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Abstract

This master thesis explores the ways separatist leaders in Eastern Ukraine (specifically Donetsk
People’s Republic) employed historical narrative to justify the violence in the region. The
research is based on analysis of video statements by Alexander Zakharchenko and Pavel

Gubarev retrieved from YouTube.

In this paper | argue that separatists used a certain frame in their statements: “ethnic Russians in
Ukraine are being oppressed and therefore have the right to separate”. To explain the usage of

this frame | relied on the framing as a mass communication theory.

To analyse the chosen videos | used the method of discourse analysis, as it focuses not only on
explaining meanings behind a textual messages — it also takes into account visual symbols and

broader cultural and historical contexts that exist within the society.

While analysing selected statements | have summarised three main ways on how separatist
leaders in Ukraine use history as an apparatus to prove the righteousness of their actions. First of
all, they create an image of credible leaders to make sure that their message is perceived as
legitimate; secondly, by mentioning wrongdoings from the past separatist deepen already
existing divide in society. But most and foremost history is used as a justification by drawing
direct parallels with the present. By using already existing beliefs, prejudices and allegations,
separatists brought back controversial World War Il figure Stepan Bandera and a concept of
Novorossiya — an idea that would unite Eastern Ukrainian regions in a new sovereign state.
Hence, both Zakharchenko and Gubarev employ historical narratives to convince society that
events of World War 1l are happening again and people in the Eastern Ukraine are facing a

fascist threat just like their ancestors did 70 years ago.

Keywords: Donbas; Ukraine; conflict; separatism; historical narratives.
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1. Introduction

Keeping in mind the context of today (2019), conflict in Eastern Ukraine seems to be far from
resolution. However, back in April 2014, when the armed uprising in Donbas had just started, the
leaders of self-proclaimed republics of Donetsk and Luhansk promised to lead their people into
the better, brighter future — and they aimed to achieve it all during the course of upcoming couple
of years. Amongst other things (such as economic prosperity and elimination of corruption), they
were asking to fight for the sake of Russian values — just like their ancestors did during the
World War 11, or as it is known in the most post-Soviet republics — the Great Patriotic war.
History indeed seemed to be repeating itself — when the conflict in Donbas was unfolding, a
battle broke down just next to the Saur-Mogila (Rus. Cayp-Moeuna) memorial not far away from
Ukrainian-Russian boarder on 23 August, 2014." In this sense, history had a peculiar, symbolic
twist — volunteers picked up their weapons (even though most of them have no military
background) and came to the memorial to fight professional soldiers with the same goals in mind
as they imagined their ancestors did. The conflict was aptly assessed by Serhii Plokhy: “on a
certain level, in Ukraine the World War Il had never come to its end. People continue to die there

under the colours and symbols of the long gone past”.?

Fast development of events in the Eastern Ukraine showed that he was right. Since the conflict
escalated in 2014, history has been used as a rhetorical apparatus for justification of violence by
separatist leaders in Donetsk People’s Republic (DNR). Figures like Aleksander Zakharchenko
and Pavel Gubarev were returning to the stories from World War Il and using them to shape
political agenda and convince citizens that the armed conflict is the right way to go about while
seeking sovereignty from Ukraine. For instance, the controversial name of World War 1l

Ukrainian figure Stepan Bandera and strong memories of his alleged collaboration with Nazi

! Mikhail Zhirohov. "Bursa 3a Cayp-Moruny: ucxon.” Fraza.ua. https:/fraza.ua/analytics/266434-bitva-za-saur-
mogilu-ishod- (accessed August 1, 2019).

2 Serhii Plokhy. “When Stalin Lost His Head: World War I and Memory Wars in Contemporary Ukraine.” In War
and Memory in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, edited by Julie Fedor, Jussi Lassila, Markku Kangaspuro and Tatiana
Zhurzhenko (Palgrave Macmillan Memory Studies, 2017): 187.


file:///C:/Users/karin/Desktop/Mikhail
https://fraza.ua/analytics/266434-bitva-za-saur-mogilu-ishod-
https://fraza.ua/analytics/266434-bitva-za-saur-mogilu-ishod-
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Germany were brought up in the public discourse again. While praised by various organizations
(such as the “Right Sector”) in Kyiv and Western cities, Bandera’s name is still being used as a

synonym to ‘evil’ in the East.

There is no doubt that the urge to fight for what each side deems to be right did not occur
overnight. To this day residents of the Western and Eastern regions, amongst many things, argue
on their interpretation of history. This split provided perfect opportunity to utilize historical
memory as an instrument to justify armed conflict. Of course, there have been other reasons that
led to formation of separatist spirits in Donbas, one of them being economic downfall that the
region experienced since Ukraine declared independence in 1991. Official GDP collapsed by
almost half from 1990 to 1994, and slow decline continued throughout the decade. Economic
growth would not resume again until 2000. According to Pekka Suttela, Donbas has always been
the industrial powerhouse of Ukraine. It was metallurgy and engineering — industries that Eastern
regions were known for since Soviet times — that had major impact on strengthening state
economy. Suttela writes that “crucially for Ukraine’s survival, between 2001 and 2008, as metals
and chemicals prices boomed on the back of fast international economic growth while the price
of gas imported from Russia remained low, terms of trade improved by 50 %”.% Therefore, as
Donbas still is one of the biggest contributors to the state economy, residents of the region felt
that they are getting too little in return and got tired of being providers for the rest of the country
— this fact helped to build the case to convince both Ukraine and the rest of the world that

Eastern cities should have more rights.

However, | will argue here that there were other reasons that made people quit their jobs, put on
a uniform and join the army of the two self-proclaimed republics in Donbas. One of these was
the nationalist discourse employed by the leaders of the secessionist groups that points to
uniqueness of Russian values and language, also bringing back the memories of the World War
Il in contemporary politics, as has been shown in literature. What has been almost completely
neglected is the role attributed to history in justifying these discourses. Particularly in 2014-2015

® Pekka Suttela “The Underachiever: Ukraines Economy Since 1991.” Carnegieendowment.org
https://carnegieendowment.org/2012/03/09/underachiever-ukraine-s-economy-since-1991-pub-47451 (accessed on
August 1, 2019). For more on reasons behind separatist moods in Ukraine see: Serhy Yekelchyk The Conflict in
Ukraine : What Everyone Needs to Know (Oxford University Press:2015).



https://carnegieendowment.org/2012/03/09/underachiever-ukraine-s-economy-since-1991-pub-47451
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the events in Ukraine and accompanying rhetorical manoeuvring of political actors render it
questionable whether the past is really long gone and was the historical memory of World War Il
employed by separatists as a tool to justify violence? How can we unpack and interpret the
symbolic pertinence of the battles that are fought in Donbas just next to a World War Il

memorial?

The reason behind using history as a rhetorical apparatus might be the fact that a considerable
number of people in Ukraine identify as Russian and regard Russian as their first language. In
terms of political values, the Eastern regions of Donetsk and Luhansk, alongside with Crimea,
were the most pro-Russian regions in Ukraine since its independence as measured by vote for
political parties and presidential candidates, foreign policy orientations, and support for Russian

as the second state language in Ukraine.*

Separatist movements in the Eastern part of Ukraine often mention the right of self-
determination on the basis of identifying themselves as Russian and have expressed significant
support towards some kind of secession from Ukraine. A survey conducted in 2014 shows that
23% of the respondents in Donbas favoured autonomy as a part of federal Ukraine, compared to
8% supporting independence of their region, while 23% favoured the region joining Russia.> To
sum up, more than half of Donbas residents supported the change of status quo and opted for
some sort of secession. Keeping in mind that as per 2014 there were 4.3 million people living in
Donetsk and 2.2 million in Luhansk,® there is no doubt that a significant part of population
shared some sort of separatist thoughts. Moreover, according to Kevin Lees, “in Donetsk, the
largest city in the region, around 48% of the municipal population is Russian and around 46% of
the population is Ukrainian. That’s still not as ‘Russian’ as Crimea, but it’s still close enough to
5 7

worry”." Therefore, it is not surprising that while explaining reasons behind the violent outbreak
in Donbas separatist leaders emphasize preservation of historically Russian values and the

* Ivan Katchanovski. “The Separatist War in Donbas: A Violent Break-up of Ukraine? 1.” Ukraine in Crisis, 2017,
473.

> Katchanovski, The Separatist War in Donbas, 485.

® Robert Kirchner, Ricardo Giucci. “The Economy of the Donbas in Figures.” German Advisory Group, 2014.
https://www.beratergruppe-ukraine.de/download/TN/TN_04 2014 en.pdf (accessed on August 1).

" Kevin Lees. “All You Wanted To Know About Ukraine’s Donbas Region.”
http://suffragio.org/2014/04/18/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-ukraines-donbass-region/ Note: this article also
provides more insights on economic situation of Donbas which are not touched on in this paper.



https://www.beratergruppe-ukraine.de/download/TN/TN_04_2014_en.pdf
http://suffragio.org/2014/04/18/all-you-wanted-to-know-about-ukraines-donbass-region/
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victory in the World War 11 is one of the core aspects that are being used to shape the worldview
of residents of Donbas. A feeling is created that they have to stand up for their rights and values
that are facing a threat from the West — just like it happened 70 years ago during the Nazi
Germany occupation. In their public statements separatist leaders stress the importance of
Russian people sticking together and opposing an upcoming oppression of “Kiyv junta”, “fascist
scum” and “Banderovites” as separatist leaders and media outlets often refer to the Ukrainian

government.

There is an immeasurable amount of videos and other material on the Internet encouraging
people from the East to join the fight. Leaders of separatist movements also often refer to the
conflict as genocide and accuse Ukrainian government of various human rights violations against
people in Donbas. Therefore, the purpose of this thesis is to explore how history was adapted to
fit justification of on-going war and try to find out what these historical narratives are. Because
the conflict in Ukraine is still not resolved at the moment of writing this paper (March — August
2019), this research will be set around the years of 2014 — 2015. This time frame was selected
because the conflict was just starting to fold and a lot of important developments happened
during the period of those two years: for example, the fighting in Donbas started in April 2014
the Minsk accords were signed on September 15, 2014 and the second attempt to establish peace

also happened in Minsk on February 11, 2015.

However, there are difficulties in the question itself — as an on-going crisis, the situation in
Ukraine still lacks a concrete definition. The most problematic parts of my question are the
words “separatists” and “conflict”. Scholars and experts in the field define these two concepts
differently — depending on the information that is being used and the side of the conflict that one

takes.

In the literature and news articles separatists in Donbas are also often referred to as “rebels” or
“terrorists”. The definition of “rebels” usually occurs in Western media alongside “separatists”.
The notion of “terrorists” is being used by Ukrainian government as an official stance, also in the
media. However, in my case I will use the term “separatists” because it defines the cause of set

group of people and is quite neutral.
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The definition of “conflict” in Ukraine also varies. Some media outlets and academic articles use
the term “crisis”; it is also being called a “war” - sometimes a “hybrid” or “civil” war. Therefore,
as the situation in Ukraine at the moment of writing this paper is still unsettled, in my work 1 will

use the term “conflict”.

1.1 Literature review

Firstly, it is worth mentioning that there is little broader research done on how history is
employed to ensure justification of the conflict. Even though there is a lot of research done on
the memory politics, there is little debate on bringing back the past to the political agenda as a
particular way to justify violence. It is not much acknowledged in the academic discussion or in
the media. Secondly, it is also the first research on the topic of Eastern Ukraine conflict that is
based on analysis of video material and tries to establish a pattern of framing historical

narratives.

Did historical narratives become a powerful instrument to justify the conflict, and if it is the case
— how they are being used and how much influence the events that happened more than seven
decades ago have on a modern state of Ukraine? As the separatist conflict in Eastern Ukraine
gripped the attention of the world, it also became a broad topic for academic discussions.
Broader analyses on formation of insurgent armies, emergence of separatist conflicts, why they
succeed (or fail) have been done by Barbara F. Walter®, Henry E. Hale®, Klaus Bachmann and
Igor Lyubashenko, Michael Kofman, Katya Migacheva, Brian Nichiporuk, Andrew Radin,

Olesya Tkacheva, and Jenny Oberholtzer**, Marko Bojcun*? and Ivan Katchanovski.™* While this

8 Barbara F. Walter. Reputation and Civil War : Why Separatist Conflicts Are So Violent. Cambridge, UK:
Cambridge University Press, 2009.
http://search.ebscohost.com.proxy.library.uu.nl/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk& AN=304014&site=ehost-live

® Henry E. Hale. The Foundations of Ethnic Politics : Separatism of States and Nations in Eurasia and the World.
Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.
http://search.ebscohost.com.proxy.library.uu.nl/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk & AN=234389&site=ehost-live

1% Klaus Bachmann and Igor Lyubashenko. “The Maidan Uprising, Separatism and Foreign Intervention : Ukraine’s
complex transition”. Frankfurt a.M.: Peter Lang GmbH, Internationaler Verlag der Wissenschaften, 2014. Accessed
August 2, 2019. ProQuest Ebook Central.

1 Michael Kofman, Katya Migacheva, Brian Nichiporuk, Andrew Radin, Olesya Tkacheva, and Jenny
Oberholtzer. Lessons From Russia’s Operations in Crimea and Eastern Ukraine. [Research Report]. Santa Monica:

10
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field will benefit from their merits immensely, by focusing on the role of history it will fill a

lacuna on the subject.

One of the few authors who placed historical and identity factors under scrutiny during the
establishment of the two self-proclaimed republics, besides the importance of foreign influence
and support from the local elites, is Andrew Wilson.** However, even though he gives credit to
historical narratives and their possible influence, Wilson does not explore exactly how history
can be used to shift public discussion and influence the course of policy making. Both Donetsk
and Luhansk People’s Republics had to build everything from scratch — the same goes for the
interpretation of the past. Depending on the historical memory which appears to be alive among

the Eastern Ukraine society people can show support towards particular political promises.

Another branch of studies of the Eastern Ukrainian conflict focuses on already existing regional
split in the society. As mentioned in the beginning of this paper, Ukrainian society was
fragmented for centuries. For example, Lowell W. Barrington explores the grounds of ethnical,
regional and linguistic divisions in Ukraine before the latest conflict began in 2014.* Stylianos
A. Sotiriou examines how enduring regional political preferences, embedded in a fragmented
national identity framework, have been serving as destabilizing factors in the eastern part of the

country.*®

Some scholars argue that the split occurred because regional identities were always more potent.
For example, Ihor Stebelsky also focuses on the regional split that might have strengthened
separatist moods in Donbas and emphasizes the growing Soviet nostalgia in the region.
According Stebelsky, regional identities in the East of Ukraine surpass the national ones:

RAND Corporation, 2017.
http://search.ebscohost.com.proxy.library.uu.nl/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk& AN=1532756 &site=ehost-live.
12 Marko Bojcun. "Origins of the Ukrainian Crisis." Critique 43 no. 3-4, (2015): 395-419.

3 Katchanovski, The Separatist War in Donbas; For more articles by Katchanovski see: “The Politics of World War
IT in Contemporary Ukraine.” The Journal of Slavic Military Studies 27 no. 2 (2014): 210-233.

“ Andrew Wilson. “The Donbas in 2014: Explaining Civil Conflict Perhaps, but not Civil War.” Europe-Asia
Studies 68 no. 4, (2016): 631-652.

> Lowell W. Barrington. “Examining Rival Theories of Demographic Influences on Political Support: The Power of
Regional, Ethnic, and Linguistic Divisions in Ukraine.” European Journal of Political Research41, no. 4 (2002):
455-491.

16 Stylianos A. Sotiriou. “The irreversibility of history: the case of the Ukrainian crisis (2013—2015).” Southeast
European and Black Sea Studies 16 no. 1 (2016): 51-70.

11
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“prevalence of regional over nation identity rather than the use of Russian language influenced
how receptive the population was to Kremlins active geopolitical discourse”.!” Stebelsky does
not deny that history had major influence because of its emotive appeal: “history is a specific
form of narrative that develops social identity, cohesion and purpose. It plays a major role in the
formation of national, ethnic religious and regional identities”.*® However, he does not show how
exactly the influence is passed on. It is quite evident from the statements of separatist leaders that
by bringing back the past and creating personal ties with it (for example, talking about relatives
who fought bravely against fascists during the World War I1) they are trying to provoke an
emotional response. Glenn Diesen and Conor Keane also focus on region-building as well as
nation-building. They emphasize the importance of historical narratives in both processes: “the
objectives of the former Soviet republics have ranged from developing a distinctive or opposing
identity to Russia in order to cement sovereignty and independence, to various degrees of
leveraging from the shared history to advance a social, economic and security agenda”.*® Even
though Diesen and Keane acknowledge the importance of history in the political processes
(which also include of nation and region-building in Ukraine) they do not focus on the exact

ways how history is implemented to achieve various political goals.

As the question of identity in overall state-building process plays a big part as well, Volodymyr
Kulyk analyses transformation of identity of Russian-speakers in independent Ukraine and what
influenced the shift towards more Ukrainian or, on the contrary, more Russian oriented identities.
Because a big part of Soviet heritage is usage of Russian language, Kulyk bases his research on
surveys “of those people who use predominantly Russian in their everyday lives and the meaning
they attach to their perceived belonging to the Ukrainian nation”.?’ Vohla Charnysh also focuses
on divisions on linguistic basis. As both Russian and Ukrainian nations share the same religion
and similar languages, the latter is considered to be one of the main reasons of regional
fragmentation in Ukraine. About half (47.7%) of those surveyed by the Kiev International

Sociology Institute (KIIS) think Russian should be made official in the regions with large

7 Ihor Stebelsky. “A tale of two regions: geopolitics, identities, narratives, and conflict in Kharkiv and the Donbas.”
Eurasian Geography and Economics 59 no. 1 (2018): 30.

'8 Stebelsky, A tale of two regions, 32.

19 Glenn Diesen and Conor Keane. “The Two-tiered Division of Ukraine: Historical Narratives in Nation-building
and Region-building”. Journal of Balkan and Near Eastern Studies 19, no.3 (2017): 313.

20 \/olodymyr Kulyk. “Identity in Transformation: Russian-speakers in Post- Soviet Ukraine”, Europe-Asia Studies,
(2017): 1.

12
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Russian-speaking populations. People who support elevating the status of the Russian language
live primarily in Eastern and Southern parts of Ukraine and in cities.?! Therefore, some scholars
believe that language serves great purpose in justifying the war. According to Charnysh, in
Ukraine language arguably evokes strong sentiments because of the emotional scars left by
centuries of forced russification under the Russian tsars and the Soviet government. In the
nineteenth century there was a major increase of Russian settlers in Ukraine. In 1863 Russia
issued a ban on publication of religious and educational texts in Ukrainian language. During the
Soviet period, Ukrainian language went through a turbulent period — the use of it was

encouraged, then banned, then encouraged again.

A conclusion can be made that language is embedded into historical memory and can be used as
an argument to achieve other goals on the political agenda. However, Elise Giuliano questions
the linguistic approach and argues that “there is no a priori reason why people’s linguistic
identity trims other identities and interests”.” She states that “cthnic and linguistic identities do
not translate directly into political alienation from the central state when politicians initiate
campaigns for secession”.?> However, she agrees that nationalist movements in Ukraine added to
tensions between Ukrainians and Russians — the later are often being scapegoated for Ukraine’s
problems. Guliano concludes that popular support for separatism in Donbas developed further,
but only amongst the minority of the population. She claims that “propaganda concerning ethnic
and cultural categories has not produced separatism among a majority of the target population
(ethnic Russians or Russophones)”.?* Guliano argues that even though ethnic and linguistic
identities matter, analysts should focus more on political and economic developments that
inevitably cause changes in society. She highlights two possible factors that created a deep sense

of alienation among Ukrainian citizens in Donbas area:

1. The material interest of industrial workers in preserving economic ties to Russia, and

21 \yolha Charnysh. “Analysis of Current Events: Identity Mobilization in Hybrid Regimes: Language in Ukrainian
Politics." Nationalities Papers 41, no. 1 (2013): 5.

%2 Elise Giuliano. “The Social Bases of Support for Self-determination in East Ukraine”, Ethnopolitics 14 no. 5,
(2015): 517.

% Giuliano, The Social Bases of Support for Self-determination in East Ukraine, 520.

** Giuliano, The Social Bases of Support for Self-determination in East Ukraine, 520.

13
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2. Nostalgia for the Soviet Union was strengthened by developments following the Orange
Revolution and after the Maidan that emphasized an ethnically exclusivist Ukrainian

national identity, and gave voice to the ultranationalist far right in national politics.?

Even though some scholars notice the growing Soviet nostalgia in the Eastern parts of Ukraine,
feelings that are developing in other parts of the country are quite the opposite. One of the
articles supporting my claim of bringing back the past to the political agenda to achieve a set of
goals today was written by Nicolas Dreyer. According to Dreyer, “in the most general terms, the
historical experiences by the peoples of the Soviet Union of the major twentieth-century
catastrophes have been framed rhetorically by today’s Russia and Ukraine in ways which
discredit the other and bolster the legitimacy of one’s own position”.?® The Ukrainian
government openly accuses Russia and pro-Russian separatists in the East of repeating crimes of
Stalinist era. At the same time, Russia’s, DNR and LNR officials have enriched its discourse
with a victimizing approach by framing Russian-speakers in Ukraine as victims of Ukrainian
anti-Russian policies and rhetorically as victims of “genocide”.?” Dreyer notices that using the
term “genocide” on a political level possibly strengthens the popular sense that Russian-speakers
in Ukraine are in grave danger and in need of a protection — both by the indifferent volunteers
who picked up their weapons, and Russian government. A broader overview of the 20™ century
history of Ukraine, memories such as Holodomor and Nazi occupation and how they are

interpreted today was concluded by David R. Marples. %

As Sanshiro Hosaka summarized in his work, “in Ukraine, the issue of historical memories has
been traditionally far more controversial than social, economic and foreign policy issues, and is
often used to mobilise the electorate”.?® There is no doubt that history plays a role in setting a

political agenda — but there is no certain way to tell how it works exactly. The analysis of the

% Giuliano, The Social Bases of Support for Self-determination in East Ukraine, 515.

% Nicolas Dreyer. “Genocide, Holodomor and Holocaust Discourse as Echo of Historical Injury and as Rhetorical
Radicalization in the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict of 2013-18.” Journal of Genocide Research 20, no. 4 (2018): 546.
%’ Dreyer, Genocide, Holodomor and Holocaust Discourse, 551.

%8 David R. Marples. Heroes and Villains : Creating National History in Contemporary Ukraine. New York: Central
European University Press, 2007. Accessed August 2, 2019. ProQuest Ebook Central.

%% Sanshiro Hosaka. “Hybrid Historical Memories in Post-Euromaidan Ukraine.” Europe-Asia Studies, 71 no. 4,

(2019): 553.
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discourses of DNR and LNR, and their use of “history”, therefore, provide us with an important

case study, which is the subject of this thesis.

1.2 Theoretical framework

To fully explore the chosen topic and analyse how historical narratives are adapted to fit in the
political agenda, 1 will base my research on the framing theory. The aim of the paper is to
explore the use of particular frame in separatist statements: “ethnic Russians are again facing
oppression and therefore want to pursue secession from Ukraine”. It was used on many
occasions in the media and also powerful leaders of foreign countries. For example, Russian
president VIadimir Putin has repeatedly expressed his wishes to protect the rights of ethnic
Russians and Russian-speakers in all post-Soviet countries — this was one of the core
justifications for Russia annexing Crimea peninsula in March 2014. Therefore, another aim of
this research is to understand what historic context is being used to explain and prove that the

image of the enemy is true and the conflict in Ukraine is justifiable.

As the armed uprising in the Eastern Ukraine can be defined as a social or/and ideological
movement, | will set the key components of framing a social/ideological movement. Robert
Benford and David Snow explain how frames help to render events or occurrences meaningful
and thereby function to organize experience and guide action.®® Frames are used to simplify “the
world around” and present one perception of specific issue to a large group of people. Because
historical narratives are already shared by the members of society as a collective memory, they
can become a useful framing tool. As was established earlier, Ukrainian society was already
divided on many levels before the conflict started: changes in the language policies,
interpretation of history, further state development (as in choosing “pro-European” or “pro-

Russian” path), etc.

% Robert D. Benford and David A. Snow. “Framing Processes and Social Movements: An Overview and
Assessment.” Annual Review of Sociology 26, no. 1 (2000): 614.
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According to Snow and Benford, frames are “intended to mobilize potential adherents and
constituents, to garner bystander support, and to demobilize amtagonists”.31 In my case that
would be Ukrainian government that is oppressing the Russian population in Donbas and is
getting in a way of the peace settlement. It is clear that historical connotations used by separatist
leaders have major mobilizing power and are being used to easily divide the population of
Ukraine into “adherents” and “antagonists”. Of course, both sides of the conflict perceive
themselves as being right and other side being wrong — | argue that a major part of that
confrontation comes from the lack of one, generally accepted interpretation of the past. In most
cases, frames are constructed on shared understanding of the particular groups what is wrong,
what need to change and who it is to blame. They urge adherents to act certain way. As this
research aims to analyse use of historical narratives to justify violence, it goes without saying
that information spread by various media channels can encourage people to act a certain way.

Moreover, Richard Jackson and Helen Dexter argue that “the structures that enable or precipitate
organized political violence require human agents to trigger or unlock their violence-generating
potential: a great many societies endure conditions that are seemingly ‘ripe’ for large-scale
political violence, sometimes for decades at a time, without ever actually experiencing it" % If a
part of society has suppressed anger/disappointment/traumatic past experiences, all it takes to
spark a conflict is to “unleash” the potential that is already there. As Jackson and Dexter present
it, “all social practices take place within a set of conditions that enable certain actions and
constrain others”.*® In order to do so, parties that are interested in starting the conflict can use
media framing. According to Jackson and Dexter, “violence is deeply embedded in the very idea
of the state and is constantly reproduced through those practices that constitute the sovereign
state. Nationalism, protection, justice, law, humanitarianism, revolution are all historically

rooted, deeply embedded cultural narratives that serve to legitimate certain norms of violence”.®*

Going further from this point, an assumption can be made that society members that have certain
ideas already embedded into their belief system are easily mobilized into movements. According

%1 Benford, Snow. Framing Processes and Social Movements, 615.

% Richard Jackson and Helen Dexter. “The Social Construction of Organised Political Violence: An Analytical
Framework.” Civil Wars 16 no:1, (2014): 3.

% Jackson and Dexter, The Social Construction of Organised Political Violence, 4.

% Jackson and Dexter, The Social Construction of Organised Political Violence, 6.
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to Benford and Snow, ,,movements function as carriers and transmitters of mobilizing beliefs and
ideas, to be sure; but they are also actively engaged in the production of meaning for participants,
antagonists, and observers. The productive work may involve the shaping and structuring of
existing meanings”.* Uprising in Donbas can be described as a social movement because its
main goal is to achieve societal change. The support came not only from armed volunteers (even
though armed forces of DNR rely heavily on the volunteer power). Separatist movement also
involves political organizations, as there were 4 active political parties in DNR during 2014-
2015.

Looking over separatist claims it is easy to notice that they took already existing meanings (that
occurred because of the split in society on the basis of historical memory) and created an
understanding that history is repeating itself and Ukrainians have to rise again against fascism as
their grandfathers did. (Particular narratives and ways they were employed will be provided in
the analysis section of this paper). Benford and Snow claim that social movements “frame or
assign meaning to and interpret relevant events and conditions in ways that are intended to
mobilize potential adherents and constituents, to garner bystander support, and demobilize
antagonists”. % This can be seen in separatist’s speeches by creating “us” and “them” divide.
Ukrainian army is being downgraded by shaming them for inability to stand for the right thing,
succumbing to pressure and collaborating with “fascist junta”. Armed resistance in Donbas is
being hailed for continuing the glorious mission of their ancestors and fighting for what is right —

and the right thing in this situation is determined by leaders of the separatist movement.

1.3 Methodology

In order to see how much chosen rhetoric of separatist leaders effects society and what role the
embedding of the historical narratives plays, I will use the method of discourse analysis. As a
research methodology it includes a broad range of different approaches to analyse textual

% Robert D. Benford and David A. Snow. “Ideology, Frame Resonance and Participant Mobilization.” International
Social Movement Research, no. 1. (1988): 198.
% Benford, Snow. Ideology, Frame Resonance and Participant Mobilization, 198.
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sources.®” Importantly, discourse analysis embraces a social constructivist epistemology, as it
sees reality as constructed through social interactional processes.®® Speeches and public
announcements of political leaders serve as an example for the citizens they represent. Therefore,
their conceptions of national identity, as well as their interests, best represent perception of the
whole Donbas region’s identity and interests. While speaking to the public, leaders of separatist
movements in Donetsk, such as A. Zakharchenko and P. Gubarev, emphasize the inevitability of
war and provide various justifications for it. As mentioned previously, they often rely on historic

memory that is still important in Ukraine’s political and cultural life.

Nelson Phillips and Cynthia Hardy define discourse as a “particular way of talking about an
understanding the world (or an aspect of world)”.*® According to James Paul Gee, discourses are
“ways in which we humans integrate words, deeds interactions, thoughts, feelings, objects, tools,
times and places to enact and recognize different socially-situated identities”.** Michael Foucault
defines discourse as “not an ideal, timeless form. [...] it is, from beginning to an end, historical —
a fragment of history [...] posing its own limits, its divisions, its transformations, the specific
modes of its temporality”.** Moreover, according to Foucault, “truth is a discursive construction
and different regimes of knowledge determine what is true and false”.** By using historical
narratives that are known to a large portion of society and are perceived as a non-negotiable
truth, separatists can indeed determine what is right and what is wrong. Therefore, because the
truth is unattainable, it is fruitless to ask whether something is true or false. Instead, the focus

should be on how effects of truth are created in discourses.

Marianne Jgrgensen and Louise Phillips claim that discourse analysis can be focused on power
relations in society and possibilities for societal change. Leaders (of any kind) are the ones who
are most likely to implement the changes and convince the members of society that change is

needed and it is in their best interest to follow. Consequently, as this research focuses on

¥ Nelson Phillips and Cynthia Hardy. Discourse Analysis: Investigating Processes of social Construction. Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, (2002): 18.

% Phillips, Hardy. Discourse Analysis, 2.

% Marianne Jargensen, and Louise Phillips. Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method. Los Angeles, CA: Sage,
(2011): 1.

%0 James Paul Gee. An Introduction to Discourse Analysis: Theory and Method. London: Routledge, (2014): 61.

*! Jgrgensen and Phillips, Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method, 12.

“2 Jgrgensen and Phillips, Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method, 13.
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separatist leaders in Eastern Ukraine, discourse analysis proves to be a suitable way to analyse
their statements and the effects their words (and actions) have on society. Because this research
is heavily based on the analysis of language and how it is being used to influence social opinion
and reach political goals, further part of methodological framework regarding discourse analysis

will be focused on language.

James Paul Gee argues that discourse analysis “is based on the details of speech or writing that
are arguably deemed relevant in the context, and that are relevant to the arguments the analysis is
attempting to make”.*> He makes a point that discourse analysis is not based on all the physical

features present — judgments are heavily based on the analyst.

Gee points out 7 building tasks of discourse analysis: significance, practices (activities),
identities, relationships, politics, connections, and sign systems and knowledge. For this
particular research the building tasks of relationships and politics are the most relevant. First one
focuses on building and sustaining social relationships and the second — on “creating,
distributing, or withholding social goods or constituting particular distributions of social goods

as ‘good’ and ‘acceptable’ or not”. **

One way to establish the norms that are universally acceptable is through exercising political
power. Jorgensen and Phillips rely on Foucault’s ideas that “power is responsible both for
creating our social world and for the particular ways in which the world is formed and can be
talked about, ruling out the alternative ways of being and talking”.* As was previously noted by
Gee, power relations also establish what is “good” and “acceptable” in the society. Therefore, to
construct a certain narrative, separatist leaders in DNR create power relations through their
appearances in the media, answers to the press and statements at public events. Separatists use
particular language in the context of an armed conflict that was, for the biggest part, started on a
national basis. Using particular historic memories that resonate with the majority of DNR

residents they give those memories new layers and create a narrative that “history is repeating

*% Gee, An Introduction to Discourse Analysis, 136.
* Gee, An Introduction to Discourse Analysis, 141.
% Jgrgensen and Phillips, Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method, 3.
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itself”’. By comparing government in Kyiv to followers of Stepan Bandera and accusing them of
nationalism, separatist leaders bring out memories of the World War Il which are important in
the contemporary social discourse. For example, the world “genocide” is also being used in a
different context — not to describe the historic events of World War 1l, but to accuse the
Ukrainian government of oppressing its own people. Because of the strong emotional charge that
these narratives bring into society, they can be adapted to the ideology that is being projected by
the ones in power — in this case that would be separatist leaders.

Discourse analysis allows looking into systematic occurrences of specific variables. Therefore,
the exact way to implement discourse analysis should become clear after | have selected a set of
speeches, public announcements and video material to analyse. Secondary sources will be used
to define the historical narratives that are likely to be used by separatist movements in Ukraine
and provide more background information on the interpretation of history in the modern state. As
primary sources | will use a set of examples from 2014-2015 and analyse them from the
perspective of framing — how separatist leaders construct their message to justify the war. The
examples will include official statements and interviews by separatist leaders in Donetsk and
video content from YouTube. Separatist leaders often mention both DNR and LNR in their
speeches and emphasise the need of sticking together. However, in this research I will be
focusing on the leaders of DNR as they are more outspoken and more frequently cited in media

outlets.

A number of public statements by the government of DNR are published on YouTube. Most of
the statements in question are video messages, some of them are also provided in written form.
One of the most outspoken leaders of DNR was Aleksander Zakharchenko. For example, in
November 2014, he stated that after the elections in Donbas, local government will start working
on a genocide case.*® Another vocal leader of armed uprising in Donbas is Pavel Gubarev who
proclaimed he will serve as “People’s Governor” just after the seizure of governmental buildings
in Donetsk in April 2014. Gubarev has also published a book on his ideas of Novorossiya in
2016.

*®  Pravda.ru. “Anekcamnp 3axapuerko: Ilocae  BEIGODOB MBI OTKPOEM  1eIO O  reHoume.”

https://www.pravda.ru/news/world/formerussr/ukraine/02-11-2014/1233868-doneck-0/ (accessed on March 30,
2019). Note: this and further translations provided by the author.
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One of the most active YouTube channels that produce content on Ukrainian crisis belongs to
Russia-based news agency ‘“News Front”. The channel was established on November 25, 2014.
Although it has 406 625 subscribers, “News Front” videos have 444 229 500 views in total.*’
These numbers suggest that the content from this channel reaches wide audience that might not
be interested in constant news-flow from Ukraine, but searches for specific content. Videos
shared on this channel usually rely on graphic images with heavy emotional charge (for example,
interviews with the relatives of the fallen soldiers, montages of ruined towns with a sentimental
song in the background). There is a consistent theme going through most reporting from the war
zone — Russian speaking fighters in the East are being slaughtered by the Ukrainian military
forces. As mentioned in the literature review, the narrative of “genocide” is often used by
separatist movement leaders to target their potential audience. Moreover, majority of the content
is in Russian with a possible intention to strengthen the nationalistic charge of the videos.
However, the channel has branches in different languages — Bulgarian, English, German and
Serbian. As their main mission, creators state “to provide a non-stop information flow and to
oppose lies and slander with truth and facts”. Most of the videos by News Front start (or end)
with a call for financial support for the channel which leads to believe that it is subsidized by the
audience. However, there is high possibility of support provided by the outside (probably
foreign) agents that are interested in spreading similar content.

1.4 Thesis outline

I will begin the analysis of chosen topic with a broader explanation of historical context that will
be provided in the chapter 2. There | will focus on the influence of such personalities as Stepan
Bandera and what does their legacy mean in today’s Ukraine. Also, | will explain why the
memories of the Soviet victory in World War Il is still important and how growing Soviet
nostalgia influenced the shift of Donbas towards some sort of secession from Ukraine and
developing closer relations with Russia. Moreover, in chapter 2 | will touch on the idea of

Novorossiya and what was its role in separatist political agenda.

*"'YouTube channel “News Front” statistics.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCt94dhpYVO061IMOTXcGXt3eQ/about (accessed on August 6, 2019)
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In the beginning of chapter 3 | will present the actors of my research, Aleksander Zakharchenko
and Pavel Gubarev. After providing some more information on who those people are and why
they gained the trust of people in DNR, | will continue on analysing their statements form a
selected set of videos retrieved from a YouTube channel “News Front”. The analysis will include
direct quotes and some visual symbols that are being used to amplify the message. | will split the
chapter 3 according to ways separatist leaders use history to justify violence: by deepening the
already existing divide in the society, by creating an image of credible leader and mostly — by
creating a sense that history is repeating itself by comparing current situation in Ukraine to the
memories of World War 1l. Chapter 4 will provide conclusions and general reflections on my

research.
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2. One state two nations: the historical origins of the regional split in Ukraine

As mentioned in the beginning of this paper, fragmentation of Ukrainian society is not a novelty.
However, a deeper split emerged after the collapse of USSR. As did all the post-Soviet states,
Ukraine too had to re-construct itself both on a national and international level. Nationally, it had
to negotiate an ambivalent economic and cultural position between the Russian-speaking
majority in the East and the Ukrainian-speaking population in the Western regions.
Internationally, Ukraine had to choose between more western-leaning countries of Eastern
Europe and Russia, which seemed closer because of the economic ties and linguistic/cultural

similarities, but was tainted by negative memories of the past.

The newly formed Russia expected Ukraine to go “Eastern” and become a close ally. As Serhii
Plokhy writes in his book “The Last Empire”, in the very beginning of post-Soviet state building
process many hoped that Ukraine will become an integral part of Russian Federation: “they were
prepared to let the Baltics go and hoped that the Central Asian republics would stop demanding
subsidies from the centre, but no one in Yeltsin’s entourage had ever imagined releasing Slavic
Ukraine — a nightmare scenario”.*® However, despite the wishes of dissolving Soviet Union,
Ukraine declared its sovereignty in the summer of 1990 — according to Plokhy, Ukraine cleared
the way for other republics that “were run by the communist or former communist

nomenklatura”.*°

As the years went by, the government of Ukraine leaned more to the West and started working
on the membership in the European Union and NATO. However, nation and state building
processes turned out into big political disputes which resulted in violent clashes. The current
conflict in Donbas emerged following the 21 November 2013 Euromaidan demonstrations
condemning the decision by Ukrainian government not to sign an agreement with EU, which

both preceded and affected this conflict by producing a spiral of escalating violence and

“8 plokhy, Serhii. The Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet Union (London: Oneworld Book, 2015), 173.
* plokhy, The Last Empire, 173.
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overthrowing Viktor Yanukovych and his government. In contrast, the opposition protests during
the Euromaidan in Eastern and Southern Ukraine, especially in Crimea and Donbas, were limited
and were often confronted by the pro-government “titushki” mercenary agents who supported the
Ukrainian police force posing as street hooligans with the express purpose of performing illegal

acts.

The violence against the protesters resulted in overthrow of the Yanukovych government which
encouraged the separatist rebellion in Donbas. Those changes also led to a shift of power in the
Donetsk and Luhansk regions, which until that point were strongholds of Yanukovych and his
Party of Regions. Starting in March 2014, unarmed and armed separatists seized and occupied
regional administrations, security service (SBU), and police headquarters in Donetsk, Luhansk,
and other cities and towns in these regions. Eventually, the Donetsk People's
Republic (DNR, Russian: Jounéyxkas  Hapoonass  Pecnyonuxa) and  Luhansk  People's
Republic (LNR, Russian: Jlyeanckas Hapoonas Pecnybauxa) were formed in early April 2014.

Despite various depictions in the world media, the divide between eastern and western parts of
Ukraine was not created on the Maidan square. Roots of the split in Ukrainian society date back
centuries. However, to fulfil the purpose of this research and uncover more recent events and the
rise of separatism in Donbas region, | will focus on the history of 20" century, specifically

memories of World War 11.

2.1 Importance of the legacy and memory of Stepan Bandera in contemporary Ukraine

After dissolution of the Soviet Union, the new government of Ukraine faced many challenges:
not only on with rebuilding a democratic governance system and effective socio-economic
structures, but also with setting a historical narrative which would be followed further on, as the
new state develops relations with other members of international community. Glenn Diesen and
Conor Keane write that “the objectives of the former Soviet republics have ranged from
developing a distinctive or opposing identity to Russia in order to cement sovereignty and

independence, to various degrees of leveraging from the shared history to advance a social,
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economic and security agenda”.> Literature has already shown that this was one of the greatest
challenges for Ukraine because the society was extremely polarized on key historical issues such
as perception of Stepan Bandera and his role in World War Il. Legacy of Ukrainian Insurgent
Army (UPA) and Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) emerges in the centre of public

discussion as well.

For a 20" century historical figure, Stepan Bandera is still very much present and can be
considered as a somewhat household name. Russian and separatist media, as well as the militants
themselves, often refer to the transitional government in Kyiv as “Bandera Junta” or
“Benderovites”. Needless to say, the following description carries a heavy historical and
emotional charge. Bandera was involved with a more radical wing of OUN and is deemed as a
controversial figure in Ukraine till this day. He is accused of helping to orchestrate the genocide
of Poles in Volhynia in the late 1942 and collaborating with Nazi Germany throughout the World
War Il. As quoted by David R. Marples, Bandera’s grandson stated that “even now, 44 years
after his assassination, the name ‘Bandera’ is used to frighten people, particularly in Eastern
Ukraine”.”* Surveys also show that this particular view towards his personality are indeed strong
and vary on a regional basis. If Bandera is glorified by some in Kyiv and Western Ukraine, he is
accused of fascism in the heavily ethnic-Russian East and South of the country. There memories
are still fresh: current discussion about the past very much resembles Soviet-era campaigns that
sought to discredit Bandera, and his quest for a Ukrainian homeland, by playing up his ties to
Nazi Germany. In the 2010 Research & Branding Group Survey concluded that 48% of the
respondents in the West, compared to 20% in the Central Ukraine, and 8% in the South and the
East, agreed that Bandera deserved the “Hero of Ukraine” title. Conversely, 27% in the West,
59% in the Central Ukraine, and 82% in the South and the East believed that he did not deserve
this title.”?

Memories and opinions on UPA and OUN also differ on a regional level. Similar to the

perception of Bandera’s legacy, these organizations receive more praise in the West and are

% Diesen and Keane, The Two-tiered Division of Ukraine, 313.

*! David R. Marples. “Stepan Bandera: The Resurrection of a Ukrainian National Hero.” Europe-Asia Studies58, no.
4 (2006): 556.

%2 lvan Katchanovski. “Terrorists or National Heroes? Politics of the OUN and the UPA in Ukraine”. Paper prepared
for presentation at the Annual Conference of the Canadian Political Science Association, Montreal, June 1-3, 2010
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frowned upon in the East and South. UPA was paramilitary nationalist organization, created in
1942 and mostly active during World War 11. The main purpose of UPA was the formation of an
independent Ukrainian state. OUN was established in 1929 by radical Ukrainian activists and

first operated in Eastern Galicia (interwar Poland).

According to Per Anders Rudling, in April 1940 OUN saw a split between the younger and more
radical wing led by Stepan Bandera and a more “moderate” wing led by the older generation.
Rudling writes that members of OUN envisioned Ukraine as “ethnically homogenous state for
the Ukrainian people, free of Jews, Poles, Russians and other minorities. The future Ukraine
would be a “national dictatorship,” where all rival political parties would be banned”. >3

It is important to keep in mind the state-organized political violence campaigns carried out by the
Soviet and German governments after territories were divided according to the Ribbentrop-
Molotov pact in 1939. Because of the brutalities carried out by the Red Army, people of Ukraine
turned against it and saw Germany as a possible ally. According to Rudling, “pro-Soviet
sympathies that were particularly strong among sections of the Ukrainian population of Western
Ukraine prior to the war, particularly in Volhynia, were much weakened during the occupation of
1939-41. Instead, the appeal of OUN’s radical anti-Polish, anti-Russian and anti-Semitic

nationalism now grew among the Western Ukrainians”.>*

However, after the Soviet Union disappeared from the map, the effect of institutionalised history
in Ukraine stayed after independence. The pro-Soviet perception of the past is still strong in the
East of the country — this is where the rejection and negative memories of OUN come from.
Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe argues that “in the Soviet Union and its satellite states, national and
radical right movements were an important part of Soviet propaganda, which exacerbated their

[OUN] crimes and named and shamed them for massacres that they did not perform”.>

>3 per Anders Rudling. “Historical representation of the wartime accounts of the activities of the OUN—UPA
(Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists—Ukrainian Insurgent Army).” East European Jewish Affairs 36 no. 2
(2006): 166.

> Rudling, Historical representation of the wartime accounts of the activities of the OUN-UPA, 165. For more
insights on OUN-UPA by Rudling see: “The Cult of Roman Shukhevych in Ukraine: Myth Making with
Complications.” Fascism 5, no. 1 (2016): 26-65. https://doi-org.proxy.library.uu.nl/10.1163/22116257-00501003

% Grzegorz Rossolinski-Liebe. “Debating, obfuscating and disciplining the Holocaust: post-Soviet historical
discourses on the OUN-UPA and other nationalist movements.” East European Jewish Affairs 42 no. 3 (2012): 200.
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However, he notices that intelligentsia from the West deemed OUN and UPA as anti-Soviet,
hence — democratic and unlikely to participate in any atrocities. Andrii Portnov also agrees that
current tension in Ukraine is often split into “the dichotomy between the innocent, sacred nation
of traditionalists and the complicated, disturbing narrative of their opponents,” that is liberal
intellectuals and historians”.>® However, Portnov argues that this binary approach does not take
into account supporters of Russian and post-Soviet narratives that are the main question of this
research. He emphasizes the fact that there is no middle ground in the discussion about Ukraine’s
past and the debate is quite black and white: it is either pro-Soviet or ultra-nationalistic which is
becomes evident while looking through social media accounts of various organizations or
reading articles in the news. Negative memories from the past are often brought up not only in
intellectual discussions but in the media as well. Kyiv and Western part of Ukraine are depicted
as exploiters of the East. For example, as written in Lenta.ru, “in Donbas everybody knows that
the “westerners” not only glorify the “accomplice of Nazis” Stepan Bandera and “hate
everything that’s Russian”. They also live at the expense of “hard working Donetsk
coalminers”.>” According to the reporters who spoke with local people, to them federalization of
Ukraine (or even a secession from the state) seems simple and would solve many of the

economic problems and restore historical justice.

However, as the economic factors are not the main point of this research, I will go straight into
history of the divide in contemporary Ukraine which, by any means, was also defined by
government changes. After the Orange Revolution in 2004, President Viktor Yushchenko and
Ukrainian government advocated for ethnic-based conception of a nation, emphasising unique
Ukrainian culture and language. Elise Giuliano notices that during this period, some Ukrainian
elites interpreted the past through Stalinist era crimes (such as The Great Famine of 1932-33,

Holodomor) and depicted Ukraine as a victim of Soviet Union. More extreme versions of this

For more information about OUN-UPA see: Narvselius, Eleonora. "The "Bandera Debate": The Contentious Legacy
of World War Il and Liberalization of Collective Memory in Western Ukraine." Canadian Slavonic Papers / Revue
Canadienne Des Slavistes 54, no. 3/4 (2012): 469-90. For more on Soviet campaigns against OUN see: Zhukov,
Yuri. “Examining the Authoritarian Model of Counter-insurgency: The Soviet Campaign Against the Ukrainian
Insurgent Army”. Small Wars & Insurgencies 18 no. 3 (2007): 439-466.

% Andrii Portnov. “The Holocaust in the Public Discourse of Post-Soviet Ukraine.” In War and Memory in Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus, edited by Julie Fedor, Jussi Lassila, Markku Kangaspuro and Tatiana Zhurzhenko, Palgrave
Macmillan Memory Studies, (2017): 347.

" Lenta.ru. “Pycckumii u Geccmpiciennsit.” https://lenta.ru/articles/2014/03/06/donbass (accessed on August 1,
2019).
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view celebrate Bandera and factions of OUN. Advocates of these ideas associate post-Soviet
Russia and ethnic Russians with Soviet Union. Because Maidan protests and general pro-
European approach of the new government did not receive much support in the East, DNR is
consequently considered as “pro-Soviet” and “anti-Ukrainian”. Consequently, citizens of DNR
share resentful feelings towards the new government and accuse them of being nationalistic and
following the footsteps Bandera, UON and UPA. Most of the time the reason behind the heated
debate is the lack of one historical narrative that both Western and Eastern Ukraine agree on.

After the independence in 1991, the “right” interpretation of history became a defining factor of
Ukrainian politics — that is why events that happened more than 70 years ago still hold the
attention and bolster the public discussion. Even though many historians have now confirmed
that Bandera himself was in captivity for the most events that he is being associated with, David
R. Marples notes that negative connotations towards Bandera are a part of Soviet legacy. In order
to shape the public understanding of the past and adapt it to fit in the narrative of the Great
Patriotic War, Soviet government constructed continuous propaganda campaigns: “the Soviet
authorities never desisted from using the appellation ‘Banderites’ or ‘Banderovites’, with various
descriptions of members of this army as “Ukrainian — German nationalists”, agents of “Anglo
American imperialists”, “bandits”, and “traitors to the Motherland”.%® Yuliya Yurchuk adds to
those statements and writes that during the Soviet era the OUN and UPA were “stigmatized as a
small anomalous group of “bourgeois nationalists” and “fascist collaborators” against the
broader picture of the “normal” brethren Ukrainian people who welcomed Soviet rule and
“reunification” with the Russian people”.”® She emphasizes that the division of the world into
fascist (bad) ant anti-fascist (good) originated during the World War 11 and is still pretty much
alive today: “the anti-fascist banner was used as a key justification for Soviet ideology and as
proof of the superiority of the Soviet system”.60 Now the same technique is being used by both
separatist leaders and government in Kyiv — they call each other names that carry deep historical
charge in it. From the perspective of a factory worker in Donetsk, the conflict is a fight of “brave

soldiers of Donbas” against the “Banderovites”. On the contrary, a resident from the Western

*% Marples, Stepan Bandera: The Resurrection of a Ukrainian National Hero, 563.

% vuliya Yurchuk. “Reclaiming the Past, Confronting the Past: OUN—UPA Memory Politics and Nation Building in
Ukraine (1991-2016).” In War and Memory in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, edited by by Julie Fedor, Jussi Lassila,
Markku Kangaspuro and Tatiana Zhurzhenko, Palgrave Macmillan Memory Studies, (2017): 109.

% yurchuk, Reclaiming the Past, Confronting the Past, 108.
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city sees the conflict as resistance of Ukrainian patriotes against “vatniki” or “vata” (the term
“vatnik” is used to describe somebody who expresses deep support for Russian policies and
“slavishly supports the regime out of fear, hatred of others, or most often a combination of
both™).%

It goes without saying that politicians manipulating the history to win the elections did not
contribute to resolution of centuries-long dispute over Ukrainian past that divided Western and
Eastern regions. On the contrary, interpretations of the past often became a tool to achieve
political goals and score some additional public support. Depending on the governing party, the
“appropriate” historical narratives differ. For example, in 2010 president Yushchenko presented
Bandera the “Hero of Ukraine” title. This decision angered the society and resulted in mass riots.
The incoming president Viktor Yanukovich declared that the posthumous award was given
illegally, since Bandera was not a citizen of Ukraine. This announcement was confirmed by the
regional court of Donetsk in April 2010. ® Moreover, during the same year the Ministry of
Education presented a new concept for history textbooks used in schools: “OUN and UPA and
their leaders, Stepan Bandera and Roman Shukhevych, were to be depicted as nationalists and

organizers of mass murders and “will be forever tainted by collaborationism”.%

Historical monuments also showcase the fragmentation of public opinion. According to Per-
Anders Rudling what he described as the “OUN-UPA cult” is more active in the western parts of
Ukraine, but in the east and the south the situation is the opposite: “in Luhansk and Crimea they
erected monuments to the victims of the OUN and UPA.”®* The same tendencies were noticed by
Andre Liebich and Oksana Myshlovska. According to their research, “as of early 2014 there are
46 full-sized statues or busts of Bandera plus 14 plaques,10 all located in L’vivs’ka, Ivano-

8 Jim Kovpak. “Vatnost — Why the West can’t Understand Russia.” Readrussia.com
http://readrussia.com/2015/06/09/vatnost-—why-the-west-cant-understand-russia/ (accessed on August 1, 2019).
%2 Radio Svoboda. “lonempkuit cyx ckacyBaB yka3 lOmenka npo npucBoenns banzaepi 3sanus ['epost.”
Radiosvoboda.org https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/2001219.html (accessed on August 1, 2019).

% Gazeta.ua. “B HoBoM yueGHuKe ncropun bannepa u Illyxesua GyayT youitnamn — Tabaunnk.” Gazeta.ua
https://gazeta.ua/ru/articles/politics/_v-novom-uchebnike-istorii-bandera-i-suhevich-budut-ubijcami-ndash-
tabachnik/342287 (accessed on August 1, 2019).

% Washington Post. “A Ghost of World War II History Haunts Ukraine’s Standoff with Russia.”
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/a-ghost-of-world-war-ii-history-haunts-ukraines-standoff-with-
russia/2014/03/25/18d4b1e0-a503-4f73-aaa7-5dd5d6alc665_story.html?utm_term=.28ad4f971c50 (accessed on
August 1, 2019).
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Frankivs’ka, and Ternopil’s’ka Oblast’s as well as most recently in Rivnens’ka and Volyns’ka
Oblast’s far from what is often referred to as the Banderivs’kyy kray. [...] In addition to these

constructions, over 100 streets have been renamed after Bandera”.®®

All of the provided examples show that glorification of Bandera as a hero of the state bolstered
the narrative of nationalism in Ukrainian government and gave separatist leaders in the East one
more argument to support the armed conflict as a protection from “fascist Bandera junta in Kyiv”
— the same threat that haunted Eastern Ukraine more than 70 years ago. History also became a
tool for Ukrainian government. According to Yurchuk, by praising OUN and UPA as heroes and
martyrs, Ukrainian national democratic opposition wanted to counteract the Soviet narrative.
However, since the Euromaidan demonstrations “the history of radical Ukrainian nationalism
has been instrumentalised by Russian state propaganda that demonizes the OUN and UPA and
equates Ukrainian nationalism with “fascism”. At the same time, the Ukrainian Institute for
National Remembrance promotes “the heroic cult of the OUN and UPA as a model for today’s

fight against the Russian aggression”.®®

The nationalist connotations of Bandera’s past were also enhanced by Vladimir Putin on various
occasions. In his speech welcoming Crimeans into Russia, he declared that he was saving
Crimean people from Ukrainian leaders who are the “ideological heirs of Bandera, Hitler’s
accomplice during World War II”. ® However, nationalists in Ukraine explain the collaboration
between Ukraine Independence Movement and Nazi Germany as a means to an end — freeing the
country from the Soviets. Nationalist organization “Right Sector” (Rus. IIpasewiii cekmop), which
was heavily involved in Euromaidan protests and offered military support to end crisis in

Donbas, bases their ideology on ideas of Bandera.

Yurchuk also emphasizes the importance of symbols that were used during Euromaidan:

“historical symbols and myths played an important role during the Maidan protests, mobilizing

% Andre Liebich, and Oksana Myshlovska. "Bandera: Memorialization and Commemoration." Nationalities Papers
42, no. 5 (2014): 754.

% yurchuk, Reclaiming the Past, Confronting the Past, 110-111.

87 An address given by Vladimir Putin on March 18, 2014. Kremlin.ru
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/20603 (accessed on August 1, 2019).
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people and helping them make sense of the rapidly changing reality”. ®® According to Yarchuk,
the nationalist greeting “Cmnasa Ykpaini! I'eposm cinasa!” (Eng. Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the
heroes!) was repeated by activists and protesters “as a symbol of courage, devotion to Ukraine
and willingness to fight, now came to stand for grief, self-sacrifice, and gratitude of the living to
the dead”.® Separatist leaders often express criticism towards the greeting and will be showcased
in the following chapters (description of their words as “criticism” has been chosen by the author

to keep the speech of this paper up to the academic standards).

All the provided examples prove the point that history is deeply embedded into political sphere
and is being used to achieve certain goals on both sides of Ukrainian conflict. OUN, UPA and
Stepan Bandera are being used as symbols to prove the rightfulness of the official political
agenda or, as it is evident in the east of Ukraine, to oppose it and use as a reminder of the painful

historical passages.

2.2 70 years later: significance of the Great Patriotic War

The narrative of great victory in the Great Patriotic War makes many people in post-Soviet
countries to forget the cost of winning. Serhii Plokhy notices a growing tendency of rising favour
towards Joseph Stalin. In the eyes of many (especially in Russia), Stalin was a great leader who
made Soviet Union into a superpower and won the biggest of the wars — and the number of
people who view Stalin as a positive figure is only growing. Plokhy points out that Ukraine
experienced similar processes as the post-Soviet Russia, but the return of Stalin into the
contemporary public discussion was modest. However, the results of surveys (again) differ on a
regional basis: “in the Western parts of the country only 7% viewed Stalin positively, but in its
Eastern provinces, bordering on Russia, the number of those who viewed Stalin positively
reached 44%, which was comparable with the Russian numbers”.’ According to Anna

Wylegala, the profound historical significance of World War Il for Ukrainians can also be seen

% yurchuk, Reclaiming the Past, Confronting the Past, 125.
% Yurchuk, Reclaiming the Past, Confronting the Past, 125.
" plokhy, When Stalin Lost His Head, 173.
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in data regarding commemorative practices: “in 2013, 82% of Ukrainians considered the Victory

Day (9 May) a great holiday, and 75% intended to celebrate on that day”.”

All in all, the two competing World War Il narratives in Ukrainian society were summed up
perfectly by Plokhy: “the Soviet-era myth of the Great Patriotic War versus that of the Ukrainian
nationalist underground’s heroic resistance to both communists and Nazis”.”? Diesen and Keane
support his point by stating that “in Eastern Ukraine, largely supported by Russia, the dominant
historical narrative conveys a lengthy struggle between ethnic nationalists and pro-fascists
against ‘brotherly peoples’ and anti-fascists. In Western Ukraine, the main countering historical
narrative, which has been endorsed by the West, depicts a struggle between a liberal democratic
European community against Russian authoritarianism and imperialism”.”® The whole concept of
unification with “brotherly peoples” also resonates with raising longing for the Soviet past which

will be discussed in the next chapter.

2.3 Growing Soviet nostalgia

Glorification of victory in the Great Patriotic War has also raised the levels of Soviet nostalgia in
the Eastern Ukraine. Therefore it might be another reason why, as many surveys show, regional
identity in Donbas overcomes the national one. Moreover, during the Cold War Donbas region
was the largest economic power of Ukraine. As a centre of coal mining industry, it is safe to say
Donbas was one of the richest regions in the whole Soviet Union. However, after Ukraine gained
its independence in 1991, the region's economy deteriorated severely in the ensuing years.
According to Pekka Sutela, “the country experienced hyperinflation and an exceptionally huge
production decline for a country not ravaged by a major war. Official GDP collapsed by almost
half from 1990 to 1994, and slow decline continued throughout the decade”.’* In this case,

economy ties closely with historical memory and recent resurrection of Soviet ideology in the

™ Anna Wylegata. “Managing the difficult past: Ukrainian collective memory and public debates on

history.” Nationalities Papers 45 no.5, (2017): 782

72 Plokhy, When Stalin Lost His Head, 178.

7 Diesen and Keane, The Two-tiered Division of Ukraine, 314.

7% pekka Suttela “The Underachiever: Ukraines Economy Since 1991.” Carnegieendowment.org
https://carnegieendowment.org/2012/03/09/underachiever-ukraine-s-economy-since-1991-pub-47451 (accessed on
August 1, 2019).
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public discourse. The dominant Soviet Donbas narrative glorified the miners and industrial
workers as the epitome of the Soviet proletariat. Stebelsky notices that this particular historical
narrative was brought back in the 21% century by the “Party of Regions” to gain voter support —
they blamed the decline of economy on the government in Kyiv and used “Soviet stereotypes to
“other” their political opponents, the supporters of Yushchenko, as the “Orange plague” of
“Ukrainian fascists”.”® Similar tactics of “othering” by using history were implemented by

separatist movements in Donbas as well.

Therefore, reasons for anti-Maidan protests in the East were also based on struggling economy.
Residents of Donbas could not help but compare the current state with the lost prosperity of the
Soviet era. The original issue that started the protests on the Maidan square was president
Yanukovych’s rejection of economic integration with the EU. However, people in Donetsk and
Luhansk (72.5% and 64.3%, respectively) favoured joining the Customs Union over the EU.”
Gulliano explains these numbers by associating them with the fact that Donetsk and Luhansk are
dominated by Soviet-era industry: mining, metallurgy, and machine building. Many of these
industries sell their products to Russia and are not competitive with Western firms. Therefore,
joining the Customs Union and maintaining trade ties with Russia and other post-Soviet states
seemed like a way better solution for the majority of population, whose best interest are stable
jobs and income. According to Gulliano, “a shift in economic orientation toward Europe would

bring uncertainty to the region”.”’

Consequently, as Poroshenko together with post-Maidan government stated that membership in
the EU is the new priority, many workers in Donbas opposed the decision that they thought
posed a direct threat on their jobs and general livelihood. Moreover, many citizens in the South
and East of Ukraine long for Soviet era because “things used to be more orderly, when
“everything used to be linked”’, in the words of one newly minted Ukrainian citizen interviewed
after the Soviet collapse in the early 1990s”.”® Therefore, as the new government expressed a
clear direction towards Europe, many residents of Donbas got worried about the changes such

" Stebelsky, A tale of two regions, 37.

’® Giuliano, The Social Bases of Support for Self-determination in East Ukraine, 518.
7 Giuliano, The Social Bases of Support for Self-determination in East Ukraine, 519.
"8 Giuliano, The Social Bases of Support for Self-determination in East Ukraine, 519.
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policies would bring to the life that they are used to. The element of danger posed on their
unique Russian-based identity and culture emerged later — it was the basic human need to ensure
ones welfare that planted seeds of distrust in the society. However, as previously mentioned,

historical memory in Ukraine has a lot to do with economic situation.

Another possible reason of growing nostalgia is that during Soviet period the history of Ukraine
had been presented as a pursuit for unification of both Ukrainian and Russian nations. In the
Soviet Union all the Slavic people lived great, prosperous live. Therefore, USSR was viewed as
the only recipe for creating successful state. However, as Yurchuk notices in her work, “in the
post-Soviet years, Ukrainian history was re-narrated as a centuries-long struggle for
independence”.”® For example, Leonid Kuchma, the former leader of Ukrainian Soviet Republic,
ran for President in 1994 with a campaign that appealed to the Russian-speaking population in
the East. Promises of better relations with Russian neighbors won Kuchma the place as a leader

of the newly formed state.®

The idea of creating better relations with Russia or even unification into one state is gaining
more and more attention (again, as with many debates in Ukraine, the results of surveys depend
on the region). In a poll conducted by KIIS in the first half of February 2014, 33.2% of people
polled in Donetsk Oblast believed that “Ukraine and Russia must unite into a single state”.®*
When mass protests and violence erupted in the biggest cities across the region in March, the
same poll showed that 77% condemned the takeover of administrative buildings and only 16%
supported the outbreak. KIIS issued a second poll from 8-16 April 2014. 18.1% of Donetsk
Oblast residents supported the recent armed seizures of administrative buildings in the region,
while 72% disapproved of the current actions.?? These numbers lead to a suggestion that in the

end of the day majority of Donbas residents want unity and end of violence. It goes without

" Yurchuk, Reclaiming the Past, Confronting the Past, 114.

8 yurchuk, Reclaiming the Past, Confronting the Past, 116.

8 A survey by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology (KIIS) “The Views And Opinions of South-Eastern
Regions Residents Of Ukraine: April
2014.”http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=302&page=1&y=2014&m=4 (accessed on August 1,
2019)

8 KIIS “The Views And Opinions of South-Eastern Regions Residents Of Ukraine: April
2014.”http://www.kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng&cat=reports&id=302&page=1&y=2014&m=4 (accessed on August 1,
2019)
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saying that the ultimate goal would be peace, and even though leaders of both sides publicly
spoke of ending the military action, there was no significant progress — at least in the sense of
maintaining the ceasefire. Both of Minsk decrees proved to be unsuccessful and both sides of the
conflict, naturally, provide their own arguments behind inability to reach an agreement and why
their side is the right one. One of the reasons might be that separatists had created the “ethnic
Russians in Ukraine are oppressed and therefore have the right to separate”. Because of the
deeply embedded historical memory this frame is particularly hard to dismiss. Dreams of
creating a prosperous state that would bring ethnic Russians together and liberate them from the
Western influence and oppression of their own government might have resulted in revival of the

idea of Novorossiya.
2.4 The birth and death of Novorossiya

The concept of Novorossiya is in a way long and short-lived concept at the same time. Even
though the term itself dates back to 17" century, every time somebody tried to bring it to reality,

the idea would die out quite quickly.

The idea of Novorossiya was on the rise during 2014-2015 because leaders of both DNR and
LNR were looking for ways to get the self-proclaimed states recognized internationally. As for
any idea on the political agenda, it needs to be supported by society — and for a while the idea of
Novorossiya was met with much enthusiasm. Based on historical context, it is not surprising that
leaders of the separatist movements took this concept as a base for one state — the idea of uniting
territories of South-Eastern Ukraine and a couple of Southern Russian regions of the coast of the
Black Sea into one entity was known since the times of Russian empire. It seemed that

Novorossiya found a new purpose in 21* century as well.
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Figure 1 The map of Novorossiya®

On 24 May, 2014 the self-proclaimed DNR and LNR established the confederative “Union of
Novorossiya”. However, the substantial support that the president Petro Poroshenko managed to
gather on the elections 25 May, 2014 showed that the majority of the country is reluctant to

support the idea of Novorossiya and lean towards the idea of Ukraine as it is today.

Nonetheless, the idea of Novorossiya got worldwide attention after Putin mentioned it in his
annual address that he gave a month after the Crimean annexation (April, 2014). He appeared on
the annual call-in show where anybody (or so the official statement says) can ask the president

any question. This is what Putin had to say on the matter of Novorossiya:

“The essential issue is how to ensure the legitimate rights and interests of ethnic Russians and
Russian-speakers in the southeast of Ukraine. | would like to remind you that what was called
Novorossiya (New Russia) back in the tsarist days—Kharkov, Lugansk, Donetsk, Kherson,
Nikolayev, and Odessa—were not part of Ukraine back then. These territories were given to

8 Retrieved from https://edmaps.com/html/novorossiya.html
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Ukraine in the 1920s by the Soviet government. Why? Who knows? They were won by
Potemkin and Catherine the Great in a series of well-known wars. The centre of that territory
was Novorossiysk, so the region is called Novorossiya. Russia lost these territories for various
reasons, but the people remained. Today, they live in Ukraine, and they should be full citizens of

their country. That’s what this is all about”. %

To give more context on the mentioned “tsarist days™: the idea of Novorossiya first emerged on
22 March 1764, when Catherine the Great issued a decree establishing a guberniya (region)
called Novorossiya on the territories of Slavyanoserbiya (in today’s Luhansk region),
Kremenchug province, and the “Ukrainian defence line”.% Even though after a couple of
decades the term seized to exist in official documents, the word “Novorossiya” was not
forgotten. Suslov gives an example of the University of Novorossiya that was established in
Odessa in 1865.% John O’Loughlin, Gerard Toal, and Vladimir Kolosov emphasize that
Novorossiya still has a strong presence in contemporary history: “Novorossiya has both a long
and a contentious was one of a number of Russian nationalist fantasies about Ukraine in the
1990s. Its re-emergence as an alternative territorial vision of Ukraine amidst the tumult of early

2014 took many by surprise”.87

Suslov argues that the concept of Novorossiya has a strong anti-globalisation ideology behind it.
“Most of those nationalistic intellectuals view Novorossiya as a trump card in the ‘big
geopolitical game’ in which the Russian civilisation is withstanding the pressure of the global
West”.28 The reoccurring idea of the need to protect the Russian values (which are often referred
to as “Russian World”) revolves around resisting the influence of the West and keeping Ukraine

within the Russian realm which is deemed to be the only historically appropriate option.

8 Amelia Gentleman. “Putin asserts right to use force in east Ukraine.” Theguardian.com
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/apr/17/vladimir-putin-denies-russian-forces-eastern-ukraine-kiev
(accessed on August 1, 2019).

# Mikhail Suslov. “The Production of ‘Novorossiya’: A Territorial Brand in Public Debates.” Europe-Asia Studies
69 no. 2, (2017): 206.

8 Suslov, The Production of ‘Novorossiya’, 206.

8 John O’Loughlin, Gerard Toal and Vladimir Kolosov. “The rise and fall of “Novorossiya”: examining support for
a separatist geopolitical imaginary in southeast Ukraine.” Post-Soviet Affairs 33 no. 2, (2017): 126.

8 Suslov, The Production of ‘Novorossiya’, 213.
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However, the “stand against the West” in a form of uniting resisting regions in one state did not
last long. On one year anniversary of the proclamation of Novorosiya separatist leaders in both
DNR and LNR made a series of statements acknowledging that Novorossiya seized to exist as an
active geopolitical project. On 18 May 2015 Oleg Tsarev, speaker of the parliament of
‘Novorossiya’, proclaimed the break-up of Novorossiya as a confederative state on the grounds
that its existence had not been stipulated in the Minsk agreements.®® Around the same the same
time Pavel Gubarev’s party “Novorossiya” lost its power in Donetsk and was banned from the
elections, Gubarev himself had survived an assassination attempt. However, Suslov argues that
Novorossiya had served its purpose in the sense of mobilizing people: “the confrontation in
Eastern Ukraine is continuing but Novorossiya is no longer the key component of its ideological
mobilization”.*® He writes that Novorossiya should be understood as a brand “with regional,
transnational, and trans-border dimensions implies that difference is created by inscribing

ideological meaning on particular territory”.%*

Therefore, even though Novorossiya was never a successful geopolitical project, it sure had
reached one goal — destabilizing the region further. As the whole concept of Novorossiya and its
revival in the public debate is tightly associated with outside influence (most of it being Russia),
it is safe to say that history was implemented as a tool to reach political goals. Even though it is
hard to see a success at the first glance (obviously — the project Novorossiya had failed), the
whole bringing back of the idea played its part in the Eastern Ukrainian conflict. It broadened the
discussion on historical memory and one more aspect of it on the national level. Using certain
techniques of persuasion, gathering a support group for such an idea as Novorossiya is not that
difficult — especially when one of the biggest advocates for this concept was (and to some extent
still is) VIadimir Putin. It is highly possible that most residents of Donbas at the time saw him as

a saviour of some sorts and had high hopes for help from Russia.

In their article O’Loughlin, Toal, and Kolosov conducted a survey on the subject of Novorossiya
and public opinion on creating a brand new sovereign state. Their research concludes that the

concept was not brought to life because of insufficient public support and also death of many

® Tomas Hirst. “Putin’s dream on reuniting Russian empire is falling apart”. Businessinsider.com
https://www.businessinsider.com/putin-puts-novorossiya-project-put-on-hold-2015-
5?international=true&r=US&IR=T (accessed on August 1, 2019).

% Suslov, The Production of ‘Novorossiya’, 203.

%t Suslov, The Production of ‘Novorossiya’, 205.
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pro-Russian activists. The whole idea was highly promoted by Russian officials and media —
according to O’Loughlin, Toal, and Kolosov, once the rhetoric became much calmer, the support
for “Novorossiya” also declined: “separatist aspirations of Novorossiya activists failed to gain
traction across southeast Ukraine with the exception of the Donbas. Rhetoric on Novorossiya in
the Russian media waned as the Ukraine crisis became the “war in the Donbas”.** Why the idea
survived a bit longer in Donbas? Researchers suggest the same reasons that were brought up in
this thesis — nostalgic views towards the Soviet past (especially amongst the poorer residents of
southeast regions). *® The strive towards sovereignty or even complete independence of Donbas
created another concept — Novorossiya morphed into Malorossiya on July 18, 2017.%* However,
as this event falls out of the chosen time frame of this thesis, Molorossiya will not be discussed

further.

%2 O’Loughlin, Toal and Kolosov, The rise and fall of “Novorossiya, 142.

% O0’Loughlin, Toal and Kolosov, The rise and fall of “Novorossiya, 143.

* Uacrisis.org “From “Novorossiya” to “Malorossiya”™ what Alexandr Zakharchenko’s statement means.”
http://uacrisis.org/58719-declaration-zakhartchenko (accessed on August 1, 2019).
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3. Bringing back the past: analysis of historical narratives in separatist statements

Is the past indeed repeating itself in Eastern Ukraine? If it is the case, sadly, it might not even be
necessary for historical facts to be universally accepted and completely true — as long as the
statements provided by the separatist leaders sound convincing and there is some sort of
information to back them up. Again, when it comes to the support of statements, it all depends on
how they are presented and what additional information (visual, textual, audio) is used while
framing certain memories of the past. In the following section | will analyse how separatist
leaders in DNR took familiar historical narratives and made them into additional convincing

factors for their political agenda.

3.1 “One of ours”: building the trust of DNR

Even though there were 4 parties involved in creation of political processes in DNR, political
organizations were less of an importance — it was the personality of a leader that mattered more
and, subsequently, guaranteed power. Overlooking the material that was chosen for this research,
| argue that one of the most effective aspects that helped separatist leaders gain trust was creating
the “we are the same as you” image. And once a society believes that “one of ours” will
represent and defend their interests the best — it takes little convincing to ensure the public
support. Why did people in DNR listen and cheer to the words of Aleksander Zakharchenko and

read the book by Pavel Gubarev?

Following the discourse analysis method it is important to understand the person (the messenger)
behind the text (the message). Therefore, the following part of this research will present short
profiles of the actors whose speeches and statements will be analysed further. As established in
the previous chapter that provided a brief overview of the discourse analysis method, texts on
their own do not show the full picture. To provide a full meaning of the statements that will be
analysed further, I find it necessary to provide some more information on people whose ideas are

in the centre of my research. Background information (such as place of birth, upbringing
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circumstances, work experience, etc.) provides additional insights that might be useful while
assessing texts. Relying on Foucault’s approach to discourse analysis and his idea that reality is
constructed through social interactional processes, it is also essential to establish power relations
between the agents (creators of the message) and the society which is at the receiving end of the
text. The following information proves that both Zakharchenko and Gubarev were “one of ours”
— simple men that left their ordinary lives, put on military uniforms, took guns in their hands and

stood up for what is right for the sake of their own people.

Alexander Zakharchenko: 42 year old, former electrician, born in Donetsk. Assumed the
position of the Prime Minister of Donetsk People’s Republic in 7 August, 2014 and after the
elections was appointed as the Head of the Donetsk People’s Republic in 4 November, 2014. In
September 2014 Zakharchenko led the negotiations for the DNR for the Minsk Protocol and in
December 2015 for the Minsk Protocol I1.

In his campaign promises Zakharchenko focused on economic growth and general improvement
of the nation’s wellbeing. According to Reuters reporting, “former mine electrician Alexander
Zakharchenko assured voters that he wanted pensions to be “higher than in Poland”. The elderly
should have enough money to “travel to Australia at least once a year to shoot a dozen kangaroos
on Safari”.*> Zakharchenko also emphasised strong support from Russia that was supposed to
strengthen the region. Promises to rebuild Donbas as a centre of coal mining and metallurgy
industries fuelled up the Soviet nostalgia. As quoted by Reuters, Zakharchenko promised to build
“a normal state, a good one, a just one. Our boys died for this, civilians are still being killed for

this until now”.%®

Videos that were analysed for this research suggest that Zakharchenko was admired by the
public. One of the examples of the respect that he was shown is a special children organization

was formed in the end of 2015. The structure of the organization is similar to the “pioneers” of

% Thomas Grove, Gabriela Baczynska. “East Ukraine separatists hold vote to gain legitimacy, promise normalcy.”
Reuters.com https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis-east/east-ukraine-separatists-hold-vote-to-gain-
legitimacy-promise-normalcy-idUSKBNOIJ22G20141030 (accessed on August 1, 2019).

% Grove, Baczynska. “East Ukraine separatists hold vote to gain legitimacy, promise normalcy.” Reuters.com
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the Soviet Union. The young followers of Zakharchenko’s ideas were named “zakharovcy”.97

According to the internet newspaper Lenta.ru, the sign of “zakharovcy” is also similar to the one
that was used by the “pioneers”, but instead of portrait of Lenin there is a portrait of
Zakharchenko. This is one of the examples of the Soviet nostalgia that is still strong in the
Donbas region. However, even though Zakharchenko approved the idea of establishing this

youth organization, he disagreed on the chosen name:

“The fact that they want to meet and establish the organization was known, but I have only heard
about the name after the conference. To be honest, we need to make thing clear — it is quite usual
for an army battalion to carry the name of its leader. But this is a military thing. In this case, it is
peaceful children organization. | am the elected leader of Donetsk Peoples Republic — does it
mean that the next time a new leader will be elected they will have to change their name? I think
that is irrational. <...> the initiative itself is good, but the name is inappropriate. Maybe people

could vote how the organization should be called.”®®

Zakharchenko was celebrated in the local media as a just and strong leader of DNR. When he
was Killed on 31 August, 2018 in the explosion at the café in Donetsk, the investigation and

funeral received a fair amount of coverage.

Pavel Gubarev: 36 years old, former advertisement executive, born in Sieverodonetsk.
Proclaimed himself the “People’s Governor” of the Donetsk Region at the Regional Assembly
on 3 March, 2014, after separatists seized the governmental buildings. Gubarev was previously a
militant member of the Progressive Socialist Party of Ukraine, whose programme rejects
globalisation, the United States or the International Monetary Fund and campaigns to join

Russia.%

% Lenta.ru. “B J{HP mosiButrch mHoHepsi-3axapoBikL.” https://lenta.ru/news/2015/12/18/immerbereit/ (accessed on
August 1, 2019).

% 3axapueHKo 0 Ha3BAaHWH JETCKOI opraHm3ammy “3axaposisr”. YouTube video, 0:32 — 1:29. Posted by “News
Front”, 12 December, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gukqzAddolU&t=2s

% Agence France-Presse. “Pro-Russian Gubarev, a symbol of east Ukraine separatism.” Globalpost.com
https://web.archive.org/web/20140311065542/http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/afp/140309/pro-russian-
gubarev-symbol-east-ukraine-separatism (accessed on August 1).
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Gubarev was arrested by Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) on 6 March, 2014 and charged with
“infringing the territorial integrity and independence of the state”.*®® After he was released from
custody, he established the “Novorossiya” party in Donetsk. Activists of the party envisioned
southeast regions uniting in one separate state. However, later that year Gubarev’s party was
barred from participation in parliamentary elections on 2 November. 2014. Local electoral

committee said that the party failed to arrange constituent conference on time. **

Gubarev is also known as an author of a book “®aken Hosopoccuu” (Eng. Torch of
Novorossiya)'® dedicated to all victims of the conflict and explaining why the concept of

Novorossiya is the best way to go about current situation.

Following death of Zakharchenko in 2018, Gubarev presented his candidacy to become a head of

the state but was pushed back by Denis Pushilin.

Looking over the portrayal of Zakharchenko and Gubarev on the “News Front” Youtube channel
and any other content published in Donetsk’s media outlets, it is easy to spot the creation of a
strongman leader. If one was to compare media coverage of Zakharchenko’s visits with news
pieces about Vladimir Putin (or any other leader that is said to be authoritarian), the resemblance
is easy to spot. Previous examples show that Zakharchenko tries to be seen as the opposite of the
elite, ordinary military man with clear values whose main goal is to defend his people: “If I ever
see danger for the land of Donetsk coming from any town, | will come and destroy that
danger”.'®® By showing his own willingness to fight for what is right Zakharchenko could
mobilize others to join in. Simply put — if the highest leader is not afraid to fight, you should not

be afraid too and it is a right thing to do.

190 Reuters News Agency. “ Pro-Moscow protest leader arrested in Ukraine's Donetsk.” Reuters.com
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis-gubarev-idUSBREA251AN20140306 (accessed on August 1).

U MKk.ru. “Ilaxyr mu HoBopoccuu caemars Beiop?” https://www.mk.ru/politics/2014/10/30/dadut-li-novorossii-
sdelat-vybor.html (accessed on August 1, 2019).

192 ITagen I'yGapes. “®axen Hosopoccun.” (2016). Accessed through https://www.rulit. me/books/fakel-novorossii-
read-411170-1.html

108 ,Ecnm s Oyay BUIETh yrpo3y 3emiie JloHerka 13 JI000ro Hacen&€HHOTOo MyHKTa, €Ty YIpo3y S IPHIY U YHEYTOKY
tam.” Quote from: “JIHP. 3axapuenko: “He Oymer Golibliie HUKaKOro nepeMupusi. Mbl Ipo0JDKaeM HACTyIIeHHe!”
YouTube video, 6:06-6:20.

Posted by “News Front”, January 23, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjMgRE6-VCO0
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On the contrary, Pavel Gubarev was not very popular in the beginning and was not immediately
followed by thousands of supporters. According to reports prepared by news website Lenta.ru,
people were hesitant to listen to a self-proclaimed governor at first. ** However, as the months
went on, Gubarev managed to establish himself as one of the leaders of “the movement of
national liberation”. In his early statements he chose similar image as Zakharchenko —a man in a
military uniform with a machine gun, doing everything for the cause and standing up against
danger. As the time moved on Gubarev chose an approach that could be called more
“diplomatic” — he would appear in civil clothes and emphasize not only the battle in the trenches
but also battles in the Parliament. Either way no matter which style of communication both
separatist leaders chose in their speeches they strongly rely on recognizable symbols and

historical narratives that are close to the hearts of people in Eastern Ukraine.

3.2 The power of the speech: analysis of the statements

Because of a broad selection of various (textual, audio, video) materials available on the Internet,
| have narrowed down my sources. Most videos in this research were retrieved from a YouTube

channel of a news agency “News Front” and selected according to their general theme.

Following the method of discourse analysis, | will also pay attention to various symbols that are
being used to reinforce the points that separatist leaders in question are making. As mentioned in
the introduction of this thesis, discourse analysis allows looking into systematic occurrences of
specific variables. Therefore the findings of this research are illustrated with exact quotes taken
from speeches and statements. To showcase re-occurring tendencies | will split this research into
three parts. As the question of this research emphasises on how separatists use history to justify
violence, the sections are formed according to the ways how the history is embedded into
discussion. Looking over the selected material, 1 have set three categories on how historical

narratives were used:

e By using visual images and symbols that have historical meaning behind them;

104 |enta.ru. “Pycckuit n GeccMpicaennprit.” hitps:/lenta.ru/articles/2014/03/06/donbass (accessed on August 1,
2019).
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e By creating an even deeper divide within the society and set an image of the enemy;

e By creating a sense that history is repeating itself by using references to the past.

3.2.1 Image stronger than words: use of visual symbols

Most of the analysed videos have various symbols that strengthen the message. For example,
during one meeting with the press on 2 April 2015 Zakharchenko is sitting in his office which is
decorated with both Russian and DNR flags. In addition, there are many Orthodox art pieces and

holy icons in his office as well (see Figure 2).

3axapueHko: Bee xxutenu AHP 6yayT npusHaHbl yyacTHUKaMM 60eBbix AeACTBUN

3 " :

| W

> >l o) 0:48/16:06

Figure 2 Office of Alexander Zakharchenko

Therefore, Zakharchenko expresses his strong ties with Russia not only through chosen
language, which is Russian, but also symbols that resonate with the population of Donbas. For
example, according to Reuters, during one of his campaign trips Zakharchenko lit candles at a

Russian Orthodox Church and kissed icons of Jesus and the Virgin Mary before dashing off to

45



MA Thesis Karina Urbanaviciaté (6555209)
International Relations in Historical Perspective

meet about 100 voters in a local factory.’® Shared religion, as well as language and history, are

frequently mentioned throughout his speeches or interviews.

A couple of the statements given by Gubarev are also quite symbolic. The background of his
video addresses resembles Zakharchenko’s office quite a bit. There is a portrait of Vladimir
Putin, next to him — a picture of Venezuelian president (1999-2013) Hugo Chavez who famously
aligned himself with Marxist-Leninist governments around the world. Both of the portraits tie
with two claims that are noticeable throughout separatist rhetoric — desire of integration with
Russia and reminiscence of the communist ideology. There is also a big Novorossiya flag in the
back. Gubarev himself often wears the “St. George’s ribbon” — the black and orange stripes are
originally attached to the award of St. George which is given as a sign of highest bravery (see
Figure 3). The award was established by the Russian Empire in 18" century, but St. George’s
ribbon was utilised by the Soviet army and consequently became a part of a military uniform.
Now the ribbon is also considered to be a pro-Russian symbol and is deemed as controversial (or

even banned) in many post-Soviet countries.

P » o) 028/358

Figure 3 Video address by Pavel Gubarev

1% Grove, Baczynska. “East Ukraine separatists hold vote to gain legitimacy, promise normalcy.” Reuters.
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As with the flags of DNR or Novorossiya, the flag of Ukraine is also used to make a statement.
In one of the videos published after the battles at Donetsk airport Zakharchenko reaches out to
Poroshenko and asks to pay attention to casualties on both sides (see Figure 4): “Poroshenko,
come here, take this flag — the symbol of the people who gave their life for your inhuman
ambitions. Give this flag to the mothers who’s sons died yesterday, the day before yesterday at
the airport — they deserve to die with honour, covered with this flag, which they carried when
they died”.**®

3axapqem<o MopoLLEHKO, ECIIN HE Ipyc npuep,b y3abepu ceoii drar.
i

) V‘i

> > o) 022/1:16 g dL

Figure 4 Zakharchenko with the flag of Ukraine

One of the videos chosen for his research shows a commemorative event on Victory day (May 9)
that was held next to the damaged monument of Saur-Mogila. Keeping in mind the symbolic
meanings behind the date and the place, they definitely amplified the message given by
Zakharchenko (more insights will be provided in the section 3.2.3). Looking over just a couple of

examples it is quite evident that while showcasing their ideas both Zakharchenko and Gubarev

1% “TTopourenko, mpuesiare, 3abepaiiTe €T0 3HAMS - 3HAK TEX JIFO/E, KOTOPHIE OT/IA/IH JKBI3HH 32 Balle
HEYEIIOBEYHCKUE aMOUITHU. DTO 3HaMs TiepelauTe MaTepram, Yiil CBIHOBbsI IIOTHOIM BUEpa, Mo3aByepa B apomnopTy
- OHHM 3aCITYKBIBAIOT YMEPETh C YECThIO, HAKPHITHIE (pIIarom, moj KoTopbiM ymepanu”. Quote from: “3axapuenko:
IMoporreHKo, ecin He TPYC, IpUeab u 3abepu cBoit puar. JITHP.” YouTube video, 0:14 — 0:40. Posted by “News
Front”, January 15, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdYfcHfQvhY
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rely not only on strong words, but also easily recognisable historical symbols, such as flags and
military medals. Needless to say, all of them carry a historical meaning behind them and provoke
an emotional response from society — which is the ultimate goal of any message. Another way of
changing political agenda through history that is noticeable in the statements of separatist leaders
is their efforts to divide the society of Ukraine even further and in that way convince people, that

the violence is the only way to go about this conflict.

3.2.2 Deepening the divide within the society

Any conflict involves heroes and adversaries — and of all the things involving armed
confrontation it is up to the leadership of each side to form a negative perception of one another.
Many of the statements that were analysed in this research create a feeling of historically formed
“us” and “them” — Ukrainian soldiers are addressed as Ukrainians (mostly using insulting
nicknames) and soldiers form Donetsk (or, if mentioned, from Luhansk) are what is called in
Russian ,,cBou* — “our own” . For example, in one particular video Zakharchenko meets parents
of Ukrainian soldiers whose mission is to “bring the truth to the Ukrainian side”: “We are the

owners of this land; we do not want your land — we just want our own”.*’

In many of his answers Zakharchenko refers to the Ukrainian army as “ykpaunckue xaparenu”
(Eng. Ukrainian punishers). He uses this description in more than one of his statements; for
example, in his speech from May 10, 2015 during the opening ceremony of a monument in
memory of the war victims he said the following: “Ukrainian punishers purposefully kept
shooting at kindergartens and schools <...> one cannot call them solders and they will answer

for their actions as wild animals they are”.%

197 «JTonecuTe cBOIM CONIaTaM YTO HA STOM 3eMJIe MBI X03siiBa. HaM He Hy’KHa Balla 3eMJIsl - HAM Hy’KHA Hama”.

Video published on December 25, 2015. Quote from “3axapuenko u matepu cojar BCY B paiioHe JOHELKOTO
asponiopra.” YouTube video, 2:57-3:10. Posted by “News Front”, December 25, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUkfeSPgsSs

108 «ykpanmcKkie KapaTelH [eeHAPABICHHO PACTPEIHBATH AETCKHE [aIbl, IIKOJIBI <...> COIATAMH HX HA3bIBAT
HEIB3s, U KaK ¢ OEIeHbIX 3Bepeii ¢ HUX OyneT oTaenbHbIi crpoc”. Quote from “3axapuenko: B JlOHEIKe 3aI05KHIIH
MOHYMEHT B IamsTh 000 Bcex nmorubiux xutesix JHP. YouTube video, 1:04-1:26. Posted by “News Front”, May
10, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpmkPBGJk6E
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Zakharchenko also emphasises uniqueness of the land of Donbas on various occasions: “This is
where our ancestors lived; it is not scary to die for this land”**® or “Donbas is a family, and

Ukraine is a state”. '

He also praises citizens (“our own” people) of DNR as people with concrete values that were
carried on throughout generations: “All of the slogans that were heard at Maidan — about the
equality, brotherhood, fighting against corruption — we practically implemented them all here. |
don‘t understand why Ukrainian government decided to put down people‘s declaration of will
with tanks, artillery and planes. This is not the land they can control. This is the land of
coalminers, metallurgists, farmers, fishermen, doctors and teachers. Those people were serving
in the special army divisions under Soviet government. Our grandfathers and great-grandfathers

were fighting a war, and now it is us who are doing it”.***

This way Zakharchenko emphasises that residents of Donetsk are different from Ukrainians
living in Kyiv or Western part of the country. He also points out that this difference comes from
the past — people of Donbas are historically stronger (thus reference to the Soviet army), have
clear values and therefore should be ready to defend them. Statements alike justify the war as the
right and noble thing to do — to die for your land is deemed as heroic. The comparisons with their
struggle not carry strong emotional charge and deepen the “us” and “them” divide, but also
create a clear narrative of continuation of the fight that was started by ancestors — which in itself
is the highest honour and the biggest sacrifice for the motherland that one can make. As an
example of that honour both Zakharchenk and Gubarev bring in the memories of World War Il

and brave resistance of Eastern Ukrainians to Nazi Germany.

109 «31ech KbiM Hamre NPeIKH, 3a eTy 3eMJII0 He cTpaiHo ymepets”. Quote from: “JHP. 3axapuenko: “He Oyner

OoJblIe HUKAKOro nepeMupusi. Mbl pojgosnkaem HactymieHue!”. YouTube video, 4.41-4.52. Posted by “News
Front”, January 23, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjMgRE6-VCO0

10 “Jloubacc 510 cembs, a VYkpauHa 310 rocyaapcto”’. Quote from “3axapuenko u Matepu conaat BCY B paiione
JoHerkoro aspornopra.” YouTube video, 2:31-2:45. Posted by “News Front”, December 25, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUkfeSPqsSs /

1 “Bee no3ynru koTophie Mpo3Byuany Ha MaiiaHe, 0 paBeHCTBe, GpacTBe, GOpOE ¢ KOPYIIIHEH, MBI IPAKTHIECKH
JOCIIOBHO CAenamu 3aech. AOCOTIOTHO HE IIOHEMAar TMO0YeMy YKpaWHCKas BIIACTh pelibUla HOPMalbHOE
BOJICH3BSIBIICHHE HapoJa B BUAE pedepeHaymMa OAaBUTh TAHKAMH, apTHiIepuel u caMonéTaMu. 31eCh HE Ta 3eMJIL
KOTOPYIO YIaCTCS MM IIO/IaBUTh. DTO Kpail maxTépoB, METAJUTyproB, XPUCTSAH, PHIOAKOB, Bpadel, yauTene. JDTo Te
O KoTopbie co BpeM&H COBETCKOW BIIACTH Opaiu B cIienmnoapo3aeieHus. Tak 94To Mbl ymMeeM OoeBaTh. 311ech
BOCBAJIM Halle AEIbI Mpajebl, K COXKEICHHIO BOIOEM Tenephb Mbl. Jlait bor 4ToOBl Hame OeTH JKbIIM MHPHO M HE
Boesanu”. Quote from “JIHP. 3axapuenko Bctpetmics ¢ npencrasurensmu OBCE.” YouTube video, 1:17-2:22.
Posted by “News Front”, January 15, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSriR3NIIC8
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3.2.3 Repetition of the past: references to Stepan Bandera and World War 11

Comparing current conflict in Donbas to World War Il (in the analysed statements mostly
referred to as Great Patriotic War) and creating the feeling of history repeating itself is the most
reoccurring way of use of the historical narratives to justify violence. In his statements
Zakharchenko often refers to the history of World War Il and controversial facts about UPA,
OUN and their collaboration with Nazi Germany. He depicts Ukrainian government and military

as followers of Bandera‘s wrongdoings:

(1) “If they want to love Bandera and Shukevich — let them; we do not want to do it. My own
grandfather died in 1957 from the hands of Bandera, when he was transporting kids from Lviv.

So how can I love Bandera?”"'*2

(2) “Glory for the heroes? What heroes? Heroes are those people who fought against the Turk
and Tatar, Polish armies, they defended their land. Those who fought against the Swedes, who
went to Berlin, defended Kyiv — those people are heroes. And who are those other people — you
can read the reports from Wehrmacht. There were only 28 attacks against the Germans during
the whole war. <...> what are they going to do in Ukraine — the same as they did to the Jews,
push people into ghettos? /Bystander: It is not us, it is the government / | am trying to tell them,
through you, what we are thinking. For me, Russia is way closer — for a very simple reason. My
great-grandfather, grandfather and father served that country loyally and truthfully. We have the

same religion, speak the same language, and follow the same customs™.**

12 «Xorar onu mobut bannepy, lllykeBuya - a MbI HE XOTHM 3T0 JIOOUT. Y MeHs aef noru6 B 1957 rogy ot

0aHIepOBCKUX PYK, OH JeTeil BeiBo3mn u3 Kuesa, JIbBoBa. Tak kak s Mory moout banaepy?” Quote from
“3axapueHko u Matepu conpat BCY B paiione noHenkoro aspornopta.” YouTube video, 11:30-12.02. Posted by
“News Front”, December 25, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUkfeSPqsSs

13 “Crraga reposim? Kakum reposim ciasa? epou €10 Te, KOTOpbIe GOPOITHCH POTHB TPKOB ¥ IIPOTHB TATap,
MIPOTHUB MOJISIKOB, 3aLMIISIIA CBOIO 3eMJIt0. BoeBa npoTuB 1miBenoB, 6pan bepinuH, o0oponsut Kuies - BOT eTo repowu.
A eTo KTO - mounTaiite BepmaxTta. 28 HanmageHUH IPOTHB HEMIIOB 3a BCIO BOWHY. <...> DBpedB OyJeTe 3arOHATH B
TeTTO, BBI ATO XOTHUTE caenaTh B YKpauHe? / Omo ne mul, 9mo éracms / S IpITAIOCh Yepe3 Bac JOHECTH, KaK MBI
nymaem. J{ns meHua 6nmxe Poceus - mo oHO#M pocToit mpuunHe. Mou mpaje, MO IS/, MOU OTEIl CITY KbLUIH
Bepoii u npasoii crpane Poccuiickoun. OHa Bepa, OUH A3bIK, 0JHN 00bruust”. Quote from “3axapuenko u Matepu
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The following quotes have a couple of recurrent historical narratives in them, the first being the
history of Bandera, which also ties in with mentions of the Holocaust and genocide. As it was
established in the beginning of this paper, memories of Bandera are still vivid in Eastern Ukraine
and can be used in different capacities. In both quotes persona of Bandera and associations that
come with it are clear examples to show the public that separatist side is the “right” side of the

conflict, and the followers of Bandera from the West are wrong.

There is also a personal relation to history embedded into Zakharchenko’s statements. He
mentions his grandfather had died from the hands of Bandera’s followers in the quote 1 and
explains his close emotional ties with Russia as something that was carried through generations
of his family in quote 2. In another statement he appeals to family relations and again depicts the
current conflict as a continuation of struggle against oppression: “70 years ago our great-

grandfathers and grandfathers gave their lives, now it is our turn”.***

Gubarev also frequently mentions continuation of the struggle against fascism that was started by
the ancestors: “We will attack them just like our grandfathers and great-grandfathers went
against fascists Junkers and Fokkers. We will condemn and punish the aggressors, the fascist

scum by burying them in Donetsk ground”.**®

As mentioned previously, Zakharchenko creates “us” and “them” divide — he also does that
bringing in the facts about the World War Il. In the quote number 2 he emphasizes that
Ukrainians did not defend their homeland from Nazi Germany (“there were only 28 attacks
against the Germans during the whole war”). In the beginning of the same quote he undermines

the Ukrainian forces questioning their “heroism”. The saying “CnaBa YkpauHe - reposm ciasa”

congat BCVY B paiione nonenkoro aspornopra.” YouTube video, 12:09-12:50. Posted by “News Front”, December
25, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUkfeSPgsSs

U4 <70 ner Ha3a] OTJABallk HAIlE JeAbl U Ipajaeibl, a ceiiuac Hacran Ham 4depén”. Quote from: “3axapuenko: B
JIOHEIKe 30U MOHYMEHT B MaMsTh 000 Bcex morubimux skutensx JJHP.” YouTube video, 1:48-2.02 Posted by
“News Front”, May 10, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpmkPBGJk6E

MSp] b Oyzem OWTh 1O HUM KakK Haille Jeabl U Tpajaeapl O 1mo GanmmiTKuM IoHKepcaMm U GoKepaM. MBI OCYIHM
HX CaMH, BRIKHHYB €THX arpeccopoB, €Ty (amiCcTKyI0 CBOJIOYh C Hameil 3eMitd. MBI 0CyIUM 3aKoIaB WX TPYIIHI B
Honenkyro 3emimo”. Quote from: “ITasen I'ybapes. OGpamenne Kk Hapoxy HouGacca 27.05.2014. Cmorpersb
BCEM!.” YouTube video, 3:27-3:45.

Posted by “uaab”, 27 May, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06PhwgJPgwY
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(Eng. Glory for the Ukraine - Glory for the heroes) has a strong emotional meaning embedded
into it. The phrase was created in 1920s and popularized by nationalist movements led by
Bandera during the World War Il. However, the phrase carries a controversial meaning. Even
though the phrase is now an official greeting used by Ukrainian military and police forces, it is
often used by nationalist organizations (such as the “Right Sector”’) which present themselves as
direct followers of Bandera’s ideas and are strongly condemned by leaders of self-proclaimed
Donbas republics and their citizens. The universal hate towards Bandera is evident in
Zakharchenko’s New Year’s greeting speech which is to be considered as a round-up of 2015:
“To contradict the Bandera ideology that is coming from Kyiv, we use the fight for freedom and
justice. To contradict the ideology of destruction, we use the ideology of creation. We defended

our memories, our history, our religion and our language on the battlefield”. **°

It is safe to say that as a leader of DNR Zakharchenko is a default representation of the state
ideology and sets a moral compass for people of Donbas. As was established in the previous
chapters, historical memories help him create an image of strong, reliable leader who is worth
the trust of the citizens of DNR. Videos showcase not only Zakharchenko’s ideas but also
people’s reactions to them. Every mention of the memory of World War II gets a round of
applause and the name of Bandera — a wave of angry exclamations. It is clear that separatist
leaders use various speech techniques to convince the audience and ensure the public support.
Statistics and strategic information go hand in hand with the reminders of Eastern Ukrainian
history to trigger a wider response and ensure that the message resonates with every member of
society. Moreover, as the head of the state, Zakharchenko participated in many special events,
one of the most important celebrations being Victory Day, celebrated on 9" of May. Again,
emphasis on the immensity of the past victories put into the context of a current conflict creates a
feeling of participation in “something great”. Video from the event in 2015 starts with both wide
and close-up shots of a war monument called Saur-Mogila that says “Glory to the Soviet

infantry”.

16 «“Banneposckoit naeonornu Kiesa Mbl MpeAnocTaBiimy 6ops0y 3a CBOGOLY H CIIPABEITHBOCTD. M Ieomoruu
pa3pylIeHHs Mbl TPOTUBOMOCTABIIIN HICOJIOTHIO CO3MIaHusI. MBI OTCTOSUTH Ha 10Jie 00sI Hallly TTaMsITh, HAILY
HCTOPHIO, Hally Bepy M Halr s3bIk.” Quote from: “Hosoroauee oOpamienue InaBbr [Jonerkoit Hapomnoi
Pecny6nuku Anekcanapa 3axapueHk0.” YouTube video, 0:58-1:23. Posted by “News Front”, January 1, 2016.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afZY uPtgS4Q
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3axapueHko Ha Cayp-Morune: Korga Mbl eauHbl — Mbl HenobeauMbl o ~»

> » o) 0:23/523

Figure 5 The monument of Saur-Mogila

Zakharchenko walks on the stage in military uniform and has a limp from an injury. He is
greeted by loud round of applause from the crowd, people carry DNR flags. Zakharchenko is
also accompanied by a presenter; her speech also included several vivid references to the history
of Donbas: “On the 9™ of May we commemorate the glorious day of victory against the
occupants from Nazi Germany. This day unites both happiness and sorrow. Every year we climb
up the legendary mountain of Saur-Mogila which became a symbol of liberation from occupants
of Donetsk. But after 70 years nasty fascism found its way back to the land of Donbas. After the
battles in August of 2014 this important date from our history books gained a new meaning and
new value. Once covered with blood, the sacred hill of Saur-Mogila saw brutal fights again and
now the memory of soldiers from the past war is connected to the memory of our generation.
Here we praise our warriors and bow to the memory of the fallen defenders and liberators of our

native land”.**’

1T <9 Maiist MBI OTMEUAEM CJIaBHYIO 1Ty - ICHb MOOEIbI HAJl HEMEIKO-(PaMCTKUMK 3aXBaTYMKaMH. DTO JICHb, B
KOTOPOM PajIoCcTh U CKOPOb CIUIENHCh B 01HO 1enoe. Kakaplid rox Mel nogHumaemcs Ha Cayp-Morwuiy -
JIETEHJAPHYIO BBICOTY, KOTOpas cTajia cuMOOJIOM Hadasla OCBOOOKAEHH OT 3axBaT4nkoB JloHenkoro kpast. Ho
Mep3KHi (aii3M BHOBB MOSBUICS Ha JJoHOackol 3emile Ha IPOIISCTBHE CEMHU JIECATKOB JIET U IIaMATHAs AaTa U3
Y4eOHHKOB UCTOPUH TIOCIIE aBTycTOBCKHX 00€B 2014 rona momydmia HOBEIA CMBICEN M HOBOE 3HaUCHHE. Y Ke
OJTHAXXIBI a0MITBHO TTOJUTHIN KPOBBIO CaKpallbHBIH 1 Beero Jlorbaca kypran Cayp-Morwia CHOBO ITEPEXbIIT
0’KECTOYCHHBIE CPAKEHHS U TEIeph MaMsATh O BOWHAX MPOILION BOWHBI HEM30€KHO IeperuieTeHa ¢ HCTOpHei
CBUJICTEIISIMU KOTOPO CTaJIM JIFOW HBIHEITHETO ITOKOoJIeHust. Ha 3ToM JiereH1apHoM MecTe Mbl BO3/1aéM ClIaBy
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Her speech was followed by comments of Zakharchenko: “Once a wise man said — we have to
realize who we were, who we are and who we will be. Who we were? Our ancestors, not only
grandparents and great-grandparents, but also those who fought Swedes, Turks in Crimea, took
Tsargrad. They are our ancestors. And we also met our enemy here, on the same land, with great

glory. And who we will be? A prosperous state with a great, proud nation”.**®

After the speeches were given, Zakharchenko and other DNR officials are shown visiting graves
of recently killed soldiers. With this particular video the location is also particularly important. It
is emphasized by both speakers that Saur-Mogila is a sacred place for Donetsk residents and
marks the sacrifice of their ancestors — which now they have to repeat as the “threat of fascism”
has risen again (eg: “after 70 years nasty fascism found its way back to the land of Donbas”).
Therefore, the narrative of history repeating itself is being used as a nudge towards fighting and

encouraging the society to support the conflict and join the struggle.

HAIIMM BOWHAM U HH3KO CKJIOHSEM T'OJIOBY IEpe]] MMaMAThIO IOTUOIINX 3aIIUTHIKOB U OCBOOOIUIEIEH pOTHOH
semun”. Quote from: “3axapuenko Ha Cayp-Morwie: Koraa mbr eauabl — Mbl Herobeaumbt.” YouTube video, 1:50-
2:55. Posted by “News Front”, April 16, 2016. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrD1n90hv1U

18 «“Mue korma-to ckasai OJINH YMHBIH Y€JIOBEK - MBI JIOJDKHBI MOHITH KTO MBI OBLITH, KTO MBI C€HYac U KEM MBI
Ooynem. Etu Tpu Bemu. KTo MbI ObUTH - Hallle PEAKHU, TEPOH, HE TOIBKO JEBI U TIPANeabl, a U T€, KOTOPhIE TOHSIIN
mBenoB nof IlonTaBoii, koTopsie roHsM TypkoB B KpbiMy, KoTopbeie O6pan Llapsrpan. Oto Hame npeaxku. Mul -
JIOCTOMHO BCTPETHJIM Bpara 3/1eCh, B €THX k€ cambIX cremsax. Kakumu Mbl Oyaem? IIporBeTaronm rocyaapcTBoOM
CO ClaBHBIM, TopabiM Hapomom”. Quote from: ‘“3axapuenko nHa Cayp-Mormie: Korma Mbl eaMHBI — MBI
nerno6eanmel.” Quote from: “3axapuenko na Cayp-Moruie: Korna Mel equnsl — Mbl HenoOeaumel.” YouTube video,
3:30-4:02. Posted by “News Front”, April 16, 2016. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrD1n90hv1U
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Figure 6 A. Zakharchenko on Saur-Mogila

Moreover, the chosen rhetoric creates a quite simple explanation of the situation: “if you are not
with us, you are with them”. This fits right within the framing theory — by simplifying and
providing “proper” interpretation of events, separatist leaders convince their supporters that they
are doing the right thing. For instance, in his public address Gubarev very clearly divided the
conflict into the “right” and “wrong” side — again, using fascist descriptions towards Ukrainian
government: “We are alone against the world. But let me be frank — we will win regardless, just
like our grandfathers and great-grandfathers did, as all the nations who chose freedom did.
American dollars won’t help the Kyiv criminals, nor will the oligarchs who are fighting their

own nation together with the junta”. 119

Labelling the actions of Ukrainian government and military as “genocide” uses both — the
historic memory and “right” explanation of what the conflict in Donbas is. It is obvious that

Zakharchenko’s words are deepening the divide into “us” and “them” that was mentioned before.

19 “Mpr opam poTuB Bcero Mupa. Ho st ckaxy mpsiMo - MBI BCE paBHO MoOeaAnM, Kak MOOSKa N Halle AeAbl U
mpajensl, Kak MoOeXmadd Bce HapoAbl MHpa, BbIOpalmme cBobomy. KmeBckmM mpecTynmHHUKaM HE TMOMOTYT HH
aMepHKaHCKHE J0JUIapbl, HU IICaKH, HE MX areHTypa CPed MECHBIX MPOJAKHBIX OJIMIapXxOB, KOTOPBIE CErOMIHS
BMECTE C XYHTOW BOWIOT TIPOTHB cBoero Hapoza”. Quote from: “ITasen 'y6apes. Obpaienne k Hapoxy Jomnbacca
27.05.2014. Cwmotperp BCEM!.” YouTube video, 2:21-2:50. Posted by “uaab”, 27 May, 2014.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06PhwgJPgwY
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In one of the meetings with media representatives he used the definition of “Ukrainian
punishers” (Rus. Kapamenu) that has been heart in his statements before: “It’s genocide, their
armed forces behave like punishers, it’s an operation to punish us. Unfortunately, Ukrainian
soldiers who took the oath leaned towards the coup. Truly, they are not officers, those, who even
talk about the coup, should behave like real officers — take a gun and shoot themselves so they

won’t carry the shame and won’t spoil the honour of the army”. 120

Zakharchenko also does not hold back with his words showing that he is the same as every other
resident in Donbas and shares their anger, fear and despair — calling the government as an
assembly of “scoundrels and scum” (Rus. necodsies u nooonkos). In the following quote he again
uses the history repeating itself narrative and compares nationalists in Kyiv to Nazi Germany:
“This country was torn by a group of scoundrels and other scum. And it has to be united now.
We will always remain Slavic Russians. Let the Kyivans remember that Kyiv Rus’ was born in
their city. The ideals that we all follow must be awakened in their hearts too. We can’t just betray
the blood of predecessors who fought for this country with fascists. We can’t forget the atrocities
that they committed. And now there are marches in Kyiv — don’t they look familiar? Munich
1938. | think they are very similar. Swastikas, torches, and then they start burning books. And

later what — concentration camps™?'%

The following quotes show more instances of using fascist/nationalist symbols to prove the point
of just war. Mentions of swastikas and prospects of building concentration camps without a

doubt create a shock factor. Those statements again send a message of “carrying on the fight that

120 “Tenommn, BOOPY’KOHHBIE CHUJIbI BBICTYIIAIOT KaK KapaTelld, IPOU3XOAUT KapaTeibHas onepauus. K coxenenuro
BOCHHBIE YKpaWHBI, IPUHSBIIBIEC IPUCSTY, TOJATNCH BOGHHOMY TiepeBopoTy. Ha camom nene ero mpumarenu a He
oduIEepHl, U KTO J1ake 00 €TOM 3anKaeTcsl, IOJDKEH KaK HAaCTOSIIMHA oduIep B3ATh MUCTOJIET U 3aCTPEITUTHCS, 100BI
HE HECTH TAKOH MO30p M YecTh OHUIIEePCKYI0 He moraHuth”. Quote from; “IHP. 3axapuerko: “Msl noiineM najplie,
no CnaesHcka, Kpamatopcka”. YouTube video, 00:10-0:38. Posted by “News Front”, January 15, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mw4cnBok8c

121 “JTy CcTpaHy, KOTOPYIO MOpBaiu cOOp HErOJsCB W MOJOHKOB, HAam0 0OeHWHATH. M Kak OBUIM MBI CIaBSIHAMU
pycckumu, Tak Mbl UMHU U ocTtaHeMcs. Ilyckail kueBisiHe nOMHSAT, uto Kuesckas Pyck nuia ¢ storo ropoxa. U te
Hfeassl, T0 KOTOPEIM MBI XKBIBEM, 32 KOTOpPBIE BOIOEM, IyCKai B KaXkJIOM YelOBEKe B cepuile nmpocHETca. Hempss
MIPEeJOBaTh KPOBH MPEIKOB, KOTOPHIE 3a 3Ty 3EMIII0 Cpakalnuch ¢ ammuctamu. Hemp3st 3a0bpIBaTh TE 3BEpCTBA
KOTOpBIe OHU enanu. A y Hac B Kuese mectBus npoxoasat. He Hanomunaer Bam Huuero? MrouxeH 1938 roxa? Ilo
MOEMY OYeHb Jaxke moxoxke. CBacTHKa, (hakell, IMOTOM KHIDKKH OyaeM skeub. [lorom uro, mareps?” Quote from;
“JIHP. 3axapuenko: “Msl noigem ganbiie, go CiaBsHcka, Kpamaropcka”. 2:29-3:30. Posted by “News Front”,
January 15, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mwA4cnBok8c
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was started by predecessors” which is the noblest thing to do. Gubarev also makes a clear point
that history is repeating itself and compares the rise of fascist ideology in Kyiv with Nazi
Germany. The repetition of events was emphasized in this quote: “Today we are in the year
1942. If we draw the analogy, it’s no more the year 1941. We have mobilized and started
pushing back. Then will follow 1943, the turning point of taking the initiative. There will also be
1944 when we will push them underground — in both military and political ways. And then 1945
will follow — a year of celebration and victory. It will be a great victory, because we are worth of

our grandfathers. We are on the right side, the enemy will be destroyed and we will win”. 22

Here Gubarev draws a precise analogy between the World War Il and current situation. By
presenting the historical facts in that way he creates a sense of continuation, as in everybody who
supports the cause is repeating the heroic victory of their ancestors. Analogies like that resonate
even stronger and have a powerful effect in a society that is constantly reminded of historical
events. Nationwide annual celebrations of the Victory Day and other significant events that are
held to commemorate the sacrifice of, speaking in the words of Zakharchenko and Gubarev,

“grandfathers and great-grandfathers”, serve as a continuous reminder of the past.

By comparing the conflict in the Eastern Ukraine with World War 1l Gubarev also makes a
promise that after a long struggle there will be a happy ending and the “right” side will win. It is
not clear what the actual victory will bring to DNR, but struggles that might follow after are not
that important. What matters the most is to reiterate the achievements of past generation. There is
little doubt that similar analogies have a great mobilizing power, keeping in mind that this
interview was given at an “anti-fascist conference” which had probably united like-minded

people.

122 “Ceromnst Mbl Haxomumcsi B 1942 romy, eciu MPOBOIUTH aHAJIOTHIO - yke He 1941 rom, Mbl coOpaInch, MbI
Havyaly JBWXKEHHEe B oTBeT. A Oyzmer m 1943 rox, ron mepenoMa M mepexBaTa MHUIMATHBEL. byner n 1944 ron
HACTYIUICHHSI, MBI 3aTOHUM UX B MOANONHs. V1 BOGHBIM ITyTEM MBI MOJKEM 3TO CHIENATh, U MoMUTHYeCKUM. 1 Oynuer
1945 rox, ron TopkecTBa U oOenpl. byner HoBas Bemukas modena MOTOMY YTO MBI JOCTOWHBI CBOMX JenoB. Harre
Jeno mpasoe, Opar Oyaer pasour u mobena Oyner 3a Hamu.” Quote from: “/IHP. 3axapueHko BCTpeTHIICS C
npeacrasutensmu  OBCE.  YouTube video, 5:58-6:41. Posted by “News Front”, January 15, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSriR3NIIC8
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More instances of the “reoccurring history” narrative and clear analogy with the World War II
can be seen in one more public address by Gubarev. He is wearing a military uniform and there
is again Putin’s portrait in the background and flag of Novorossiya as well:

“In this historical turning point we have to follow the example of our fathers and grandfathers
who in during the distant 1941 came together, fought for Moscow, managed to defend the capital
of our motherland and pushed the fascist invaders back. Now we need help from every resident
of the city, we need militiamen, who will get a gun and stand up to defend their families and
their motherland”.*?®

[...]

“If everybody will not do this now, our families and relatives will face enslavement and mockery

from fascist invaders”.*?*

[...]

“This is the exact same way our grandfathers and great-grandfathers volunteered during the
Great Patriotic War. They went to the front so they can fight fascists with weapons and strength
of Russian spirit. Now it is our turn to show that we can follow their footsteps in the time of need

and defend our motherland” %

The following quotes include quite a direct call for arms with a literal threat of what will happen
if people will not rise up to fight the same enemy their ancestors faced “during the distant 1941”.
According to Gubarev, volunteering for DNR has the same level of honour as being a World

War 11 veteran — therefore, refusing to defend your motherland would be just a shame.

123 “B sror pemafomnﬁ I/ICTOpI/ILIeCKI/Iﬁ MOMCHT MbI JOJIZKHBI POBHATCS Ha NPUMEP HAIlIUX OTHOB U JICI0B, KOTOPbLIC

B os€koM 1941 rojy crutoTmiMch B €TMHOM HOpPBIBE OUTBBI 38 MOCKBY M CyMEIH OTCTOSITH CTANIUILY HaIIei
POJMHBI M AaTh OTIIOP (hamMcTKUM 3axBaTdnkaM. Ceifdac HaM Hy>KHA TIOMOILb KasK/I0T0 )KUTENs TopoJia, HaM
HYKHBI OTOJTYEHIIbI, KOTOPBIEC MOJIy4aT OPY)KUE M BCTAaHYT Ha 3aLIUTY CBOMX cemeil, cBoeil orunsubr”. Quote from:
“TlaBen ['ybapes - obparuenue 7uronsi. butsa 3a Jowerk.” YouTube video, 0:51-1:16. Posted by “Dee Dee” 7 July,
2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GH3I-I6tWTA

124 “Touno Takoke HamIe aeM 1 MpajieIsl OTIIPABIISUINCH T0OpOBOIbIIaMy B Bennkyro OTedecTBEHHYIO BOWHY, OHU
OTIIPABIISUIACH HA (POHT YTOOBI OMTH (HAIIHCTOB OPY>KHUEM M CTOMKOCTBIO PycCKOTo qyxa. Temeps HacTaja Hama
odepeib TIOKa3aTh IPUEMCTBEHHOCTD TIOKAJICHHI M B HYXKHBIH 9ac BCTaTh Ha 3ammTy poauns’” Quote from:

“ITaBen I'yGapes - oOpamnienue 7utons. butsa 3a Jlorenk.” YouTube video, 1:40-1:51.

125 “Benm KOKIBIH U3 HAc ceiyac ATOro He cleiaeT, Hac XAET MmopabolleHue W H3/IEBaTENbCTBO HaJ BallMMH
POAHBIMHU ¥ OJU3KHMH CO CTOPOHBI (hAIIMCTKUX 3axBaT4ukoB”. Quote from: “IlaBen ['ybGapes - oOparieHue 7THIOMS.
bursa 3a JJoneuk.” YouTube video, 2:46-3:08
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Keeping in mind the broader context of the history of World War Il (for example the fact that
most of the soldiers who volunteered in the Soviet army were forced to do so) mentions of the
“right” thing to do seem unfitting. However, there is high possibility that by mentioning only the
heroic part of history separatist leaders use their audience’s ignorance and conceivable lack of

knowledge.

When speaking on “reoccurring crimes that the world has seen and condemned before”, both
Zakharchenko and Gubarev use the word “genocide” and emphasise the reason behind why
alleged genocide is happening: because Donbas stood up for the right values that were passed
throughout history, from generation to generation. Zakharchenko often accuses journalists of not
giving enough attention to Eastern Ukraine. Speaking with the press he often emphasizes the
hypocrisy of the media. During one of his trips with a group of local and international journalists
Zakharchenko said the following: “If there is a terrorist attack in France that takes 10 lives —
everybody is outraged. And here, 10 or more people die every day. Why the world is not
outraged then, why don’t you tell everybody that it’s genocide, it’s a war against their own
people. Why don’t you, the press, talk about it? Let the world know about targeted annihilation
of the nation. Let Ukraine see — people in Kyiv never saw this. Ukrainian soldiers kill people.

Because we said “no” to the military coup in Kyiv and illegal change of the government”.126

In his video address to the citizens of DNR on 27 May, 2014 Gubarev also goes on to accuse
Western society of indifference and described Ukrainian actions as war crimes that resemble the
World War 1I: “The Geneva Conventions are trampled. Fascist hordes coming here from the
West, just like seven decades ago, don’t value lives of peaceful civilians. It’s all because of their
criminal political ideas. Notice this — it’s not us who are using heavy artillery against peaceful

cities. But the journalists who sold themselves to Kyiv are calling us terrorists. | want to ask —

126 “Ecnm Bo @panmii B Tepakre norn6io 10 denoBek, 3T0 BO3MyTHIO Bech Mup. ¥ Hac 10 yenmoBek morubaer
CKCIOHCBHO. HOquy BECh MHP HC BO3MYMIACTCA, ITIOYEMY HE TOBOPUTC YTO 3TO I'CHOLHU, OTO BOIHA IIPOTUB CBOCTO
Hapoga? Ilouemy BBI, Kak mpecca, 3TOro He ocBemaete? Ilyckail Bech MHp Y3HAET UYTO 37€Ch MPOUCXOIUT
CBOEMEpHOE yHHUTOXXeHHe Hapona. [Tyckait YkpaitHa mocmoptut - moau B Kuese eroro He Buaenu. 31ech Jroaei
yOMBaIOT, YKpaiHCKHE BOEGHHBIE. A BCE M3 3a Yero - IMOTOMY YTO MBI CKa3ajld HET BOGHOMY IepeBopoTy B Kuese,
HET HE3aKOHHOMY CBepikeHuIo Biactu.” Quote from: “JIHP. 3axapuenko Bcrperwmics ¢ npexacraButeasmu OBCE.
YouTube video, 5:11-6:43.

Posted by “News Front”, January 15, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSriR3NIIC8
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who are the real terrorists? It was not us who went to Kyiv airport with war. We are just
defending our land, our families, our children, from that brown scum that is crawling for us from
the West”.*?’

In both of these quotes there is a notion that DNR is not the perpetrator in this conflict. In an
interview he gave at the same event that was mentioned before (the “anti-fascist forum™)
Gubarev was again wearing the Georgian ribbon. In the beginning he mentions filling official
reports and sending them to international courts that are competent enough to take cases on
genocide and war crimes. He also mentions fighting the fascist ideology and drawing attention of
the Western countries to the conflict in Donbas: “It is very important, because some in Europe
and USA have forgotten — they have a short memory — about the fact that all of this had already
happened before and it was condemned by international society. They forgot about Nurnberg

tribunal and that fascist ideology was condemned before”.*?®

The narrative of “reoccurring history” is also evident in Gubarev’s book on Novorossiya “Torch
of Novorossiya”. The following section of this chapter will provide examples to prove this

statement.

While explaining the origins of Novorossiya, Gubarev points out the fact that Donetsk was never
in “so-called Ukraine” because it was always a unique territory: “In the local museum of
Donetsk you can find an old map from 1912, and then it was called “A plan for the establishment

of Novorossiya’s coal, metal, steel and railroad production”. This is an example of Donetsk in

127 «Bce JKeHeBCKHe KOHBEHIIHH monpadbl. DamMcTKUe OpAbl, BTOPTIIMKCS K HaM C 3amaga, Kak U CeMb
Jecarenereil Has3aJg, HE BO YTO HE CTaBAT XXHU3Hb MHPHBIX OKUTENEH BOWMS CBOMX MHPUCTYMHBIX, BOCHO -
MOJMTHYECKUX Lelie. 3ameTpTe - HE MBI ceromHs ocagwin KueBckuii aspomopr. He MBI OBEM W3 TsDKenOM
apTUWIEpUU M0 MHUPHBIM ropojgaMm. Ho 3a To kueBCckHUe 3alUCHBIE NICAKU BCE BPEMsI HA3bIBAIOT HAC TEPPOPHCTaMH.
Xouy cIIpOCUTH - KTO TYT TeppopHucT? Mbl He Xxoaunu k HUM B Kues ¢ BoiiHOM. MBI 3alnIaeM CBOIO 3€MIIIO, CBOU
CeMbH, CBOWX JIeTeil OT KOPMUYHEBOW Mpa3u KopoTas mon3ér Kk HaMm u3 3amana”. Quote from: “IlaBen I'yGapes.
Ob6pauienue k Hapony Jonbacca 27.05.2014. Cmorpers BCEM!.” YouTube video, 0:32-1:29. Posted by “uaab”, 27
May, 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06PhwqJPgwY

128 «“310 ToXKE OUEHD BaXKHas BEIlb, NIOTOMY YTO HeKoTOphle B DBpome, CIIA 3a6bUIH, y HAX OYEHb KOPOTKAs
mamsaTh, O TOM, YTO 3TO YyXe OBIJIO, O TOM, YTO MHPOBOE COOOIIECTBO 3TO YK€ OCYAWIO, O TOM, YTO OBII
Hropubeprckuii TpubyHai, 0 TOM, 4TO HAEOJOrus (amms3Ma Oblia ocyxaeHa.” Quote from: “MorHoe UHTEPBBIO
IMaena 'ybapesa Ha anTudammcTckoMm dpopyme B Jonenke.” YouTube video, 1:27-1:51. Posted by “News Front”,
14 May, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xTf5dAIIP8
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1912. But even in the times of tsarist Russia Novorossiya became more of a historical name for a
couple of administrative-territorial entities. However, Novorossiya was never included into the

so-called Ukraine”.'?°

As was mentioned in the background chapter, even though the idea of Novorossiya still is far
from its realisation, it occurred many times throughout the shared history of Russia and Ukraine.
The latest attempt to bring this idea to life surfaced in 2014, on the rise of what Gubarev calls the
“Russian Spring”. This is what he has to say on Novorossiya in the beginning of his book: “If
one would erase Novorossiya from our history — a significant part of Russian national pride
would simply disappear. What do we instantly remember when we talk about the glory of
Russian weapons, about our heroism? [...] We remember the fights near Saur-Mogila, when
Stalin’s army in August 1943 broke through the German Mius-front, [...]. Nobody could ever
imagine that 71 years later at the same place the army of Novorossiya will fiercely fight the neo-

bandera, ukra-fascist junta”. **

This is one of many instances of this book when Gubarev uses the narrative of history repeating
itself. He uses the same definitions that can be found in his and Zakharchenko’s statements.
Keeping in mind the importance of Saur-Mogila in contemporary Ukraine, its mention as one of
the most important symbols of World War 11 creates a notion that the army of Novorossiya is just
as great as the Soviet army was back in a day and is able to achieve great victories (no matter the

cost).

129 «B kpaeBegueckom Mysee ropoa JloHemKa BUCHT KapTa ropoga 1912 roxa, Tonbko HassBaeTcs Kapra «llmaH
3aBoga HoBopoccuiickoro o0riecTBa KAMEHHOYTOJIBHOTO, JKEJIE3HOT0, CTAIbHOTO B PEITLCOBOTO MMPOU3BOJICTB
(FO30BCKwit 3aBo)». DT0 1 ecTh JoHenk oopasna 1912 roxa. Ho eme B napckoit Poccun HoBopoccus crana ckopee
HCTOPHYCCKUM Ha3BaHHEM ISl HECKOJIBKHUX aMHHUCTPATHBHO-TEPPUTOPHAIBHEIX enuHuil. OxHako HoBopoccus
HHKOI/Ia He Oblia Tak Ha3piBaeMoi YkpauHoii.” Quote from “daxen Hosopoccuun™ (Eng. Torch of Novorossiya) by
Pavel Gubarev (Saint-Petersburg, 2016) p. 2. Accessed through:
https://www.rulit.me/programRead.php?program_id=411170&page=1

130“Y6ep1/1 HoBopoccuto 13 Hamieil MICTOpUM — M MCUE3HET M3psJ/IHAsl 4acTh PYCCKOM HAlMOHAJIBHOM TOPAOCTHU.
Koro MBI BCIIOMHHAEM, KOT/Ja pasroBOP 3aXOAWT O CJIaB€ PYCCKOTO OPYXKHs, O HalleM HalHOHAILHOM
repousMme? [...] Mbl BcnoMrHaeM 00 okecToueHHBIX 605X y Cayp-Moruibl, koraa apmuu Ctanuna B aBrycte 1943-
ro B3JaMbIBIM HeMenkuii Muyc-dposr, [...] 1 mMano xro Mor gaxe BooOpasuth cede, uTto 71 Toz cmycTs Tam
OynyT umatu Ooum Mexny apmuedt HoBopoccmnm wm cmiiaMd HEOOaHIEPOBCKOM, «MailIaHHON» YKpOQaIIUCTCKON
xyHTbL.” Quote from “®aken HoBopoccun”, p.1
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The narrative of grandfathers and great-grandfathers, which is quite frequent in the videos that
were analysed earlier, occurs in Gubarev’s book as well: “Once the Donetsk Russians armed
themselves, once they rose up against the followers of Bandera with rifles and carbines that once
belonged to their grandfathers, in their hands, all of those Western-Ukrainian passionaries’ chose
to defend Maidan and hide in Kharkiv and Ternopol, sit everything over in their farmhouses and

run away from calls to join the army”.131

He also mentions more recent history of Ukraine bringing in the regional differentiation:
“South-eastern regions of Ukraine were always against the Bandera-like, Russofobic forces: it is

evident from the electoral maps of Ukraine from 1991-2012”.**

Just as in his public addresses, Gubarev likes to draw direct historical analogies in his book too.
While explaining his fascination with the idea of Novorossiya he mentions the year he was born
as a turning point of the “first” Cold War and now similar events are happening again: “The
1983 was significant because USSR was ruled by the former KGB chief Jurij Andropov; people
were full of hope about better future. And during the same year the president of the United States
of America Ronald Reagan announced the “Star Wars” program, and shortly after he called the
Soviet Union the “empire of evil”, because it was 1983 when near the Moneron Island our
fighters hit the South Korean “Boeing-747”. And that, first Cold War, became even more bitter. |
guess it is pretty symbolic: 31 years after that event there is another “Boeing” that had fallen in
the DNR, again with passengers. And again Russia and Novorossiya are called “empire of

eVﬂ” 133

Bl “Kak TompKko noHElKHE PYCHI B3SJIUCh 3@ OPY’KHE, KaK TOJIbKO IOJHSIMCH NPOTUB IHocienbiell bannepsl ¢
M3BJICUYEHHBIMH 13 Oenbix xpaHmmui Cosemgapa 1eJ0BCKUMHU MPOTHBOTAHKOBBIMHU PY)KbSIMH U KapaOHMHAMU, BCE 3TH
3amnaJlHOYKpanHCKUE MacCHOHApHUU IMpeanouan oxpausate Maiinan B Kuese, kypaxkuthcs Bo JIbBoBe u TepHomoie,
OTCHIKUBATHCSI MO MPHUKAPIATCKUM CBOMM XyTOpaMm, Oeras OT MOBECTOK u3 BoeHkomara.” Quote from “d®axen
HoBopoccun™ p. 5.

132 «}Oro-Bocrounbie 06macTi YKpauHbI rOJI0COBAJIM BCET/IA IIPOTHB CAMBIX OaHAEPOBCKHX, PycOPOOCKUX CHII: 3TO
BHJIHO TI0 3JIEKTOPaIbHbIM KapTaM Ykpausl 1991-2012 rogos.” Quote from “daken Hosopoccuun”, p. 3.

133 «Tor, 1983-if, rox sHameHoBascs TeM, uto B CCCP npaswu OeBIni med KI'b CCCP IOpwuii AHnpomnos, toau
OBLIM TOJTHBI HAAEK Ha Jiyuiiee Oyaymiee. B Tot roa npesuaent Coeannennbix LlItaroB Ponansn Pefiran oObsBUT
0 Haydaje NpOrpaMMBI «3BE3IHBIX BOWH», a Bckope o0baBUT CoBerckuii Coro3 «uMIepued 371a», TMOTOMY dTO
nMeHHO B 1983-M y ocTtpoBa MOHEpOH Hamm COOBIOT FOKHOKOpeWckuit «bomHr-747» — wm Ta, eme mepBas
XOJIOTHAS BOMHA, TIOWIET Ha KpYT okecToueHus. HaBepHoe, 3To riry6oko cuMBosimaHO: poBHO 31 rox crycts B JITHP
ynajer apyrou «bounr», Toxke ¢ maccaxupamu. U cHoBa m Poccuro, m HoBopoccuio Ha4yHyT BBICTaBISIThH
«umrepueit 31a».” Quote from “®axen Hosopoccuu™, p. 12.
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As a proof of oppression of Russian people that came around after “fascist victory” in Kyiv,
Gubarev gives an example of a new legislation that scrapped the previous law passed by
Yanukovich. The law established that Russian language can be officially used as a “regional”
language. However, the new government that came to power after the protests at Maidan square
reversed the law, which caused outrage in predominantly Russian East and South of Ukraine:

“Remember: the smoke from the burning tires on Maidan was not completely scattered yet, when
the winners already passed the law prohibiting the use of Russian language as a regional
language, where “national language” (Ukr. doporcasna mosa) is not being used. There are Nazi
thugs (Rus. monooduuxu) from the “Right Sector” openly marching in Kyiv: not only with
portraits of Bandera, but also with automatic guns”. *** Therefore, in his book he calls people to
fight for the right to be Russian: “This is why we rose up for a fight - to remain Russian. To
protect our “Russian-ness”! Just as people that lived in Dniestr river area (Rus.

IIpuonecmposywr), who in 1990 rose up against forced Romanization [...]". 135

Even though this thesis does not focus on possible economic reasons behind the separatist
movement, economy is sometimes tied with history: “Of course, “banderovites” (Rus.
banoeposywt) continue to entertain themselves and their gullible followers with stories about
how after the victory against “vata” Ukraine will torpedo to success. It will be like the new
China! That is because people that belong to Ukrainian race are allegedly smarter and more
hardworking than “muscovites” (Rus. mockaneii-kayanos). They are stubborn and do not want to
remember that Ukraine was prosperous in USSR just because it was a part of a huge country. It
was a part of humongous development projects of the Soviet Union. And as soon as this market

was gone, Ukraine had plummeted down”. %

13¢ “BenomumTe: eme TONKOM HE Paccesiucs AbIM OT [OKAapOB M TOPAIIMX MOKPHIIIEK, HO MOGEIHTENH YiKe
MIPUHUMAIOT 3aKOH O (PAKTUUECKOM OTKa3€ OT HCIIOJIb30BAHMH PYCCKOTO A3bIKa KaK PETHOHAIBHOTO B 00JIACTSX, /e
«I9p’KaBHAa MOBa» HE HCIONb3yeTcs. B KueBe oTKphITO mIECTBYIOT OTKPOBEHHO HAIMCTCKHE MOJIoAYMKH «[IpaBoro
CEKTOpa»: He TOJbKO ¢ MopTpeTaMu baHIepbl, HO M ¢ HAPE3HBIM aBTOMATHYECKUM opyxueM.” Quote from “daken
Hosopoccun™, p. 3.

1% “Tlotomy MBI M momHATHCH Ha GOpPEOY, 4TOOBI OCTaThCs pycckuME. OTCTOSTH CBOIO pycckocth! Kak u
TPUIHECTPOBIIBI, KOTOPBIe B 1990-M BOCCTaNM MPOTHB HACHIBCTBEHHOM pyMBIHU3AINH, [...].” Quote from “daken
Hogopoccun™, p. 4.

136 “TlpaBna, yKpOIMTEKH-0aHIEPOBIBI POIOIKAIOT TEUIUTL Ce0s U JIETKOBEPHYIO MACTBY CBOK) POCCKA3HSIMU O
TOM, OyaTo OBI TIocTie TIOOEABl HAJ «BaTOW» YKpawHa Ka-ak pBaHeT BHepes B pa3BuTuu! Ctaner HOBbIM Kutaem!
[ToToMy 4TO HIOAM YKPaWMHCKOW pachl (€€ OTKPBLIM «CBOOOMOBIBI») SIKOOBI HAMHOTO TPYIOJIOOWMBEE M yMHeEe
«MocKkayeii-kararnos». OHU YHOPHO HE JKENAIOT IIOHMMaTh, 4To YKpauHa Obuia npousetatomieii B8 CCCP umenHo
Onaromaps TOMY, 4YTO SBISIACh YacTbIO OIPOMHOM CTpaHbl. YYacTHHLEH TIPOMagHBIX IPOEKTOB Pa3BHUTHSA
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This quote also serves the purpose of deepening the fragmentation of society — by using
nicknames that also have historical charge in them (for example, Russian soldiers were called
“muskovites” by Polish-Lithuanian army in 18" century) Gubarev emphasizes the historical

friction between Ukrainians and Russians.

Gubarev also reminiscences about the time when Novorossiya was part of the Soviet Union and
was a thriving land. The glory of the past is set as an example what current generation should
strive for in order for Novorossiya to succeed: “In USSR Novorossiya was rising and
developing. The whole country knew about the progress that is being made in Donetsk,
Dnepropetrovsk, Krivoj Rog, Odessa, Nikolaev. Of course there were ups and downs, but in
1980-s this historical territory stood out by its highest level of development in industrial,

scientific, educational and agricultural fields”.*%

In the hindsight, an overview of both Zakharchenko’s and Gubarev’s statements show a couple
of patterns. Of course, there are many more factors that were behind the creation of separatist
movements in the Eastern Ukraine, looking from historical perspective the “repetition of past
events” narrative is definitely the most noticeable one. Active calls to fight for what is right (it
being Russian values that were defended by ancestors) were supported by bringing examples
from the past and often drawing analogies with World War Il. Moreover, by constantly using
historical insults (such as “Banderovites”, “muscovites” or “vata”) they create the image of the
enemy that clearly resembles the past. Because many residents of Donbas have extremely
negative attitude towards OUN, UPA and Stepan Bandera, it is an effective way to persuade
people that history is indeed repeating itself.

Cogerckoro Coroza, Mmmepun. Kak ToipkO Takoro rpoMagHOTO pHIHKAa HE CTallo, BCE HAa YKpawHE MOKATHIOCHh
BHU3.” Quote from “®axen Hosopoccuu™, p. 9.

137 «B CCCP HoBopoceus ogHMMAaNach 1 passuBanack. Ha BCIo cTpaHy rpemens gocTikenns Jlonbacca,
Juenponerposcka u Kpusoro Pora, Oneccel, Hukonaesa. /la, koneuHo, He o6onumn HoBopoccuro u 6e1b1 Toi
AMOXH, HO K cepenuHe 1980-X 3Ta ncTopuieckas 00J1acTh OTINIANIACH BEICOYAMINIEH CTETICHBIO PA3BUTHS BCETO:
HHIYCTPHUH, HAYKH U 00pa3oBaHusi, CelbCKOro xo3siictea.” Quote from “daken Hoeopoccun™, p. 2.
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4. Conclusion

The impact of history on the political agenda might not be obvious at first sight — a bunch of
activists and volunteers who had never held a gun in their hands did not seem as much of a threat
to the officials in Kyiv. Protests on the Maidan square in the end of 2013 were expected to calm
down after a couple of days (maybe a week or so) and life in Ukraine would go back to its
normal flow. But it did not. So is the conflict in Donbas still underway, and among several

factors the memory of the past is also at play here.

Keeping in mind the public opinion polls, even though questions about some sort of secession
from Ukraine (or even joining with Russia into a one state) gained considerable amount of
support in the East, it is still not the majority. The division in Ukrainian society existed for many
years, but it took a bunch of activists to escalate the divide to a conflict that some call a civil war.
It is safe to say that it takes little effort to trigger a part of society that already feels angry and
treated unfairly. In this instance, history is a win-win method for separatists to reach out to the
desired demographic. For separatist leaders in DNR the main targets were those people who
were raised on nostalgic memories of Soviet glory and disappointed by the treatment of the
government of independent Ukraine. Economic decline and low welfare were major contributing
factors to the uprising in Donbas. Also, it goes without saying that outside boost (such as support
from Vladimir Putin) added weight to separatist ideas as well.

However, the conducted research had shown that history cannot be overlooked when talking
about society as diverse and complex as in Ukraine. As the split was already there for many
years (and the complicated history is also an element that added to the fragmentation) all it took
is to bring back some painful, controversial and proud memories from the past. One of the most
vivid and noticeable examples is the image of Stepan Bandera. Even after 70 years his name
starts fiery debates both in the Ukrainian Parliament (Rada) and at the dinner table of an ordinary
family. What is deemed as heroic in the West is considered criminal in the East — and vice versa.

Another example might be Novorossiya — a geopolitical concept that was embedded into
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Ukrainian national history was not at all a success, but nevertheless it raised discussions and was

used to prove the righteousness of the armed conflict in Donbas.

As was set in the beginning, the main objective of this paper was to answer the question “how do
the separatists in Donbas use historical narratives to justify the violence”. Relying on discourse
analysis, these are the main ways how separatist engaged with history and used it as an apparatus

to achieve political goals:

e By using negative historical memories and applying them in the present, for example,
describing the government in Kyiv using historical definitions, such as “Bandera junta”,
“fascist Kyiv junta”, using the “Glory to Ukraine” chant, etc.

e By creating the “history is repeating itself” narrative. Such memories as victory in the
Great Patriotic War is still considered one of the proudest, most important achievements
to this day, therefore, it is easy to justify the current conflict as the right thing to do. To
put it in simple words (exactly what framing technique is used for) — “your grandfather
defended this land from fascists — do not be a coward and do so too”.

e By creating “us” and “them” divide on historical grounds. For example, separatist often
mention that Ukrainians did not fight the right fight during the World War Il — they are
doing it again now.

e By separatists creating personal relations with history and showing themselves as an
example of historical injustice that now has to be avenged (for example telling the stories

on how their own relatives were involved in the World War I1).

As an overview of academic debate on the subject of Donbas conflict had shown, the “repetition
of history” element also works because of the growing Soviet nostalgia — both on historical and
economic basis. Looking at the interviews and press conferences that Zakharchenko and
Gubarev had held there is a definite reminder of the past economic glory of Donbas which he
promises to bring back. Some of the videos found on the “News Front” YouTube channel
emphasise how bad things were under the “Kyiv junta” but now, when the DNR is independent,
the food is more affordable, citizens have more social guarantees, etc. However, besides the

promises of general welfare, Zakharchenko emphasises regaining freedom on emotional level
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and restoring the historical justice. The only possible way to reach that goal is an armed conflict

— just the way their predecessors used to defend their freedom during the World War 11.

It is hard to judge how much influence these statements had on the conflict development itself —
reflecting on the whole process of this research it might have been possible to do while
concluding interviews with actual residents of Donbas and give the analysis of this topic more
personal touch, by basing the research on their answers. The following idea could be an option
for further exploration of the topic. However, it is safe to say that words of the trusted leaders
shape public perception of the conflict. The frame that was set in the introduction of this thesis
that “ethnical Russians in Ukraine are being oppressed and have the right to separate” had
proved to be accurate. For instance, if the head of the state (in this case Zakharchenko) often
emphasizes that the new post-Maidan government in Kyiv poses a fascist threat, it will create a
sense of fear in society that history might be repeating itself and something has to be done about
it before it is too late. People are constantly reminded of the past by holding commemorative
events (the visit of Saur-Mogila is the perfect example) and including historical references at any
given opportunity — while talking about victories, losses, political and economic prospects, etc.

In order to ensure and raise public support for the violence, actors of this research used a
combination of factors: historical narratives, figures of speech, general surroundings and
appropriate set-ups and locations to deliver the statements. From the perspective of
communications those variables seem to be taken out of propaganda textbook and provide a
major contribution to rising support towards separatism (during 2014-2015). For example, by
mentioning memory of the World War Il and associating it with their own grandfathers,
Zakharchenko and Gubarev make the conflict in the Eastern Ukraine seem as a continuation of
past fight. By standing for “what is right” separatist fighters honour the memory of their
ancestors and reach the same level of heroism. Both of them often wear military uniforms with
full ammunition and/or militaristic symbols such as St. George’s ribbon. And being a military
commander himself Zakharchenko gives his words extra credibility — by wearing the military
uniform, carrying a gun and showcasing injuries (that do not stop him from fulfilling his duty) he

sets an example of contemporary hero, a follower of his ancestors’ struggle.
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However, the influence of history on Ukraine’s political agenda can be explored even further.
Stepping forward from my own research, primary focus should fall on the media. As my analysis
was focused solely on the material gathered on the Internet, it would also be beneficial to explore
the perception of history that is being provided by traditional media (such as television, radio and
press) in DNR. Keeping in mind, that when the conflict erupted in 2014 Ukrainian media was
gradually pushed back and replaced with Russian channels, analysis of the mass communication

outlets could provide valuable insights into this topic.

As another option for further research I would consider a more detailed look into education
system in Ukraine. In my research | just grasped a bit on the fact that history textbooks were
edited depending on which party had won the elections and formed the government. However,
education is the primary reason why history is being interpreted in a certain way. As education
system is formed by the state, it all goes down to memory politics and a lack of one concrete
apprehension of history. Further research might show that the government in Kyiv shares the
blame of creation of separatist movements. Maybe because members of the political elite have
put their own aspirations forward, the process of state-building and more importantly nation-
building in Ukraine turned out the way it did — with a still existing divide between Western and
Eastern regions and no concrete way to resolve it. Of course, economic and social problems had
their influence — analysis of those issues would also provide valuable insights into the research of

separatism in Ukraine.

In the end of the day, the role of history simply cannot be downplayed. As this study focuses on
2014-2015, it is safe to say that during this particular period of time separatism in Eastern
Ukraine held strong positions within its society. A mixture of already existing fragmentation and
re-enforcement from the stages and TV screens led to a conflict that eventually (speaking from a
current perspective) froze down. As it is not the main purpose of this research, it is difficult to
speculate about the reasons of stagnation in Donbas based on the results of this analysis.
However, keeping in mind the context of 2019, it may well be argued that using historical

narratives to justify violence cannot be considered as an effective long-term strategy.
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6. Videos analysed

Videos are listed chronologically, translations of the titles are provided in the brackets:

1. TlaBen I'ybapes. OOpamienue k Hapoay JJonb6acca 27.05.2014. Cmotrpers BCEM!. (Pavel
Gubarev. An appeal to the people of Donbass 05/27/2014. Watch ALL!). YouTube video,
3:58. Posted by “uaab”, 27 May, 2014.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06PhwqgJPgwyY
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2.

[TaBen I'ybapeB - obOpamienue 7urons. butsa 3a Jonenk. YouTube video, 3:21. (Pavel
Gubarev. An appeal on 7 July. The Battle for Donetsk). Posted by “Dee Dee” 7 July,
2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GH3I-I6tWTA

JIHP. 3axapuenko: “Msbl moiimem npaibiie, g0 CrnaBsHcka, Kpamaropcka”. (DNR>
Zakharchenko: “We will go further, to Sloviyansk, Kramotorsk:”). YouTube video, 5:28.
Posted by “News Front”, January 15, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6mw4cnBok8c

JAHP. 3axapuenko Bcrperwiics ¢ mpencrasutensimu OBCE. (DNR. Zakharchenko met
with the representatives of OSCE). YouTube video, 14.43. Posted by “News Front”,
January 15, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSriR3NIIC8

3axapuenko: I[lopomienko, ecnmu He Tpyc, npueabr u 3abepu cBoit ¢urar. JIHP.
(Zakharchenko: Poroshenko, if you are not a coward, come and take your flag. DNR).
YouTube video, 1:16. Posted by “News Front”, January 15, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdY fcHfQvhY

JIHP. 3axapuenko: “He Oymer Oombllle HHKAKOTO mepeMupus. Mbl TpoaomkaeM
HacTyrieHue!”
the offence!”). YouTube video, 6:40. Posted by ‘“News Front”, January 23, 2015.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kjMgRE6-VVCO0

. (DNR. Zakharchenko: “There will be no truce. We are continuing with

3axapuenko: Bce sxutenu JIHP Oynyr npusHansl yyacTHHKamMH OO€BBIX JEHWCTBUI.
(Zakharchenko: All of the residents of DNR are considered to be combatants). YouTube
video, 16:06. Posted by “News Front”, April 2, 2015.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0hdjiJXuCmw

3axapuenko Ha Cayp-Morue: Korma mel equnbl — Mbl HeroOeaumbl. (Zakharchenko on
the Saur-Mogila: When we are together — we are invincible). YouTube video, 5:23.
Posted by “News Front”, April 16, 2016.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrD1n90hv1U

3axapueHko: B JloHenke 3a10KuiIM MOHYMEHT B NMaMATh 000 BCEX MOTHUOIIUX JKUTENSIX
JIHP. (Zakharchenko: A monument was built in Donetsk to commemorate all the fallen
citizens of DNR). YouTube video, 8:22. Posted by “News Front”, May 10, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpmkPBGJk6E
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Morinoe uHTepBbio IlaBna I'ybapeBa Ha antudamuctckom ¢dopyme B JloHenke. (A
powerful interview of Pavel Gubarev at the anti-fascist forum in Donetsk). YouTube
video, 8:53. Posted by “News Front”, 14 May, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xTf5dAlIP8

3axapyeHKO O Ha3BaHMHU IETCKOW opranmszammu ‘‘3axaposisr”’. (Zakharchenko on the
name of “Zakharovcy” organization). YouTube video, 5:28. Posted by “News Front”, 12

December, 2015. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qukgzAddolU &t=2s

3axapuenko u marepu coinat BCY B paiione nonenxoro asponopra. (Zakharchenko and
the mothers of Ukrainian soldiers in the outskirts of Donetsk airport). YouTube video,
17:12. Posted by “News Front”, December 25, 2015.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUkfeSPgsSs

HoBoronnee oOpamenne I'naBer Jlonenkoit Hapomnoit PecnyOnmku Anekcanipa
3axapuenk0. (The New Year address of the Head of Donetsk People’s Republic
Aleksander Zakharchenko). YouTube video, 3:24. Posted by “News Front”, January 1,
2016. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afZYuPtqS4Q

I'yGapeB: menbp Bocctanusi JlomOacca - Oyxmyiiee, a HE TOJBKO BOWHA C HAIM3MOM.
(Gubarev: the main goal of the uprising in Donbas is future, not only the war with
Nazism). YouTube video, 6.39. Posted by “Hudopmarronnoe arearctBo HoBopoccus”,
13 February, 2016. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvAfvjEVBFY
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7. Appendix

7.1 General timeline

As the amount of possible material is incredibly broad, videos in the analysis were selected by
the number of views, titles and the main actors. The timeline of events will provide more insights

on why years 2014-2015 were chosen for this research.
2014

The escalation of events in Eastern Ukraine started on March 3, when protesters occupied
government buildings in Donetsk.™*® Later on the same was done in Luhansk and Kharkiv,
however, control of the later was regained by Ukrainian authorities the next day.

On April 15, Ukraine launched anti-terrorist operation. The big uproar was caused a month later,

when during a clash between protesters in Odessa on May 3 at least 31 activists died in a fire. **°

On May 11 Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics declared independence by holding a

referendum (which was not recognized internationally).

July 17 — Malaysia Airlines MH 17 flight catastrophe; 297 people died. The accident added to a
further destabilization in Donbas region and escalated already existing hostility between Western

powers, Ukraine and Russia.

On May 26 separatist forces began the seizure of Donetsk International airport.**® Moths of
September and November brought intense fighting at the Donetsk airport. It is estimated that two

138 Lina Kushch. “Pro-Russia protesters occupy regional government in Ukraine's Donetsk.” Reuters.com
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis-donetsk-protests/pro-russia-protesters-occupy-regional-
government-in-ukraines-donetsk-idUSBREA220X120140303 (accessed on August 6, 2019).

B9 BBC World. “Ukraine crisis: Dozens killed in Odessa fire amid clashes.” Bbc.com
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27259620 (accessed on August 1, 2019).
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battles took lives of more than 200 soldiers'*!; number of civilian casualties varies depending on

the source. 14

In August Zakharchenko claimed that DNR forces are getting major help from Russian military,
such as new armoured vehicles and soldiers trained in Russia.*** According to Reuters, “in a sign
of concern at the latest rebel comments, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko agreed in a phone call on Saturday that deliveries of weapons to
separatists in Ukraine must stop and a ceasefire must be achieved, a German government

. 155 144
spokesman said”.

On September 5 Ukrainian president Petro Poroshenko and Russian president Vladimir Putin
together with OSCE signed a protocol on the results of consultations of the Trilateral Contact
Group in Minsk.**®> Even though Ukraine was in the middle of turmoil, both sides of the conflict
held their elections. On October 26 Ukraine held parliamentary elections in Ukraine, pro-

Western parties won. Separatist DNR and LRN elected their new leaders on November 2-3.

2015

On January 15 Russian-backed separatists announced that they have captured the shattered

remains of the Donetsk airport terminal.**

147

A week later on January 21 Ukrainian forces admit

losing control over Donetsk airport.

140 Alan Taylor. “A Year of War Completely Destroyed the Donetsk Airport.” Theatlantic.com
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2015/02/a-year-of-war-completely-destroyed-the-donetsk-airport/386204/
(accessed on August 6, 2019).

"1 Sabina Zawadski and Gabriela Baczynska. “Fighting rages in eastern Ukraine city, dozens dead.” Uk.reuters.com
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-ukraine-crisis-fighting/fighting-rages-in-eastern-ukraine-city-dozens-dead-
iIdUKKBNOE70N820140527 (accessed on August 6, 2019).

Y2 Eull report on the casualties in Eastern Ukraine in 2014-2015 available here:
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/9thOHCHRreportUkraine.pdf (accessed on August 12, 2019).

13 Tom Parffit. “Rebel leader in Ukraine says forces bolstered by '1,200 troops trained in Russia'.” Telegraph.co.uk
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ukraine/11038598/Rebel-leader-in-Ukraine-says-forces-
bolstered-by-1200-troops-trained-in-Russia.html (accessed on August 6, 2019).

1% Thomas Grove. “Ukraine separatist leader says rebels getting tanks and reinforcements.” Reuters.com
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis/ukraine-separatist-leader-says-rebels-getting-tanks-and-
reinforcements-idUSKBNOGF13120140816

15 UN Protocol on the results of consultations of the Trilateral Contact Group (Minsk Agreement)
https://peacemaker.un.org/UA-ceasefire-2014 (accessed on July 16, 2019).

146 Associated Press. “Russia-backed separatists seize Donetsk airport in Ukraine.” Theguardian.com
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A month later, on February 11, leaders of Ukraine, Russia, France and Germany held second

talks in Minsk and revised the OSCE deal that was made the year before.'*

Spring of 2015 was a time of trading accusations on ceasefire violations between Ukrainian and
separatist sides.**® In March, Putin confirms plans to annex Crimea.’® In addition, reports
showed an increased presence of Russian soldiers on the Russian-Ukrainian boarder.’! *2

However, Putin denied any presence of Russian military near Ukraine.*

In May, Poroshenko passed the law banning Soviet symbols which raised the discontent in
Eastern Ukraine.'® Meanwhile, there were big celebrations held in DNR to celebrate The
Victory Day on May 9™ (as it was celebrated in Soviet Union and is still celebrated in Russia —

see the video statements analysis).

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/15/russian-backed-separatists-seize-donetsk-airport-ukraine

147 Shaun Walker and Oksana Grytsenko. “Ukraine forces admit loss of Donetsk airport to rebels.”
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/21/russia-ukraine-war-fighting-east (accessed on August 6, 2019).
8 European Parliament briefing “Minsk peace agreement: still to be consolidated on the ground”.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/EPRS-Briefing-548991-Minsk-peace-summit-FINAL.pdf (accessed on August
4,2019).

149 Anton Troianovski and Laura Mills. “Diplomats Seek Withdrawal of Heavy Weapons From Ukraine Front
Lines.” Wsj.com. https://www.wsj.com/articles/four-way-talks-on-ukraine-conflict-start-in-berlin-1428952748
(accessed on August 4, 2019).

50 Agence France-Presse. “Vladimir Putin describes secret meeting when Russia decided to seize Crimea.”
Theguardian.com https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/mar/09/vladimir-putin-describes-secret-meeting-when-
russia-decided-to-seize-crimea (accessed on August 4, 2019).

I Damien Sharkov. “Fears of New Offensive as Putin 'ramps up pressure' on Ukraine.” Newsweek.com
https://www.newsweek.com/putin-ramping-pressure-ukraine-border-prompting-fears-new-offensive-324863
(accessed on August 6, 2019).

152 Maria Tsvetkova. “Exclusive: Russia masses heavy firepower on border with Ukraine — witness.” Reuters.com
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis-russia-military/exclusive-russia-masses-heavy-firepower-on-
border-with-ukraine-witness-idUSKBNOOC2K820150527 (accessed on August 3, 2019).

153 The Washington Post. “Putin denies Russian troops are in Ukraine, decrees certain deaths secret.”
Washingtonpost.com https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/putin-denies-russian-troops-are-in-ukraine-decrees-
certain-deaths-secret/2015/05/28/9bb15092-0543-11e5-93f4-f24d4af7f97d_story.html (accessed on August 3,
2019).

54 Alec Luhn. “Ukraine bans Soviet symbols and criminalises symphaty for communism.” Theguardian.com
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/may/21/ukraine-bans-soviet-symbols-criminalises-sympathy-for-
communism (accessed on August 12, 2019).
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During the month of August fighting intensifies, mainly in the territories of DNR. **° Possibly, as
a result, on September 3 a new military doctrine was introduced by Poroshenko: he named
Russia as the main enemy and vowed to join the NATO. *° Also, the month of September is of
significance because of the longest truce that had been held between separatists and Ukrainian

army during the whole conflict."’

In the wake of fast developments in the conflict, separatist delay disputed elections that were due
in October. **® During the same month separatists in Donetsk started a small arms withdrawal. **°
The same actions were started from the Ukrainian side. However, the peace did not last long and

Ukraine threatened to suspend the withdrawal due to continuous fighting.'®°

7.2 List of abbreviations

DNR — Donetsk People’s Republic (Russian: Jlonéukas Hapoanas Pecry0muka).
LRN — Luhansk People’s Republic (Russian: JIyranckast Hapoanas Pecriyonuka).
OUN — Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (Ukrainian: Oprasni3aitist YkpaiHCbKUX
Harmionasicris).

UPA — Ukrainian Insurgent Army (Ukrainian: YkpaiHcbka OBCTaHChKa apMis).

15 Radio Free Europe. “Germany's Steinmeier Warns Of 'Explosive' Ukraine Crisis.” Rferl.org
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-crisis-explosive-steinmeier-germany-talks/27191622.html

156 Reuters News Agency. “Ukraine's new military doctrine names Russia as main aggressor.” Reuters.com
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis-poroshenko/ukraines-new-military-doctrine-names-russia-as-
main-aggressor-idUSKCNORO28F20150924 (accessed on August 1, 2019).

57 Associeated Press. “Ukraine’s president lauds renewed cease-fire in the east.” Businessinsider.com
https://www.businessinsider.com/ap-ukraines-president-lauds-renewed-cease-fire-in-the-east-2015-
9%international=true&r=US&IR=T (accessed on August 12, 2019).

158 Laura Mills. “Russia-Backed Rebels in Ukraine to Delay Disputed Elections.” Wsj.com (accessed on August 12,
2019). https://www.wsj.com/articles/russia-backed-rebels-in-ukraine-to-delay-disputed-elections-1444140302
9 Yulia Silina. “Ukraine, pro-Russia rebels begin Donetsk arms withdrawal.” News.yahoo.com
https://news.yahoo.com/ukraine-pro-russia-rebels-begin-donetsk-arms-withdrawal-152455026.html (accessed on
August 12, 2019).

190 Interfax News Agency Ukraine. “Ukrainian Armed Forces to suspend armaments withdrawal if militants
continue provocations — Turchynov.” En.interfax.com https://en.interfax.com.ua/news/general/301551.html
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