5, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 17 
senior Hamas 
member Ismail 
Haniyye 

2 4, 5 
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attacks against the 
Israeli military 

terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as 
well as attacks against the Israeli military. 

6 who are operating 
freely, with weapons 
[in reported clause 
of Former Israeli 
Finance Minister 
Netanyahu]  

Netanyahu dismissed the Palestinian 
Authority as "an authority by name alone," 
and railed against it as "really a collection of 
terrorists, gangsters, Hamas, Islamic Jihad 
and others who are operating freely, with 
weapons 

9 

 
 

3.18. Adjectives with (pro-) settlers in network stations 

Network Station Adjective 
Al-Jazeera English Hardcore; rightist; anti-disengagement; orange-clad; Jewish; 

screaming; a clearly despondent; hardline; young; Defiant; 
departing; Diehard; Evicted; furious; Gaza; Israeli; 
Recalcitrant; Jewish;  
Ultranationalist; Forlorn; irate; rightist; the orange-clad anti-
pullout; zealous 

CNN International Permanent; violent; Israeli; Jewish; departing; Gaza; isolated; 
Israeli; long-time; nationalist; secular; ultranationalist; Israeli; 
young; Vociferous; weeping; young 

 

3.19. Remarkable adjectives with settlers in Al-Jazeera English 

Adjective Number 
Hardcore 1 
rightist 2 
orange-clad 2 
screaming 1 
despondent 1 
hardline 4 
Defiant 1 
departing 1 
Diehard 1 
Evicted 1 
furious 1 
Recalcitrant 2 
Ultranationalist 3 
Forlorn 1 
irate 1 
zealous 1 
Ultra-Jewish 1 
 

3.20. Remarkable adjectives with settlers in CNN International 

Adjective Number 
Permanent 2 
violent 2 
departing 2 
isolated 1 
long-time 1 
nationalist 1 
secular 5 
ultranationalist 2 
Vociferous 1 
weeping 1 
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3.21. Predications of (pro-) settlers in Al-Jazeera English 

Number Name Predication 

1 activists many of them youths 
2 crowd of youths (a) wearing orange, the colour of defiance 
3 demonstrators (the) all non-residents 
4 demonstrators who  slipped through the massive security net surrounding the 

Gaza Strip to act as human shields 
5 extremists  opposed to the Gaza Strip pullout 
6 extremists  who infiltrated Gaza 
7 farmers Gush Katif 
8 Goldstein who is the mayor of the Gush Etzion regional council in the 

occupied West Bank. 
9 inhabitants  vowing to resist removal 
10 lawmaker Yitzhak Levy  of the pro-settler National Religious Party, who headed 

ministries in Likud and Labour governments 
11 leader of the main settlers 

lobby 
Bentzi Liberman, 

12 men wearing white prayer shawls 
13 National Home  the radical Jewish group spearheading resistance in 

support of hardline settlers 
14 non-residents  of Gaza 
15 non-residents  who have flowed into Gaza in recent weeks 
16 opponents  of the pullout 
17 opponents  of the withdrawal 
18 opponents  of next week's Gaza Strip 
19 protesters  sworn to stopping the first removal of settlements this 

week from land Israel captured in the 1967 Middle East 
war.    

20 protesters anti-disengagement 
21 protesters mostly radical youths who had locked themselves inside 
22 resident  Anita Tucker 
23 residents  of the 21 doomed settlements 
24 residents (the) of the Jewish settlements in the Gaza Strip 
25 settlement lobby group which is funding the fight against the Gaza pullout. 
26 settler (a) Avi Farhan, from the colony Eli Sinai in the northern Gaza 

Strip, across the fence from the residents of Siyafa 
27 settler leaders  opposed to the pullout 
28 settler leaders eager to embarrass Prime Minister Ariel Sharon over his 

Gaza withdrawal plan 
29 settlers  from Gaza 
30 settlers  Calling the settlers "very wise, intelligent and responsible," 
31 settlers  who have not already left their homes 
32, 33, 
34, 35, 
36, 37, (6 
times) 

Settlers (6 times) resisting eviction 

38 settlers  using Holocaust imagery and of photos of children 
39 settlers most of them youngsters 
40 settlers  preparing to resist evacuation 
41 settlers  were marking what was likely to be their last Shabbat in 

the Gaza Strip 

42 settlers and their 
supporters  

attempting to obstruct Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's plan 
for giving up settlements on land where Palestinians seek a 
state 

43 settlers and their dancing around sacred Torah scrolls in a display of religious 
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supporters fervour 
44 settlers,  denying Palestinians a state of a viable size. 
45 settlers,  men and women 
46 Tucker , 59, originally from Brooklyn, New York 
47 woman (a) opposed to the pullout 
48 Yael Yarim , 50, who was preparing to leave 
49 Ygal Kamineski,  rabbi of Gush Katif, the main Jewish settlement bloc in 

southern Gaza. 
50 youths  hurling bottles and pouring harmful substances on the 

soldiers 
51 youths  who slipped into the community of red-roofed homes in 

recent weeks 
52 youths  who had slipped in to reinforce resistance to the 

evacuations 
53 youths who have concentrated their effort on a handful of 

settlements 
 
 

3.22. Predications of (pro-) settlers in CNN International 

Number Name Predication 

1 "infiltrators" 
 

people from outside Gaza who came in advance of the 
evacuation in hopes of stopping it. 

2 settlers  amid a Palestinian population of 1.3 million 
3 residents  of Neveh Dekalim 
4 protesters -- 100 of them under age 18 
5 protesters , whom they [the IDF] refer to as "infiltrators," 
6 activists  staying in Gaza to protest Israel's plan 
7 families  who have been here for 20 to 30 years 
8 residents  had lived there for decades 

 
9 those  who left their homes Sunday "honorable." 
10 individuals  who have remained in the Gaza Strip long after their 

entry permits expired; 
11 protesters most of them young and not residents of Gaza 
12 settlers  remaining in Gaza 
13 leaders  of some Jewish settlements 
14 protesters  were not residents of Neve Dekalim but young, radical 

activists strongly opposed to the Israeli government's 
plan to withdraw from Gaza. 

15 one man  in Morag 
16 one woman  giving her baby to one of the soldiers 
17 one young woman, Yael 

Fogel 
as she lounged by her front door. 

18, 19 
(2 times) 

 
protesters  

many of them young and not residents of the settlements 

20, 21 (2 
times) 

protesters (2) who had entered Gaza in advance of the pullout 

22 protesters who resist 
23 settlers  some of them angry, some tearful 
24 settlers  who have not voluntarily left 
25, 26 (2 
times) 

Settlers (2) many of them secular Jews 

27 Shaul Goldstein,  deputy head of the settler council 
28 settlers  who oppose the pullout plan 
29 final group (the)  Some sobbing, others stone-faced, but all walking 

peacefully, 
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of Israeli settlers in Gaza 
30 Protesters (the) most violent 
31 Settlers (the)  

 
"with straight backs" and in "an honorable way." 

32 Protesters (the) who he said, "were in a very difficult and painful 
situation." 

33 those  who lost their homes 
34 protesters  many of them people from outside Gaza 
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Appendix 4. Analysis of Topicalization 
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4.1. Headlines in Al-Jazeera English and CNN International 

 
Al-Jazeera English: CNN International: 

1. Hamas not to disarm after Gaza pullout 
2. Palestinians celebrate Israeli pullout 
3. Settlers vow to disrupt Gaza pullout 
4. Israel steps up security before pullout 
5. Gaza town to be closed during pullout 
6. Jerusalem tense ahead of Gaza pullout 
7. Palestinians hopeful but anxious 
8. Settler-funding a billion dollar question 
9. Forces deployed as Gaza pullout starts 
10. Settlers defiant, Israeli army moves in 
11. Israeli soldiers wounded by tank fire 
12. Palestinian security redeploys in Gaza 
13. Settlements out of bounds for a month 
14. Palestinians under withdrawal curfew 
15. Gaza settlers, Israeli forces clash 
16. Israel begins Gaza pullout 
17. Israeli army evicts Gaza Strip settlers 
18. Gaza deadline passes, eviction to start 
19. Abbas hails Palestinian sacrifice 
20. 600 Gaza settlers to move to W Bank 
21. One Gaza settlement left to be cleared 
22. Media puts pullout passions on display 
23. Activists hear Palestinians' woes 

 

1. Gaza settlers' greenhouses to be handed 
to Palestinians 

2. The Situation: Friday, August 12 
3. Palestinian: Withdrawal a victory for peace 

efforts 
4. Security alert for Gaza withdrawal 
5. Violence hits Gaza pullout 
6. Seizing opportunity in the Mideast 
7. Poll: Gaza pullout will help peace process  
8. Emotions flare as Gaza pullout begins 
9. Both sides skeptical on Gaza pullout 
10. Deadline for Gaza evictions passes 
11. Israeli troops begin forced Gaza evictions 
12. Hancocks: Dramatic scenes from Gaza 
13. Largest Gaza settlement evacuated, Israel 

says 
14. Israel empties Gaza's Gadid settlement` 
15. Gaza pullout to resume Sunday 
16. Israel destroys homes as Gaza pullout 

nears end 
17. Settlers leave last Gaza outpost 
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4.2. Topics in Al-Jazeera English 

 
Article 1. Headline: Hamas not to disarm after Gaza pullout 
Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

Yes Intern political situation of Gaza Strip is discussed. The parties 
Fatah and Hamas are heard about their vision on the 
disengagement. 

Israeli politics No   
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No   

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 2. Headline: Palestinians celebrate Israeli pullout 

Topic Present 

in 
article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

  

Israeli politics   
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

 Abbas and his vision on the withdrawal. The intention of the 
withdrawal is discussed, which is, according to sources,  to get a 
better hold on the West Bank 
Hopes for restart of ‘ road map to peace’ 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

  

Economy   
Social / civil rights  Briefly: World Court describes settlements as illegal 
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

 Vision of the Palestinians on the withdrawal.  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

  

Militant violence   

Remaining   
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Article 3. Headline: Settlers vow to disrupt Gaza pullout 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics Yes The relation between Bush and Sharon in referred to. Sharon leans 
on Bush to silence domestic critics to the withdrawal. 

Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Point of view of President Bush is given on the past and future of 
Gaza.   

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes The Palestinian preparation of the withdrawal.   

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No   

Economy No  

Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 4. Headline: Israel steps up security before pullout 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

Yes Between resistance groups and officials and the credits for the 
withdrawal. Especially between Hamas and Abbas. 

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Expectations of the withdrawal and a planning of the military.  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining Yes Al-Aqsa protest: the possible violence around the Al-Aqsa mosque 

between Israeli Jews and Muslims. Initiated by ‘Jewish extremists’ 
 
  
Article 5. Headline: Gaza town to be closed during pullout 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern No  
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politics 
Israeli politics No  

Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

Yes  

Economy Yes Funding of greenhouses of the settlers and the possible 
consequences of the withdrawal for the Palestinian economy   

Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No The experiences of the Palestinians living near a Gaza settlement 
and of which their community will be closed for a month. 

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 6. Headline: Jerusalem tense ahead of Gaza pullout 

Topic Present 

in 
article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics Yes Israel concerns of a possible assassination of Sharon and the 
(un)popularity of Sharon.  

Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights Yes The measurements taken by Israel against the possible violence 

are related to religious freedom 
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  

Remaining Yes Tension is rising in East Jerusalem: Israeli Jews have vowed to 
storm the Haram al-Sharif compound, one of Islam's holiest sites 

 
 
Article 7. Headline: Palestinians hopeful but anxious 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning No  
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disengagement 
Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes The preparations of the military of the Palestinian side. 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  

Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Intertextuality: holding on to settlement. 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

Yes Their experiences of the withdrawal through the seeing of the first 
images on television. Their anxiety of violence from the settlers. 
The closure of the Palestinian community for a month.  

Militant violence Yes Short paragraph about attacks from Palestinian fighters. 5 Israeli 
soldiers were injured.  

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 8. Headline: Settler-funding a billion dollar question 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics Yes The relation between the United States and Israel concerning the 
funding of the settlements  

Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

  

Economy Yes Funding of the settlements by Israel. Also emphasizes on the role 
of the United States in the funding.  

Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 9. Headline: Forces deployed as Gaza pullout starts 

Topic Present 

in 
article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

Yes Forming of a national committee of the Hamas and Fatah to 
oversee the withdrawal and a committee for the upcoming 
elections.  
Perez speaks about his vision of the withdrawal: positive but 
critical to Hamas. 

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes U.S. Mediators expect withdrawal to be first step in road map to 
peace.  
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Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes The preparations of the Israelis and Palestinians.  And expected 
resistance from the settlers. 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights Yes Words of Palestinian Information Minister who states that the 

withdrawal means more rights and freedom for the Palestinians. 
Yet, he also states that the withdrawal does not mean complete 
freedom. 

(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Brief part about their vision.  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article10. Headline: Settlers defiant, Israeli army moves in 

Topic Present 

in 
article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes The vision of President Abbas on the withdrawal is given. 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes The role of the Palestinian police in the disengagement.  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  

Social / civil rights Yes Briefly: World Court describes settlements as illegal 
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Reaction of the settlers to the upcoming withdrawal.  
Settler speaks of the withdrawal and her expectations. 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

Yes Palestinians speaks and the celebrating of resistance movements is 
referred to. 

Militant violence No  

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 11. Headline: Israeli soldiers wounded by tank fire 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  
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Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  

(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence Yes Five Israeli soldiers have been hit by fire from their own side 
during an exchange with a Palestinian gunman. 

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 12. Headline: Palestinian security redeploys in Gaza 

Topic Present 

in 
article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Extensively about the vision of the Hamas on the withdrawal and 
their plan for the future. 
 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Deployment of Palestinian troops. The plan of the Israeli military: 
using no violence during the withdrawal. 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining Yes Al-Aqsa protest: the possible violence around the Al-Aqsa mosque 

between Israeli Jews and Muslims. Initiated by ‘Jewish extremists’  
 
 
Article 13. Headline: Settlements out of bounds for a month 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Israel will not allow Palestinians to enter the Gaza Strip 
settlements until a month after they are cleared of all Jewish 
settlers.  
Time planning of the withdrawal, which is secret, but will be 
accomplished as fast as possible. 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No   
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Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 14. Headline: Palestinians under withdrawal curfew 

Topic Present 

in 
article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

Yes Discussion between jockeying Palestinian parties for the credits of 
the withdrawal and the vision of the politics after the withdrawal  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

Yes Palestinian communities living near Jewish settlements are 
preparing themselves for a month-long Israeli-imposed closure.  
Fear for violence from settlers  

Militant violence No  
Remaining Yes A peaceful demonstration on the West Bank of young Palestinian 

girls leading a group of 400 people, including Palestinians, Israeli 
and international activists in who demand access to their land. 

 
 
Article 15. Headline: Gaza settlers, Israeli forces clash 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics Yes Short reference to Parliamentary speaker Reuven Rivlin who warns 
for a ‘civil war’ if settlers will use violence.  

Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Whole article is about the disengagement in practice. Among 
others: de clashes between the (pro-) settlers and the military and 
the arrests of the (pro-) settlers 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  

Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 

No  
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protestors  
(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  

 
 
Article 16. Headline: Israel begins Gaza pullout  

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Palestinian vision on the plan: plan is to tighten hold on the West 
Bank.  
Briefly: U.S. hopes withdrawal will restart road map to peace. 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes The disengagement in practice. The precise order of the military 
plan and the military deployment. 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  

Social / civil rights Yes Briefly: World Court describes settlements as illegal 
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes The violence from settlers. 
Vision on the violence from settlers by main settlers' lobby Yesha 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 17. Headline: Israeli army evicts Gaza Strip settlers  

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes The vision of the Palestinians on the intention of the Gaza 
withdrawal: tighten hold on the  West Bank  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes The clashes between soldiers and settlers and the demolishing of 
the houses.  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights Yes Briefly: World Court describes settlements as illegal 
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Sharon’s comments on the actions of the settlers are given.  
 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

Yes Emotions of the Palestinian residents 

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
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Article 18. Headline: Gaza deadline passes, eviction to start  

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Shortly the vision of the Israeli Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes The progress of the disengagement. Some settlements are empty.  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Compensation settlers are given. 
Violence from the settlers. 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

Yes Two Palestinians tell their feelings 

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 19. Headline: Abbas hails Palestinian sacrifice 

Topic Present 

in 
article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Abbas’ vision on the withdrawal. He sees the withdrawal as ‘the 
fruit of Palestinian sacrifice’ and states that the West Bank and 
Jerusalem will be next 
The vision of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan is being 
incorporated 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes The progress of the withdrawal; 
Also reports of injuries under the Israeli soldiers 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes resistance of the settlers 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining Yes Assault on Hamas. An assailant shot at the car of a senior Hamas 

leader. 

 
 
Article 20. Headline: 600 Gaza settlers to move to W Bank 
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Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Article informs that 600 Gaza settlers will move to the West Bank. 
They will stay there for a few months, but maybe longer.  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No Article informs that 600 Gaza settlers will move to the West Bank. 

They will stay there for a few months, but maybe longer. The 
article is slightly critical to Sharon. In the article it is claimed that 
settlements are not allowed to grow. With the coming of the Gaza 
settlers the West Bank settlements will grow. 

(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 21. Headline: One Gaza settlement left to be cleared 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

Yes The disarming / existence of ‘resistance movements’ is being 
discussed. 

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Abbas and the official signing of the decree are referred to. Abbas 
speaks of the expectations of the world concerning the withdrawal.  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Progress of the disengagement. Evacuation of different 
settlements. And violence from settlers against Israeli soldiers; The 
demolishing of the houses. Special attention is given to the 
withdrawal from the West Bank. 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Sharon’s vision of the violence from settlers is given. He condemns 
the violence.  
Resistance from settlers 
 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  

 
 
Article 22. Headline: Media puts pullout passions on display 
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Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining Yes Media coverage: article is about the role of the media in the 

withdrawal. The article claims that settlers use the media to make 
a show and to demonstrate to the world how they are suffering 
and what would happen if settlers were to be evicted from the 
West Bank.  

 
 
Article 23. Headline: Activists hear Palestinians' woes 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

Yes Different Palestinian women tell about their life under occupation, 
referring to the wall and the Israeli violence 

Militant violence No  

Remaining Yes Visit of peace activists (Corinna Vicenzi and her mostly Italian 
delegation of about 120 women) to the West Bank. In relation with 
the experiences of Palestinian women. Articles closes with Israelis 
assault the women   
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4.3. Topics in CNN International 

 
Article 1. Headline: Gaza settlers' greenhouses to be handed to Palestinians 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  

Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces 

Yes The disengagement in general is being explained and the 
preparations.  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy Yes Selling of the greenhouses to the Palestinians 
Social / civil rights No  

(condition of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  

 
 
Article 2. Headline: The Situation: Friday, August 12 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics Yes Vision from journalist Wolf Blitzer (CNN Washington Bureau) on the 
disengagement. Emphasizes on the acts of Sharon like the peace-
treaty with Jordan’s late king Hussein. 

Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces 

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy Yes  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 3. Headline: Palestinian: Withdrawal a victory for peace efforts 

Topic Present Content 
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in 
article 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces 

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes The principal, named Khalil Bashir tells the story of living between 
settlements and the violence he experiences almost everyday. 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 4. Headline: Security alert for Gaza withdrawal 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Hamas’ vision is given.  

Actions of police / 
military forces 

Yes Acts of Palestinian Authorities mainly because of the fair of 
violence from groups like Hamas. 
Coordination between Palestinian and Israeli military. And the acts 
of the Israeli police 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Vision is briefly referred to.  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Remaining No Tensions in Jerusalem for the holy day Tisha B'Av, were clashes 
between Israeli Jews and Muslims are expected 

 
 
Article 5. Headline: Violence hits Gaza pullout 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning Yes Vision (hopes) Israeli side Palestinian side 
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disengagement  

Actions of police / 
military forces 

Yes The progression. Mainly by reports of Dan Harel.  
Role of the Palestinian side: preventing violence from Palestinian 
militants 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights Yes Palestinian minister told Palestinian army had to buy bullets on the 

black market.   
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Vision of settler Rachel Saperstein 
Rioting of settlers  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No Reports from police of residents coming under fire from Palestinian 
militants 

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 6. Headline: Seizing opportunity in the Mideast 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Topic Present 

in 
article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Role of the U.S. in the disengagement; especially the acts of 
Condoleezza Rice and what Israel and Palestine should do to 
preserve peace. 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 7. Headline: Poll: Gaza pullout will help peace process 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning No  
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disengagement 
Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  

Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining Yes Poll performed under people of Britain, France and Germany 

concerning their vision on the withdrawal.  
 
 
Article 8. Headline: Emotions flare as Gaza pullout begins 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Vision / hopes of Sharon 
Vision / hopes  of Olmert 
Vision / hopes of Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Delivering of eviction notices  
Difficulty of disengagement  
Coming of the deadline 
Acts of Palestinian Authority to prevent violence. 

Experience of 
soldiers 

Yes Experience of soldiers 

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Briefly what they think of disengagement.  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No Very briefly: two sentences 

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 9. Headline: Both sides skeptical on Gaza pullout 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Former Israeli Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vision of the 
withdrawal  
Vision of Israel's ambassador to the United Nations, Dan Gillerman 
Palestinian Legislative Council member Hannan Ashrawi 
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Actions of police / 
military forces  

No  

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  

(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence Yes Waving of guns by Palestinian militants 
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 10. Headline: Deadline for Gaza evictions passes 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  

Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Passing midnight deadline for Israel's evacuation of Gaza and the 
acts of the Israeli military. 
Injuries of Israeli military and arrests of settlers. 
Progression of plan 
Coordination with Palestinians 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  

Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Emotions and experiences of the settlers  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  

Remaining No  
 
 
Article 11. Headline: Israeli troops begin forced Gaza evictions 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes a senior Israeli Foreign Ministry about the value of the withdrawal 
Ghassan Khatib, planning minister for the Palestinian Authority 
about the value of the withdrawal 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Progress of disengagement; rioting of settlers; bulldozers breaking 
down houses;  disengagement from the West Bank; Palestinian 
militants celebrating and the interference of Palestinian Authorities 
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to stop the demonstration 
Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes arrest of protesters 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 12. Headline: Hancocks: Dramatic scenes from Gaza 

Topic Present 
in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes CNN correspondent Paula Hancocks discusses the developments 
with CNN's Daryn Kagan giving descriptions of the images of the 
withdrawal: the rioting settlers and protesters and the difficulty of 
the situations for the Israeli soldiers. 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

Yes CNN correspondent Paula Hancocks discusses the developments 
with CNN's Daryn Kagan giving descriptions of the images of the 
withdrawal: the rioting settlers and protesters and the difficulty of 
the situations for the Israeli soldiers. 

Economy No  

Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes CNN correspondent Paula Hancocks discusses the developments 
with CNN's Daryn Kagan giving descriptions of the images of the 
withdrawal: the rioting settlers and protesters and the difficulty of 
the situations for the Israeli soldiers. 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 

Article 13. Headline: Largest Gaza settlement evacuated, Israel says 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

No  

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes 
 

Completion of the evacuation of the largest Jewish settlement in 
Gaza 
Removal of protesters by police 
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Violence from settlers and injuries of settlers and Israeli soldiers 
Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes injuries of settlers 
What they think the consequences are of the withdrawal 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence No  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 14. Headline: Israel empties Gaza's Gadid settlement 
Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Vision of Abbas on withdrawal. 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Deal with settlement  
Progression of disengagement 
Names of remaining settlements and duration of withdrawal 
 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

Yes Experiences of Israeli soldiers 
 

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

Yes Arrest of protesters 
 

Militant violence Yes Palestinian fired on settlers on a roof  
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 15. Headline: Gaza pullout to resume Sunday 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

Yes Setting of date for the Palestinian elections 

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes President Abbas’ vision on the withdrawal. 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Pause of the disengagement on Saturday.  
Remaining settlements and duration of withdrawal 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

Yes Israel Defense Forces spokeswoman Capt. Yael Hartman 

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
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(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

No  

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence Yes Palestinian militant fire damaged a greenhouse 

 
 
Article 16. Headline: Israel destroys homes as Gaza pullout nears end 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

No  

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes  Hopes of Olmert 
Point of view of Abbas and Palestinian legal adviser Diana Buttu 
 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Beginning of the demolition of the homes in Gaza and the 
dismantling of  the military infrastructure  
Roadblocks of settlers 
 
Vision of Dan Harel on the cooperation with the Palestinian 
Authorities. 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

No  

Economy No  
Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Vision of Sharon of the settlers (condemns them who use violence 
and praising them who left) 
Vision of the consequences of the withdrawal 
Vision of Dan Harel (Israel's southern regional commander) about 
the attitude of the settlers. 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence Yes Shooting of sniper 
Remaining No  
 
 
Article 17. Headline: Settlers leave last Gaza outpost 

Topic Present 

in 

article 

Content 

Palestinian intern 
politics 

Yes Hamas seeking political power. 
 

Israeli politics No  
Politics concerning 
disengagement 

Yes Speech of Bush about hope and the road map to peace; 
Ehud Olmert and role of Hamas; 
Palestinian legal adviser Diana Buttu; 
Phone call of Abbas to Sharon; 
Security concerns: fearing that Israel becomes a terrorist base 

Actions of police / 
military forces  

Yes Leaving of the final settlers 
Demolition of the houses 

Experience of Israeli 
soldiers 

Yes Vision of Dan Harel praising the Israeli soldiers and settlers 

Economy No  
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Social / civil rights No  
(conditions of) the 
settlers and 
protestors  

Yes Review of Shaul Goldstein, deputy head of the settler council on 
the withdrawal and the violence from Israeli youth 

(conditions of) 
Palestinians 
inhabitants 

No  

Militant violence Yes Dan Harel notes that once Palestinian militants killed three of his 
soldiers. 

Remaining No  
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5.1. Which voices are included and which are significantly excluded? 

 
Verbal processes in Al-Jazeera English and CNN International 

Total verbal processes in Al-Jazeera 
English 

Total verbal processes in CNN International   

Total verbal 
processes 

307 Total verbal 
processes 

285 

Total direct 
reporting 

138 Total direct 
reporting 

113 

Total indirect 
reporting 

151 Total indirect 
reporting 

123 

Mix of direct and 
indirect reporting 

16 Mix of direct and 
indirect reporting 

33 

Total narrative 
report of speech act 

2 

 

Total narrative 
report of speech 
act 

16 

 
 
Sayer and type of reporting of the Verbal Processes in Al-Jazeera English 

Sayer Direct 

reporting 

Indirect 

reporting 

Mix of direct 

and indirect 

reporting 

Narrative 

report of 

speech act 

Total  

Israeli political 
Authorities in 
favor of plan 

4 3  1 8 

Sharon 3 9 3  15 
Israeli political 
authorities against 
plan 

1 1   2 

Israeli military 
authorities 

29 39 2  70 

Settlers and pro-
settlers 

24 18   42 

Remaining actors 
of Israel 

11 16 2 1 30 

Palestine Political 
Authorities 

6 9   15 

Abbas 7 7 1  15 

Palestinian Forces 2 2   4 
Palestinian 
residents 

22 9 1  32 

Fatah  1 1   2 

Hamas 7 9   16 
Remaining actors 
of Palestine 

2 2 1  5 

U.S. 3 4 3  10 
International 
Institutions 

6 5   11 

Remaining 10 16 3  29 
Suppressed Sayer  1   1 
 
 
Sayer and type of reporting of the verbal processes in CNN International  

Sayer Direct 

reporting 

Indirect 

reporting 

Mix of direct 

and indirect 
reporting 

Narrative 

report of 
speech act 

Total  
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Israeli political 
Authorities in 
favor of plan 

13 12 3  28 

Sharon 14 14 1 1 30 
Israeli political 
authorities against 
plan 

5 3 6  14 

Israeli military 
authorities 

26 53 11 1 91 

Settlers and pro-
settlers 

15 14  1 30 

Remaining actors 
of Israel 

 1   1 

Palestine Political 
Authorities 

11 11 3 2 27 

Abbas 4 3 5 6 18 
Palestinian Forces  2   2 
Palestinian 
residents 

10 2   12 

Fatah      0 
Hamas 9 4 2  15 
Remaining actors 
of Palestine 

   3 3 

U.S. 3 2 2  7 
International 
Institutions 

    0 

Remaining 3 1  2 6 
Suppressed Sayer  1   1 
 
 
 

Verbal process with Sayer and Said of the international institutions in Al-Jazeera English 

Sayer Verbal process Said Article  

World Court has said settlements on land Israel captured in the 
1967 Middle East war are illegal. 

2 

the UN Office for 
Coordination of 
Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) 

according to Movement for local residents has been 
extremely restricted as has access for 
international organisations 

5 

The World Court describes The World Court describes the Israeli 
settlements as illegal 

9 

The World Court describes Israeli settlements as illegal 10 
The World Court  views Jewish settlements in the West Bank and 

Gaza, occupied territories where 3.8 million 
Palestinians live, as illegal 

16 

The World Court  describes Israel's settlements as illegal 17 
UN Secretary-
General Kofi 
Annan 

Praised  Sharon for his courage and leadership in 
going through with his plan to pull out of 
Gaza 
 
"If there is to be peace in the Middle East, it 
will require leadership, vision and the 
willingness of leaders on both sides to make 
sacrifices for the greater good.” 

19 

his [Annan] chief 
spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric 

said "In this context, the secretary-general 
commends the courageous decision of Prime 
Minister Sharon to carry through with the 

19 
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painful process of disengagement from the 
Gaza Strip and part of the northern West 
Bank," 

He [the 
spokesman]  

added "The secretary-general hopes that both 
Palestinians and Israelis will exercise 
restraint in this challenging period," 

19 

Dujarric said Annan "believes that a successful 
disengagement should be the first step 
towards a resumption of the peace process," 
in line with the road map to peace set out by 
the quartet of international mediators -- the 
United Nations, European Union, Russia and 
the United States, 
 
Annan also encouraged Palestinian leaders to 
show their commitment to peace and security 
"by establishing the rule of law in Gaza 
following the withdrawal", 

19 

Annan's 
spokesman 

Condemned  He also condemned a Wednesday attack in 
which a Jewish settler in the West Bank 
grabbed a gun from a security guard and 
killed four Palestinian labourers, calling it "a 
terror attack" 

19 
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5.2. Intertextuality and framing in Al-Jazeera English 

Article 1: Hamas not to disarm after Gaza pullout 

Text:  

 
Hamas will not surrender its weapons to the Palestinian Authority in the Gaza Strip after Israel's 
pullout from the territory, one of the movement's top leaders has said. 
 
"This army will continue to defend our homeland as long as one inch of Palestine remains occupied," 
Mahmoud al-Zahar told reporters on Friday, after attending a training session of Hamas's military 
wing, the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades.  
 
"It is criminal to claim that there is only one weapon," al-Zahar said in reference to declarations by 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas insisting that the Palestinian Authority was the only legitimate 
security tool.  
 
During a keynote speech to the Palestinian parliament earlier this week, Abbas urged all armed 
groups to end their rocket attacks on Israeli targets, as part of a larger appeal for calm during the 
pullout.  
 
Abbas met al-Zahar and Hamas's two other top Gaza leaders on Tuesday in a bid to ensure the 
group's fighters would not seek to scupper the historic pullout of Israeli troops and settlers.  
 
Hamas, the group behind the majority of anti-Israeli attacks during the five-year uprising or intifada, 
says the rocket attacks were instrumental in persuading Israel to leave Gaza after a 38-year 
occupation. 
 
How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 
 

A possibility is that the author tries to explain us why 
Hamas uses military actions and does not want to 
surrender its weapons (as stated in the first paragraph 
of the article). That can also give us an explanation 
why the voice of Hamas is quoted and that of Abbas is 
not. The author maybe spoke with Hamas, but he did 
not speak directly with Abbas, and therefore only 
reports Abbas in a narrative way. Abbas’s voice seems 
only to give a reason why the article is written in the 
first place: Abbas want the military groups to hand 
over their weapons. 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

The voice of Hamas is mostly implemented by direct 
quotes. The voice of Abbas is only given by a narrative 
report of a speech act. The arguments of why Abbas 
urges armed groups are not given, only a mere 
summary of why Abbas wants no military attacks. In 
contrary to the voice of Hamas that gives the direct 
argument of continuing armed attacks. 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

The wrap-up is given to Hamas’s argument about the 
rocket attacks: Hamas believes that it is their military 
attacks that persuaded Israel. 

 
 
Article 2: Palestinians celebrate Israeli pullout 

Text part:  
 

The World Court has said settlements on land Israel captured in the 1967 Middle East war are illegal. 
Israel has disputed this. 
 
Are the voice critical and in what sense? The voice of the World Court in the final part is critical 
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to the Israeli side. The reported clause states: 
settlements on land Israel captured in the 1967 Middle 
East war are illegal. With that the presents of Israel in 
the Gaza strip is being criticized.  

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

In relation with the voice of the World Court, the voice 
of the Israeli side is implemented through a narrative 
report of a speech act: “Israel has disputed this”. 
There the arguments of Israel are left out. Thus, the 
voice of the World Court has more impact.  

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

The indirect reporting of the World Court in which their 
vision on the presents of the Gaza Strip is given, in 
comparison with the narrative report of the speech act 
of the Israeli side, makes a clear difference.  

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Yes, the voice of the World Court is given in the wrap-
up.  

 
Article 3: Settlers vow to disrupt Gaza pullout 

Text part 1:  
 
Tens of thousands of opponents of next week's Gaza Strip pullout have staged a mass rally, while US 
President George Bush hailed the withdrawal from the Palestinian territory as "good for Israel". 
 
"We will be physically there at the Kissufim crossing (between the Gaza settlements and Israel) from 
Monday and we will oppose the withdrawal without violence," Bentzi Liberman, leader of the main 
settlers lobby, told the crowd. 
 
 "Nothing is over. We must go to the south, on the roads. God will hear us," proclaimed Ygal 
Kamineski, rabbi of Gush Katif, the main Jewish settlement bloc in southern Gaza. 
 

Are the voices critical and in what sense? It appears that Bush is voiced in the first part to show 
the opinion of the ‘mediator’ and also world leader. 
So, instead of explaining why the settlers do not want 
to withdrawal, the quote of the Presidents does the 
opposite. It makes the protest less understandably. 
The voices of the leader and the rabbi are more 
descriptive than explaining. The voices of the settlers 
are implemented, but do not give an explanation. 

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

The first part of the article is a description of the 
settlers who oppose to the plan. In this part the voices 
of the settlers are projected. The first verbal process 
in the text is of President Bush. The reporting (George 
Bush hailed the withdrawal from the Palestinian 
territory as "good for Israel") is given in a subordinate 
clause. The voice of President Bush is contrary to the 
actions of the ‘opponents’ of the plan in the main 
clause. In that matter it seems that the voice of the 
President is mainly to show that the ‘mediator’ is in 
favor of the plan. The two quotes of the leader of the 
settlers lobby and the rabbi are given to describe the 
situation and not to give the arguments why the 
settlers want to stay or what their plan is exactly. This 
can be seen from the content of the quotes 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

There is not a difference between kinds of reporting, 
but two linguistic elements, are worth mentioning. 
Two quotes in the beginning of the text of the leader 
of the settlers lobby and the rabbi are given to 
describe the situation and not to give the arguments 
why the settlers want to stay or what their plan is 
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exactly. This can be seen from the content of the 
quotes, but also from two linguistic elements. In the 
verbal process of the leader of the settlers lobby, 
there is a receiver: the crowd. The leader does not 
explain to an outsider, but to ‘tens of the thousands of 
opponents’. In the verbal process of the rabbi the verb 
‘proclaim’ is used, that has a more war-like 
connotation, than for example ‘explain’ or ‘say’. 

 

 

Article 3: Settlers vow to disrupt Gaza pullout 

Text part:  
 

Having banned entry to non-residents of Gaza on 13 July, authorities announced that they were 
further tightening restrictions and would no longer even approve special applications by relatives for 
entry in view of what it called the "illegal presence of a large number of individuals" who have gone 
there to act as human shields.  
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Announcement of Israeli authorities that they are 
further tightening restrictions. Presence of relatives of 
settlers is now “illegal presence of a large number of 
individuals”.  

 
 

Article 3: Settlers vow to disrupt Gaza pullout 

Text part  2 (Estimated crowd): 

 
Chief settlers' organisation Yesha said 250,000 people crowded into the landmark Rabin Square in 
the heart of Israel's commercial capital, but reporters put turnout far lower.     
 
The square was awash with orange, strung up with orange flags and balloons in the colour that has 
come to symbolise the campaign against disengagement. 
Tens of thousands of men, women, families and children, packed into the square to listen to the 
rallying cries from settler leaders.  
 
Amid the chorus of opposition, Bush welcomed Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's decision to leave Gaza 
as "one that is going to be good for Israel," in an interview broadcast on Israel's Channel One 
network. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Like in the text part I, the voice of Bush makes a 

contrast with the words of the Chief settlers' 
organisation Yesha. Moreover, the voice of Bush in the 
final part not seems to correspond with the title and 
the content of the paragraph. 

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing)  

The reporting of the settlers’ organization is indirect 
and the content is being opposed by a subordinate 
clause. 

 
Article 3: Settlers vow to disrupt Gaza pullout 

Text part  3 (Better future): 

 
The president said that there had already been signs of a more hopeful future for the region, noting a 
drop in attacks by Palestinian resistance groups.  
 
"First of all, the previous system wasn't working. There was an intifada, there was death, there was 
killing. And if you notice, there's been a calm in attacks," he said, adding that "one attack is too 
many."  
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Instead, the pullout - Israel's first withdrawal from Palestinian territory - would encourage the 
emergence of democracy among the Palestinian people which would ultimately reap peace dividends 
for Israelis, he said.  
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? The voice is slightly critical to the situation in the 

Palestinian past, but does not assign a cause for the 
situation.  

 
 

Article 4: Israel steps up security before pullout 

Text part I:  

 
Israel has voiced fear Jewish extremists would mount a last-ditch challenge to Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon's controversial plan to withdraw from Gaza, the first time ever Israel will evacuate occupied 
Palestinian land. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? The voice is critical to Israel which can be distracted 

from the use of words such as Jewish extremist, 
controversial plan and occupied Palestinian land.  

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

It seems unlikely that Israel used the word Jewish 
extremist, a word used many times by Al-Jazeera. 
And, the subordinate clause is properly not part of the 
reporting clause, because it would be more highly 
unlikely that Israel talks of ‘occupied land’. 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

Of interest is the indirect reporting has no clear 
boundary from the rest of the text.  

 

 

Article 4: Israel steps up security before pullout 

Text part II (‘Gaza first, Gaza last?’): 

 
[The author of the article first states that resistance groups and officials alike were jockeying to take 
credit for the withdrawal]  
 
"Today, our march to freedom begins. Tomorrow, it will be Jenin's turn and after that Jerusalem," 
Palestinian leader Mahmud Abbas told a crowd on Friday at a gathering called "the Festival of Victory 
and Freedom." 
 
Many Palestinians fear a "Gaza first, Gaza last" scenario whereby Israel hands back the small 
territory and evacuates the 8000 settlers living there in exchange for permanent control over the 
West Bank and Jerusalem. 
 
The main Palestinian resistance group Hamas sent a thinly-veiled message to Abbas on Friday, 
warning against any attempt to prevent its supporters from continuing the struggle against Israeli 
occupation. 
 
"This army will continue to defend our homeland as long as one inch of Palestine remains occupied," 
Hamas leader in Gaza Mahmud Zahar said after attending a training session of Hamas's military 
wing, the Ezzedin al-Qassam Brigades. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? The voice of Hamas in the final part is critical to 

Abbas, this can be distracted from the noun warning.  
How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

The Hamas leader leaves aside how this ‘defending’ 
has to be done. In that matter, the subordinate clause 
has a meaning. The Hamas leader said this 
information after a training session of the military 
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wing, so it can be understood that Hamas will defend 
their land by use of military power. 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

The Hamas is voiced in the wrap-up stating that they 
will continue defending their homeland.  

 
 
Article 5: Gaza town to be closed during pullout 

Text part I:  

 

"The soldier told us there will be a complete closure, and that he is giving us advance notification so 
we can stockpile water and food, adding that no one will be allowed in or out, except in extreme 
cases and with prior coordination," Maani said. 
 
"I don't know what we can bring in for this amount of time. We have to transport water here in 
gallons." 
 
Restricted access: 
 

Movement for local residents has been extremely restricted as has access for international 
organisations, according to the UN Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? The two voices both emphasize the gravity of the 

situation for the Palestinian side. 
How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

The voice of the United Nations bases the statement 
made by the Palestinian inhabitant. 

 
 

Article 5: Gaza town to be closed during pullout 

Text part II (Restricted access): 

 

But coordination between Israel and the PA has been extremely limited prior to the withdrawal and 
Israeli officials have revealed few details about the logistics of the phased plan. Security officials from 
both sides announced only on Thursday they would set up a joint operation centre to monitor the 
withdrawal, with select Palestinian officials allowed inside.  
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? In the light of the given information in the introduction 

about the ‘extremely limited coordination’, the 
reporting of a possibly set up of a joint operation 
center does not seem to be the core of the reporting. 
The core appears to be more in the subordinate clause 
about the ‘select Palestinian officials’. The 
implemented voice appears to emphasize on the sorry 
situation of the restricted role of the Palestinian 
officials in the withdrawal. 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

It is unlikely that this clause belongs to the Sayer 
‘both sides’, because of the use of ‘select Palestinian 
officials’.  

 
 
Article 5: Gaza town to be closed during pullout 

Text part IV (Lack of information): 

 
Meanwhile, Israeli officials announced on Friday a deal to sell settler greenhouses in the Gush Qatif 
Bloc of settlements to the Palestinian Authority, the Israeli press reported.    
 
Text part V (Hothouse deal): 
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Middle East Quartet envoy James Wolfensohn is said to have played a major role in raising the funds 
- most of which come from American donors.  
 
Palestinian economists have warned, however, that without access to the end consumer and free 
import and export of goods, the newly gained assets will be worthless to the Palestinian economy.  
 
Text part VI (Future concerns): 
 
"Israel does not maintain systematised rules or procedures for the movement of Palestinian goods, 
thereby increasing risk and uncertainty among investors," said Diana Butto, advisor to the Palestinian 
Technical Team on Israel's Evacuation.  
 
"Israel has yet to provide answers and information to the Palestinians on all of the major issues. 
Accordingly, Palestinians fear that the Occupied Gaza Strip will be turned into a large prison, with no 
access to the Occupied West Bank or the rest of the world." 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Diana Butto, advisor to the Palestinian Technical Team 

on Israel's Evacuation criticizes Israel on making Gaza 
a large prison and not maintaining systemized rules or 
procedures for the movement of Palestinian goods.  
Critical towards: Israel 

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

With the voice of the Palestinian economist, the 
information given in the preceding paragraphs and the 
included actors, decrease in importance. Also the last 
two quotes, and wrap-up of the article, contribute to 
this process 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

The voice of James Wolfensohn is also included, but 
without the Sayer. It appears that these voices are a 
sort of introduction for the visions of the Palestinians 
who eventually criticize Israel heavily. The voices of 
the Palestinians are also direct reporting.  

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

In the wrap-up not only the selling of the greenhouses 
is being discussed, yet also Israel’s position in the 
economic situation is being argued and finally stating 
that the Gaza Strip will turn do to Israel into a large 
prison. 

 
 
Article 6. Jerusalem tense ahead of Gaza pullout  

Text part: 
He told Aljazeera.net that thousands of Muslims from Jerusalem and Israeli were converging at the 
al-Aqsa Mosque esplanade to "protect it from any aggression". 
 
"We can't rely on assurances from the Israeli government. The Israeli occupation authorities are not 
neutral in this regard. Hence, we have to be vigilant and not leave anything to chances." 
 
Hussein criticised the Israeli police for preventing Palestinians from the West Bank from entering 
Jerusalem, calling the measure "draconian and starkly incompatible with Israeli claims about religious 
freedom". 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Shaikh Muhammed Hussein, the top Muslim 

administrator in Jerusalem, criticizes Israel on not 
being neutral in the protection of Muslims against 
aggression from Israelis. Especially the Israeli police 
for preventing Palestinians to enter Jerusalem.  
Critical towards: Israel 
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Article 6. Jerusalem tense ahead of Gaza pullout  

Text part: 

Sharon unpopular 
 
 In recent weeks, graffiti calling for the assassination of Sharon were seen on walls in Jerusalem and 
many Jewish settlements in the West Bank. 
 
Some of these compared Sharon to Adolf Hitler, accusing him of "uprooting Jews from their 
homeland". 
 
Sharon has argued that the withdrawal from Gaza was necessary to save Israel from what he called 
"the demographic threat". 
 
Sharon is to address the Israeli public on Monday to explain and defend the withdrawal. 
 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

The use of what he called and the quotation marks 
makes that the emphasis is more on the formulation 
than on the content.  

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

The voice of Sharon, who is being called  Adolf Hitler 
by graffiti because he is “uprooting Jews from their 
homeland”. In the reported clause he states that the 
withdrawal was necessary to save Israel from “a 
demographic threat”.  

 
 
 
Article 7: Palestinians hopeful but anxious 

Text part II (‘anxiety’): 
 

"People are counting down the days to withdrawal, but our nerves are on edge. We are afraid that 
the disengagement will not go so smoothly, and problems break out," said Um Wisam al-Maani, from 
within the enclosed area of Maani adjacent to the colony.  
 
"The settlers are going about their daily lives as if they are not leaving tomorrow. They are planting 
new trees, shopping, and driving their cars around," her husband, Abdullah al-Maani said.  
 
"I am not very hopeful. I think the days ahead will be very difficult. We are worried the settlers may 
try to burn our houses or harm us in some way; there are no Palestinian security forces to protect us 
here." 
 
Up to 4000 anti-disengagement protesters had illegally infiltrated the Gaza settlements, including 
Kfar Darom, according to Israeli Army Radio.  
 
Palestinian residents of the area feared the Jewish protesters might use violence to try to stop the 
withdrawal.   
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? They are critical to Israel, in that sense that the 

Palestinians fear from violence of the settlers. 
How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

After the words of the Palestinian inhabitants who 
show fear for violence from settlers, the message of 
the Israeli Army Radio is given that states that anti-
disengagement protesters had illegally infiltrated the 
Gaza settlements. If appears that this voice that only 
gives information about the situation has another 
function: ground the fear of the Palestinian 
inhabitants. Hence, the voice of the ‘Israeli Army 
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Radio’ is being used to base the statement of the 
residents and not to give another opinion. 

 
 
Article 7: Palestinians hopeful but anxious 

Text part III (expectations): 

 

In Gaza city, life seemed normal, if not quieter than usual. Many Palestinians simply did not know 
what to expect, relying on satellite channels and radio stations to broadcast details of the withdrawal 
for them. 
 
The Palestinian satellite channel was marking the down the days and hours "until liberation" with a 
ticker.  
Mosques in Gaza called on worshippers through loudspeakers to attend communal prayers of thanks, 
and to pray for the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the West Bank and Jerusalem.  
 
At night, sporadic celebrations took place throughout the Gaza Strip. 
 
On the beachfront, the Palestinian Withdrawal Committee, headed by Minister of Civil Affairs 
Muhammad Dahalan, organised a "street clean-up" event as part of the local campaign to "Reclaim 
Gaza".   
 
Which voices are significantly excluded? The daily life of the Palestinian people is told again. 

The first two paragraphs tell that Palestinians could 
only rely on satellite channels. In this part 2 voices 
are incorporated, that of the Mosques in Gaza which 
called on worshippers to pray and the voice of the 
Palestinian Withdrawal Committee that organized a 
‘street clean-up’ as part of the campaign ‘Reclaim 
Gaza’. The section is clearly focused on the daily life of 
the Palestinians. 

 
 
Article 7: Palestinians hopeful but anxious 

Text part IV (not celebrating yet): 

 
"Will there be real peace, will there be guarantees for our freedom of movement - all this makes us 
think a million times before we celebrate for sure," said al-Ghul, as he prepared to transport several 
bags of vegetables, an electric generator and petrol he brought from Gaza city to use during the 
closure.  
 
"I look forward to the day the Jews leave this area and I can be free to move within my land once 
again," added Siyafa resident Abu el-Abed, as he waited alongside several others amid vast swathes 
of razed farmland, the red-roofed villas of the soon-to-be evacuated settlements visible in the 
background. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? The accent is especially on the uncertainty of the 

inhabitants. In the text the Israeli side is criticized. It 
is claimed that because of the presents of the settlers, 
the Palestinians cannot move.  

Is there a use of linguistic 
It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

In both paragraph the reported clause is coupled with 
a subordinate clause that again implies the hard 
situation the residents have to undertake 

 
 
Article 7: Palestinians hopeful but anxious 
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Text part V (Holding on):  
 

Although infrastructure is beginning to be dismantled, many settlers have decided to remain in their 
homes, refusing to obey military orders to evacuate, and face forcible evacuation in the coming days 
and weeks.   
 
"I have no plans to go anywhere.  There are many other people still here with me," said a clearly 
despondent Avi Farhan, a settler from the colony Eli Sinai in the northern Gaza Strip, across the 
fence from the residents of Siyafa.  
 
"If the Israeli army comes to forcibly remove me tomorrow, I'm staying right here in my house." 
 
How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

A remarkable point is the use of the word ‘despondent’ 
to describe the Sayer. It appears that the settler is not 
being heard because of his opinion or experience, but 
that the texts are included to show the settlers 
attitude. 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of the persistent settler who does not want to 
leave.  

 
 
Article 8 Settler-funding a billion dollar question 

Text part:  
"No one eye in the world saw the whole picture," says Labour Party lawmaker Danny Yatom, a 
confidant of the late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. "Most of it is not camouflaged, but it is not 
possible to connect A to B to C to D to E to F to G." 
 
[…text…] 
 
It found widespread government complicity in establishing more than 100 such outposts, and the 
inquiry's chief, former prosecutor Talia Sasson, called the government's actions "a blatant violation of 
the law". 
 
[…text…] 
 
A government official conceded that some uses of military funds "in hindsight ... aren't legal and 
shouldn't have been done". 
 
He spoke on condition of anonymity because he was discussing possible violations of the law by the 
government. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Different voices criticize the Israeli policies concerning 

the funding of settlements.  
Critical towards: Israel 

 
 
Article 8 Settler-funding a billion dollar question 

Text part:  
The state-funded Jewish National Fund, along with settler groups and their supporters, also bought 
land from private Palestinians, using middlemen to cloak the sellers' identity and shield them from 
attack by other Arabs. 
 
Shaul Goldstein, head of the Gush Etzion Regional Council in the West Bank, said his council recently 
paid $10,000 for 990 square metres of Palestinian land - about one-twentieth of the cost of land just 
over the border. 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of Shaul Goldstein who said that his council 
bought Palestinian ground.  
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Article 9 Forces deployed as Gaza pullout starts 

Text part:  

Palestinian comment 
 
Speaking to Aljazeera by telephone from Gaza, Palestinian Information Minister Nabil Shaath said: 
"We have a momentary and incomplete confidence as we look forward to the evacuation of all 
territories Israel occupied in 1967.” 
 
"We feel the Gaza pullout is a first step towards getting our independence and freedom.” 
 
"With the departure of those colonisers, we smell the breeze of freedom and hope and that this step 
will open the way towards a just and real peace to build our country and regain our rights." 
 
Shaath went on to say he believes the pullout does not represent full liberty. He said the withdrawal 
was without doubt the outcome of the Palestinians' steadfastness and great sufferings. 
 
Whether the withdrawal was as a result of a political decision or mutual negotiations, the colonisers 
have finally left our lands, he said. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Palestinian Information Minister Nabil Shaath criticizes 

the Israeli side, by stating that Israel has occupied the 
Gaza strip illegally and that the disengagement still 
does no represent full freedom for the Palestinians and 
with that claiming that Israel continues to violate 
international human rights 
Critical towards: Israel 

 
 
Article 9. Forces deployed as Gaza pullout starts 

Text part:  

Speaking to Aljazeera from Gaza, Israel's Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Perez said he thought the 
withdrawal was the right beginning.  
 
"I see happy faces in Gaza. I am delighted and I hope to see people in Gaza more delighted, well-to-
do and breathing freedom.” 
 
"I am confident we will be neighbours and not enemies." 
 
But he also said that hopes of prosperity in Gaza rested with Hamas. "If Hamas stopped firing and 
killing, life in Gaza would be better," he said. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Israel's Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Perez criticizes 

Hamas for making the Gaza Strip unsafe.  
Critical towards: Hamas 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Perez who is positive 
about the withdrawal, but also states that hopes of 
prosperity in Gaza rest with Hamas; they must stop 
firing and killing. 

 
 
Article 9. Forces deployed as Gaza pullout starts 

Text part:  

National Home, the radical Jewish group spearheading resistance in support of hardline settlers, 
called on supporters to block Gaza access roads with their bodies or cars. 
 
It urged settlers to prepare for soldiers reaching their houses by barricading doors and windows and 
tying themselves to furniture and fences. If hustled into evacuation buses, settlers "should fight to 
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get off, even through windows". 
 
How are the style and tone of the Said?  The status of the Sayer is criticized by the content of 

the subordinate clause; that states stat the group is 
radical and it supports hardline setters. Thus, the 
identity of the Sayer is criticized and with that the 
credibility of the said is also influenced.  

 
 
Article 10. Settlers defiant, Israeli army moves in 

Text:  

Many hope the pullout from the territory Israel captured in 1967 will be the start of a true partition of 
historic Palestine between Arab and Jew.  
 
Others fear it is a ploy by Sharon to get rid of areas he does not consider crucial to Israel while 
consolidating control of parts of the West Bank, where the vast majority of the 240,000 Jewish 
settlers live. 
 
The World Court describes Israeli settlements as illegal. Israel disputes this.  
 
Israel intends to leave the Gaza settlements and four West Bank enclaves by 4 September. It plans 
to complete the Gaza pullout in October when the last troops come out. 
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of the World Court  

 
 
Article 11. Israeli soldiers wounded by tank fire   

Text part:  

 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has urged resistance groups to hold fire during Israel's planned 
removal of its first Jewish settlements from land Palestinians seek for an independent state.  
 
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon has vowed a harsh response to any Palestinian violence that 
erupts once the withdrawal begins from the Gaza Strip, territory Israel captured in the 1967 Middle 
East War. 
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Final voice is of Sharon who voices his point of view 
on possible violence. The final sentence states that the 
territory is captured by Israel and thus is critical 
towards Israel.   

 
 
Article 12. Palestinian security redeploys in Gaza  

Text part:  
 

On Saturday, US President George Bush went on Israel Television to call for the dismantling of 
"terrorist organisations" by the Palestinians, a key part of a Middle East peace road map backed by 
Washington. 
 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

The use of the quotation marks in “terrorist 
organizations” lays the emphasis on the way of 
reporting and not on the content.  
 

 
 
Article 13. Settlements out of bounds for a month 

Text part:  
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Only the voice of Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz 
 
 
 
Article 14. Palestinians under withdrawal curfew 

Text part:  

 
Abdullah Maani, 34, said residents were allowed out of the village for a few hours to buy food and 
supplies before the closure would be enforced, adding that they had yet to see any evidence of a 
withdrawal.   
 
"If we weren't hearing it from the radio and television stations, you would think there is no 
withdrawal going on. From where we stand, there are no signs of withdrawal.”   
 
"The settlers in Kfar Darom seem to be going about their daily lives and we haven't seen any 
dismantling of infrastructure yet," said Maani, as he filed through a metal turnstile with dozens of 
other residents, waiting to be searched.    
 
How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

The predicational strategy gives a more human tone 
and shows that the Sayer is undergoing a difficult time 
living under occupation. It emphasizes the content of 
the Said, i.e. de hard time Palestinians are going 
through 

 
 
Article 14. Palestinians under withdrawal curfew 

Text part:  

Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erikat on Tuesday called on Israel to resume final status 
negotiations, on issues such as Jerusalem and Palestinian refugees, after the pullout from Gaza.  
 
Optimistic thoughts 
 
"From the day that we resume talks on final status issues I am sure it would take six months to 
reach a settlement," Erikat said at a press conference in Gaza City. "The rule of law and the fate of 
people will be decided after the disengagement through ballots and not bullets."  
 
Gaza has been wracked by lawlessness in recent months, as armed groups and security forces jockey 
for credit and power ahead of January parliamentary elections. Most of the infighting has been within 
the ranks of the Palestinian Authority itself, often between disgruntled security officers and corrupt 
officials.   
 
On Monday night, the Fatah-linked al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades rallied throughout Gaza city's streets, 
shooting their weapons in the air and declaring: "We shall never lay down our weapons". On 
Tuesday, armed members of Islamic Jihad did the same, "reminding" Palestinians that it was they 
who forced the Israeli settlers out of Gaza. 
 
Erikat said the PA hopes to reach an understanding with factions on the matter through dialogue 
under the banner One Weapon, One Authority.   
 
It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

The direct reporting in this text part  "The rule of law 
and the fate of people will be decided after the 

disengagement through ballots and not bullets."  by 
Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erikat is also used in 
CNN International, but than in: 
 
The decree, he [Erikat ] said, will send a message to 
Hamas and other militant organizations: "They must 
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understand that the transfer of power and authorities 
will have to be through ballots and not bullets." 
 
Thus, in the reporting of Al-Jazeera English the 
quotation states the rule of law and the fate will be 
decided through ballots and not through bullets, not 
referring to a particular party. Nevertheless, in CNN 
International the massage is clearly for Hamas who 
must understand that the transfer of power and 
authorities will have to be through ballots and not 
bullets. Hence, Al-Jazeera English and CNN 
International imply that they report directly, but the 
reported clause is different. And, both parties 
contextualize in a different way. Al-Jazeera does not 
claim that the quote is aimed at a particular party. 
CNN International states that the massage is for 
Hamas only.  The voice of Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erikat in Al-Jazeera English is also critical to both 
Hamas and to Fatah. 

 
 
Article 14. Palestinians under withdrawal curfew 

Text part:  

Barrier protests 
 
Meanwhile, in the West Bank village of Bilain, Palestinians continued their non-violent demonstrations 
against the separation barrier that is annexing 52% of their farm land, despite media attention 
focused on the ongoing disengagement from Gaza.   
 
Young Palestinian girls led a group of 400 people, including Palestinians, Israeli and international 
activists, in a peaceful demonstration as they demanded access to their land. 
 
"Settlers today are beginning to withdraw from Gaza. We are happy for the Palestinians there. But as 
that goes on, Israel is expanding settlements on our land here in Bilain, and those settlers leaving 
Gaza are being brought here," the group said in a statement they read out, a copy of which was 
received by Aljazeera.net.  
 
"This solves nothing, but rather moves the problem from one place to another. We need real answers 
that provide security for us all.” 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? “Young Palestinian girls led a group of 400 people, 

including Palestinians, Israeli and international 
activists, in a peaceful demonstration” criticizes Israel 
for expanding settlements and moving the problem 
from one place to another.  
Critical towards: Israel 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

In the wrap-up the voice groups of non-violent 
resistance in the West bank is heard. The voice is 
critical to the disengagement plan stating that the 
disengagement in the Gaza Strip only moves the 
problem from one place to another; i.e. the West 
Bank.  

 
 
Article 15. Gaza settlers, Israeli forces clash 

Text part:  

 
"This plan is going as scheduled. Close to 50% of the residents have left," pullout coordinator Eival 
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Giladi told a news conference. "I would say that in a few days, there will be no Jewish settlers or 
infiltrators left in Gaza." 
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of pullout coordinator who states that there will 
be no settlements in a few days.   

 
 

Article 16. Israel begins Gaza pullout 

Text part:  

Sharon reviled 
 
Sharon, once the settlers' champion but now reviled by them as a traitor, voiced sympathy for the 
evacuees but appealed to them not to attack troops.  
 
"I am responsible for this. Attack me," Sharon, who has billed his plan as "disengagement" from 
conflict with the Palestinians, said somberly in a televised address. 
 

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

The identity of the Sayer, Sharon is subtly discussed. 
First of all, Sharon is categorized as a traitor and later 
it is stated that he spoke somberly. This influences the 
credibility of the Said.  

 
 
Article 16. Israel begins Gaza pullout 

Text part:  
Efforts by officials from the main settlers' lobby Yesha to calm down the crowds fell on deaf ears and 
journalists were assaulted by irate youths. 
 
"This is not what we planned but we cannot control these young people," one of the main leaders of 
Yesha, Shaul Goldstein, said. 
 
"This activity undermines our struggle," added Goldstein who is the mayor of the Gush Etzion 
regional council in the occupied West Bank. 
 
It was only when members of the council's security team arrived on the scene that the protest began 
to fizzle out. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? One of the main leaders of Yesha, Shaul Goldstein 

criticizes the Israeli youth whose activity undermines 
the struggle of the pro-settlers.  
Critical towards: Israel 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

In the wrap-up one of the main leaders of Yesha, 
Shaul Goldstein criticizes the actions of Israeli youths 
who assaulted journalists. Hence, an Israeli source 
criticizes Israeli youth.  

 
 
 
Article 17. Israeli army evicts Gaza Strip settlers 

Text part:  

The World Court describes Israel's settlements as illegal. Israel disputes this.  
 
Israel says the withdrawal will end its occupation of Gaza, but Palestinians say that can only happen 
once they gain full control of borders and airspace. Israel is reluctant to allow that for now, citing 
security reasons. 
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

The voice of the World Court is heard. Afterwards the 
voice of Israel is given. The statement of Israel that it 
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will end the occupation, is refuted by the Palestinians. 
The Palestinian voice is heard finally.  

 
 
Article 18. Gaza deadline passes, eviction to start 

Text part:  

 

The army estimated about half of the 8500 Gaza settlers remained in defiance of Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon's plan to "disengage" from occupied areas he said have little security value for the Jewish 
state. 
 
 
It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

The use of quotation marks only for the verb 
“disengage” put the emphasis on the words and not 
on the content. The author maybe wants to emphasize 
that one cannot speak of  “disengage” because Israel 
keeps militarily control over the Gaza Strip.  

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Israeli Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz 

 
 
Article 19. Abbas hails Palestinian sacrifice 

Text part:  
Hamas has largely followed a six-month-old truce with Israel to allow Tel Aviv to carry out its 
withdrawal from Gaza settlements.  
 
It is expected to do well in January parliamentary elections, the first it will contest. 
 
Israel has made clear that it will not discuss Palestinian statehood unless groups such as Hamas are 
disarmed. 
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of Israel which state that Palestinian statehood 
is impossible if groups such as Hamas are not 
disarmed.  

 
 
Article 19. Abbas hails Palestinian sacrifice 

Text part:  
He also condemned a Wednesday attack in which a Jewish settler in the West Bank grabbed a gun 
from a security guard and killed four Palestinian labourers, calling it "a terror attack", Annan's 
spokesman said. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Koffi Annan condemns a Jewish settler for killing 

Palestinian laborers.  
Critical towards: Israel 

 
 
Article 20. 600 Gaza settlers to move to W Bank 

Text part:  

While Prime Minister Ariel Sharon hopes Israel's pullout from all 21 Gaza settlements will cement 
Israel's hold on Ariel and other major settlement blocks in the West Bank, he has said no new West 
Bank settlements would be set up as a result of the withdrawal. 
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Statement that Sharon has said no new West Bank 
settlements would be set up as a result of the 
withdrawal. This statement is very important and 
conflicts slightly with the content of the article, 
because the article discusses that Gaza settlers are 
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moving to the West Bank; it is only unknown for how 
long.  

 
 
Article 21. One Gaza settlement left to be cleared 

Text part:  

Resistance adamant 
 
Sharon has insisted that Abbas pacify Gaza and disarm resistance groups before he agrees to return 
to talks about the road map peace plan, introduced more than two years ago by US President Bush, 
but quickly stalemated.  
 
As Abbas issued his decree, dozens of masked fighters from the Hamas movement briefly took over 
the central square of Gaza City in a show of defiance against the president, and made clear the 
resistance had no intention of disarming.  
 
"We will keep all our weapons, and our military equipment, and we will develop it further, God 
willing. Our battle with the enemy is long and will continue," said a spokesman known only as Abu 
Obaideh.  
 
Abbas also announced that 25 January will be the date for Palestinian parliamentary elections, 
postponed from July. 
  
Hamas is expected to do well in the voting, fielding candidates for the first time. 
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

About the Hamas and with the voice of Hamas. Last 
clause states that Hamas will do well in the voting, the 
source is not mentioned.  

 
 
 

Article 21. One Gaza settlement left to be cleared 

Text part:  

In comments at the start of a cabinet meeting on Sunday, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon called acts of 
violent resistance to the pullout "hooliganism" and said Jewish settler leaders - once his friends and 
allies - were exploiting the suffering of their followers to push a political agenda. 
 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Sharon criticizes acts of violence from settlers and 

calls the violence ‘hooliganism’.  
Critical towards: settlers (Israel) 

 
 
Article 22.  Media puts pullout passions on display 

Text part:  

And the fact that the army completed the Gaza withdrawal in just a week may be an indication that 
the withdrawal was not as gut wrenching as many people had anticipated.  
 
"Until now it was easier than expected," Ben Yishai said. "I don't think that the settlers succeeded in 
making it look like a national trauma." 
 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of veteran military correspondent Ron Ben Yishai 
who states that the intentions of the settlers, of 
making the disengagement a big media drama, has 
failed.   

 
 
Article 23. Activists hear Palestinians' woes 
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Text part:  
 

Karajeh, who described the Israeli occupation as "an act of rape", called on women around the world 
to stand up for justice and not be "deceived by the negative stereotypical images about our people 
and our cause". 
 
"Every Palestinian family has been gravely wronged by Israel, and the Israeli justice system doesn't 
and can't give us true justice. The occupation and justice are after all starkly incompatible." 
 
Dua'a Takruri, 21, who spoke in English, described the "slow death" being meted out to more than 
9000 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails, including her father, Haroun Takruri, who has been behind 
bars for 20 years for resisting the Israeli occupation.  
"When I visit my dad, I see him only through double glass. They don't allow any physical contacts. 
They treat us like animals, and after five minutes, they tell us time is up." 
 

Are the voices critical and it what sense? Sarah Karajeh, president of the local Palestinian 
women's union criticizes Israel for the occupation 
calling it ‘an act of rape’.  
Critical towards: Israel 
Palestinian woman criticizes Israel for wronging every 
Palestinian family.  
Critical towards: Israel 
Dua'a Takruri, a Palestinian girl criticizes Israel on 
treating her and her father as animals.  
Critical towards: Israel 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of Palestinian woman, Nawraz Kawasmi who 
states that the withdrawal is “the fruit of our struggle 
and sacrifices” and that the withdrawal is not a 
solution.  

 
 
Article 23. Activists hear Palestinians' woes 

Text part:  
At the end of the meeting, which took place at the Palestinian University Alumni Union building in 
downtown Hebron, a Palestinian woman, Nawraz Kawasmi, spoke about the Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza, saying it was "the fruit of our struggle and sacrifices". 
 
"It is not a gift from Israelis. It is the price of our blood and sacrifices. This withdrawal is not a 
solution. Israel must leave the West Bank and Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the heart of Palestine, and 
Palestine can't live without her heart." 
 
After the meeting, the activists toured the old town of Hebron, where Jewish settlers threw stones, 
eggs and rotten tomatoes at them. 
 
Three women were hit in the assault 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of Palestinian woman, Nawraz Kawasmi who 
states that the withdrawal is “the fruit of our struggle 
and sacrifices” and that the withdrawal is not a 
solution.  
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5.3. Intertextuality and framing in CNN International 

 
Article 1. Gaza settlers' greenhouses to be handed to Palestinians 

Text:   
 

No intertextuality 
 

 
 
 
Article 2. The Situation: Friday, August 12 

Text:  

 
No intertextuality  

 
 
 
Article 3.  Palestinian Withdrawal a victory for peace efforts 

Text:  

 

Friends and family will not have to request permission from the Israeli military to attend the Bashirs' 
party. Khalil Bashir said everyone -- even Jewish settlers and Israeli soldiers -- is invited to the party. 
 
"We must not let our wounded memory guide our future," he said. 
 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of Palestinian school principal who states “We 
must not let our wounded memory guide our future”.  

 
 

Article 4. Security alert for Gaza withdrawal 

Text:  

 
Hamas leaders have quietly told the Palestinian Authority they will not disrupt the withdrawal 
process, but not everyone trusts that pledge. 
 
In a news conference Saturday, senior Hamas member Ismail Haniyye called the withdrawal a 
"retreat" and said it was "a result of resistance and our people's sacrifice." 
 
"It is evidence that resistance is able to achieve our national goals," he said. 
 
He also vowed that the armed struggle against the Jewish state would continue, despite the pullout. 
 
"Hamas confirms its adherence to resistance as a strategic option until the occupation retreats from 
our lands and holy places," senior Hamas member Ismail Haniyye said. "Our movement reaffirms 
that it will protect its military apparatus and Al Qassam Brigades and its weapons and keep them for 
defending our land." 
 
Hamas, a Palestinian Islamic fundamentalist organization, has been labeled by the U.S. State 
Department as a terrorist organization. The group's military wing, Izzedine al Qassam, has admitted 
responsibility for terrorist attacks against Israeli civilians as well as attacks against the Israeli 
military.  
 

Are the voices critical and it what sense? Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu criticizes 
Palestine on becoming an Islamic terrorist base.  

How are other voices textured in relation to In the first part it is stated that Hamas has pledged 
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the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 
 

that they will not disrupt the withdrawal. 
Nevertheless, the thruth of this pledge is being heavily 
pulled down by the subordinate phrase ‘but not 
everyone trusts that pledge’. Noteworthy is also that it 
is not said who does not trusts the promise. Hence, 
the authorial voice criticizes the statement taken by 
the Hamas.  
 
The Hamas is explained by stating that the group is 
labeled by the U.S. State Department as a terrorist 
movement and that the group’s military wing has 
admitted responsibility for (terrorist) attacks. 

It their a difference between the use of 
direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

Quotation marks with retreat and a result of 
resistance and our people's sacrifice lay emphasis on 
formulation rather than on content. 

 
 
Article 4. Security alert for Gaza withdrawal 

Text:  

Last week, Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu resigned as finance minister, warning Gaza 
will "become an Islamic terrorist base," endangering "not only Israel but many others in the world." 
 

How are the style and tone?  Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu criticizes 
Palestine on becoming an Islamic terrorist base.  

 
 
Article 4. Security alert for Gaza withdrawal 

Text:  

Jerusalem police spokesman Shmuel Ben-Ruby said police Saturday are limiting the age of the 
Palestinian men who can enter the Haram al-Sharif, or Noble Sanctuary, in an effort to keep out 
younger Muslims who may be planning attacks. 
 
Haram al-Sharif is Islam's third-holiest site and is built on a hill known to Jews as Temple Mount. The 
hill also is believed to contain the ruins of Judaism's holiest temple. 
 
Every year, Muslim clerics call on devout Muslims to protect the sanctuary during Tisha B'Av, in 
which devout Jews pray for God to rebuild two destroyed Jerusalem temples. 
 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of Jerusalem police spokesman Shmuel Ben-
Ruby who states that police is limiting age of the 
Palestinian men who can enter the Haram al-Shariff. 
Measurement is taken to prevent attacks from 
Muslims.  

 
 
Article 5. Violence hits Gaza pullout 

Text:  

 
Partly same text as article 4 (about Hamas) > see comments on article 4 

 

 
 
Article 5. Violence hits Gaza pullout 

Text:  

Possible turning point 
 
Sharon, who has invested much of his political future in the pullout's success, has said it may jump-



Al-Jazeera English: the Opinion and the Other Opinion 
  

J.J. de Graaf  166
   
 

start peace efforts between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Although Palestinian leaders 
criticized Sharon for making the plan unilaterally -- rather than as part of brokered talks -- they also 
have expressed hope that, after 38 years in Gaza, Israel's evacuation may create a turning point. 
 
The Bush administration supports the plan. In an interview last week with Israel's Channel 1 TV, 
Bush called the decision "bold." 
 
"The disengagement is, I think, a part of making Israel more secure and peaceful, and I agree with 
the prime minister," Bush said. "I can understand why people think this decision is one that will 
create a vacuum into which terrorism will flow. I happen to disagree. I think this will create an 
opportunity for democracy to emerge. And democracies are peaceful." 
 

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

Predication assigned to Sharon is that he “has 
invested much of his political future in the pullout's 
success”. The predication implies that the pullout is a 
success.  

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

The voice of President Bush. The voice of the Hamas is 
given in the article and followed by visions of the 
Israeli side. The vision of President Bush is 
emphasized by putting it in the wrap-up.  

 
 
Article 6. Seizing opportunity in the Mideast 

Text:  

 

No intertexuality 
 

 
 

Article 7.  Poll Gaza pullout will help peace process 

Text:  

 
No intertextuality 

 

 
 
 
Article 8. Emotions flare as Gaza pullout begins 

Text:  

Sharon: 'Great anguish' 
 
In an address to the nation Monday night, Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon said the disengagement 
is being carried out with "great anguish," but is necessary and good for Israel. 
 
"I understand the feelings, the pain and the cries of those who object," he said. "However, we are 
one nation even when fighting and arguing." 
 
Sharon, who has invested much of his political future in the disengagement plan, said at one point he 
had hoped Israel would be able to "hang on" to the Gaza settlements but that is no longer possible. 
 
"We can't hang on to Gaza forever where there are more than a million Palestinians who are doubling 
their numbers by the generation," he said. "This plan is good for Israel in any future scenario. We are 
reducing the day-to-day friction and its victims on both sides." 
 
Israeli Vice Prime Minister Ehud Olmert called it a "very painful process for all of us." But he said it is 
necessary in the long term to improve ties with Palestinians. 
 
"This is the first step in establishing a new partner in relations between us and the Palestinians. The 
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rest will have to be done through negotiations," he told CNN. "We are determined to change the 
Middle East." 
 
Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat said Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas will 
issue a decree in the coming days calling on the Palestinian people to take part in general elections 
on January 21, 2006. 
 
The decree, he said, will send a message to Hamas and other militant organizations: "They must 
understand that the transfer of power and authorities will have to be through ballots and not bullets." 
 

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 

The voices of Sharon, Olmert and the Palestinian side 
are included, but that the Palestinian side is critical to 
Hamas and with that to its own system.  

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

See reporting of same quote by Al-Jazeera English.  

 
 
Article 8. Emotions flare as Gaza pullout begins 

Text:  
 

Palestinians deploy police 
 
Palestinians, meanwhile, cheered the voluntary withdrawal, something many of them believed would 
never happen. 
 
Palestinian leadership dispatched 7,500 police and security forces near Jewish settlements in 
southern Gaza, officials said. About 20,000 Palestinian police and security personnel plan to take part 
in preventing attacks and violence. 
 
Palestinian Cabinet Minister Nabil Sha'ath said security forces will be up to the challenge. 
 
"Our security forces are fully deployed now close to settlement areas in coordination with Israeli 
authorities," he said. "We will keep the peace." 
 
Once the settlers are gone, Israel plans to withdraw its troops from Gaza by the beginning of 
October. 
 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of Palestinian Cabinet Minister Nabil Sha'ath who 
states that Palestine is capable of keeping the peace 
and preventing attacks and violence.   

 
 
Article 9. Both sides skeptical on Gaza pullout 

Text:  
Palestinian Legislative Council member Hannan Ashrawi said some Palestinians see the move as an 
attempt by Sharon to circumvent the so-called road map to peace. 
 
"This is Sharon's way of unilaterally imposing his view and of demanding payback in the West Bank 
and in Jerusalem and in the Palestinian refugee rights," she said. 
 
"People are skeptical, but at the same time people are encouraged by the precedent -- the fact that 
settlements are being evacuated and the army is leaving," she said. 
 
"We hope that there would be a viable, credible political process that will move rapidly ahead in order 
to ensure the end of the occupation, started in '67, and the two-state solution becoming a reality on 
the ground."  
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Palestinian militants, waving flags and carrying guns, staged celebrations Tuesday at Khan Yunis 
near the Neveh Dekalim settlement in Gaza. 
 

Are the voices critical and it what sense? Both sides are critical towards the disengagement 
plan. Netanyahu criticizes the plan mostly because it 
will make ‘a terrorist base’ and the Palestinian council 
member cricitizes the plan because it is an attempt to 
‘circumvent the so-called road map to peace’. 
Nevertheless, Sharon is very optimistic as is Gillerman 
about the disengagement. Gillerman does state that 
the Palestinians have to act now in an appropriate 
way.  

How are other voices textured in relation to 
the authorial voice, and in relation to each 
other? (framing) 
 

The voice of the Palestinian side is given finally. Still 
the final words are of the author who writes: 
‘Palestinian militants, waving flags and carrying guns, 
staged celebrations Tuesday at Khan Yunis near the 
Neveh Dekalim settlement in Gaza.’ The question 
needs to be asked why this information is relevant in 
this text. The content does not concern the same 
matter as the implemented voices. The last phrase 
refers to militants waving guns, whereas the content 
of the implemented voices concerns the consequences 
and intentions of the withdrawal. Still, this phrase, 
especially, in the wrap-up, does remind the reader of 
the violence of the Palestinians. And it that matter it is 
critical towards the Palestinian side.  

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

See: How are other voices textured in relation to the 
authorial voice, and in relation to each other? 
(framing) 

 
 

Article 10. Deadline for Gaza evictions passes 

Text:  

Sharon has said he hopes the disengagement will re-launch the peace process with the Palestinian 
Authority. 
 
Some settlers who oppose the pullout plan say Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish homeland. 
 
Other secular Israelis contend the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from 
Palestinian militant groups. 
 
Former Israeli Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu bemoaned the impending removal of settlers 
from Gaza as "good intentions badly played out." He predicted the area will become an international 
haven for terrorists. 
 
Palestinian Legislative Council member Hanan Ashrawi said Palestinians are encouraged by the move 
but that some see the pullout as an attempt by Sharon to circumvent the road map to peace.  
 
"People are skeptical but, at the same time, people are encouraged by the precedent," she said. 
 

Are the voices critical and it what sense? Former Israeli Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
criticizes Israel on the disengagement and criticizes 
Palestine on becoming an international haven for 
terrorists.  

 
 
Article 11.  Israeli troops begin forced Gaza evictions 
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Text:  
Asked about the estimated 5,000 to 6,000 protesters who have infiltrated Gaza and are attempting 
to disrupt the evacuation, Giladi said the military will use "the minimum force necessary." 
 
But he added, "We will treat them differently than families who have been here for 20 to 30 years." 
 
Giladi predicted there would not be armed resistance, but said the IDF would be ready if there is. 
 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of Brig. Gen. Eyval Giladi of the IDF who claims 
that armed resistance from settlers is not expected, 
but that the IDF is ready is so.  

 
 
Article 12 Hancocks: Dramatic scenes from Gaza 

Text:  

 

No intertextuality 
 

 
 
Article 13. Largest Gaza settlement evacuated, Israel says 

Text:  

 

No relevant intertextuality 

 

 
 
Article 14. Israel empties Gaza's Gadid settlement 

Text:  
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon announced the plan in December 2003 in hopes of reinvigorating the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process.  
 
Some settlers don't want to leave because they believe Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish 
homeland. Some say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from Palestinian 
terrorists. 
 
Palestinians hail pullout 
 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on Friday told a cheering crowd that Israel's 
withdrawal from Gaza was "the fruits of sacrifices" of Palestinians. 
 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

In the verbal clause of Sharon there is no use of 
quotation marks. Yet, in the verbal phrase of Abbas 
there is use of quotation marks. In the first example 
the claim is presented as objective and no attention is 
paid to the exact presentation of the words. In the 
verbal clause of Abbas the focus is on the precise 
formulation of the words, and with that cast doubt on 
the content.  

 
 
 
Article 14. Israel empties Gaza's Gadid settlement 

Text:  
Jailed protesters 
 
On Thursday, the Gaza Jewish settlement of Kfar Darom was the scene of one of the most dramatic 
protests since forced evacuations began a day earlier. 
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Protesters resisted evacuation from the roof of a synagogue by throwing paint, vegetables and other 
projectiles against a water cannon used by Israeli forces. 
 
Police said Friday that 240 violent protesters had been arrested on Thursday -- about 100 of them 
under age 18. All remained in jail as of Friday night, police said. 
Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

Voice of police who states that 240 violent protesters 
are arrested.  

 
 
 
Article 15. Gaza pullout to resume Sunday 

Text:  

Some settlers don't want to leave because they believe Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish 
homeland. Some say the move rewards terrorists and will lead to more attacks from Palestinian 
terrorists. 
 
On Friday Abbas told a cheering crowd that Israel's withdrawal from Gaza was "the fruits of 
sacrifices" of Palestinians. 
 
It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

No use of quotation marks with terrorists and 
Palestinian terrorists. Use of quotation marks with 
words of Abbas.  

 
 
Article 16.  Israel destroys homes as Gaza pullout nears end 

Text:  

 

But recently Palestinians have expressed hope for the pullout. Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas, speaking to a cheering crowd Friday, called it "the fruits of sacrifices" of 
Palestinians. 
 
Palestinian legal adviser Diana Buttu told CNN she was "delighted that the settlers are finally being 
evacuated from occupied Palestinian territory," and glad "that it's being done in such a quiet and 
peaceful manner, not only on the Israeli side, but also on the Palestinian side." 
 

A critical question now is whether the Palestinian Authority will control Gaza, overtaking threatened 
competition from militant groups such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 
 
Buttu argued that the task will be difficult due to what she called Israel's "continued military control 
of the Gaza Strip." Still, she said, Abbas "is committed to disarming and he is committed to making 
sure that there is calm in the area." 
 

It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

In the final part a critical view is given of Buttu. She 
states that control over the militant groups will be 
difficult because Israel will keep military control over 
the Gaza Strip. However, in the second reported 
clause the use of the formulation “what she called” 
puts the emphasis on the formulation and not on the 
content. Also the question is how this could be named 
in a different way, because it appears that the author 
is aware of other formulations.  

 
 
Article 16.  Israel destroys homes as Gaza pullout nears end 

Text:  

Israel has controlled Gaza, a 140-square-mile piece of coastal land between Israel and the 
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Mediterranean Sea, since the Six-Day War in 1967. Israeli settlements in Gaza housed about 8,500 
settlers amid a Palestinian population of 1.3 million. 
 
Some settlers don't want to leave because they believe Gaza is part of the traditional Jewish 
homeland. Some say the move rewards militant groups and will lead to more attacks by Palestinian 
terrorists. 
 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

The final two phrases in this article are used in 
different articles of CNN on regularly basis. Still, here 
the two argumentations are given in the wrap-up 
given the content more strength. Especially with the 
absent of the word occupation in the first paragraph, 
the position of the arguments reflects an ideological 
preference towards the Israeli viewpoint.   

 
 
Article 17. Settlers leave last Gaza outpost 

Text:  

While polls show a majority of Israelis support the disengagement, many are concerned that Gaza 
could become a base for terrorist groups that want to destroy Israel.  
 
Former Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu described that fear in his resignation letter days before 
the pullout. 
Are the voices critical and it what sense? Former Finance Minister Benjamin Netanyahu criticizes 

on Palestine for becoming a base for terrorists.  
 
 
Article 17. Settlers leave last Gaza outpost 

Text:  

Palestinian legal adviser Diana Buttu said Sunday that the task will be tougher due to Israel's 
"continued military control" of Gaza. 
It their a clear difference between the use 
of direct reporting, indirect reporting, mix of 
direct- and indirect reporting and narrative 
report of a speech act? 

The use of quotation marks with continued military 
control lays emphasis on formulation more than on 
content.  

 
 
Article 17. Settlers leave last Gaza outpost 

Text:  

Despite all the questions hanging in the balance, Monday marked the end of a chapter in the 
tumultuous recent history of the region. For the first time since Israel took over the land after the 
1967 Six-Day War, it had no civilians living in Gaza. 
 
Harel said the historic day reflected against "the whole story of the Middle East" and the 57 years of 
the state of Israel. 
 
He noted that Palestinian militants once killed three of his soldiers in the area. 
 
"I hope that peace and stability will resume here in the area, and hopefully each one will be able to 
live in peace," he said. 
 

Are there implemented voices in the wrap-
up? 

The words of Dan Haral, who states that Palestinian 
militants once killed three of his soldiers in the area. 
The context and the content of why these soldiers 
were killed is left out.  

 
 
 


